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Recent fighting on the Laotian

Jlain of Jars has all the ingred--

‘ients for another Vietnam: North

Vietnamese regulars; . their pro-
weges, the Pathet Lao; the Royal
Laotian Army; CIA support, and
United States acvisers.

As Republican Senator Charles
sieC. Mathias Jr. of Maryland said,
Laos has become an arena for the
reoetition of  the mistakes of
America’s Vietnamese involvement,

ilopefully, this will not happen.
President Nixon should make good
-his promise to withdraw militarily
from Southeast Asia. His country
got itself involved, by degrees, in
Vietnam and the result has heen a
,moral, political and military disas-
ter. ‘
~And the people of Southeast
-Asia, particularly the Laotians and
i Vietnamese, would probably much
netter be left alone. They have
,been Pawns in big power chess
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games—played hy Moscow, Peking, :
Hanoi, and W ashington—far too’
long. N

War has been a way of life for:
most of the inhabitants of il:c form- .
er I'rench Indochina: Japanese oc- |
cupation during World War II; re-!
turn of the French; war between |

. the French Foreign Legion and na- |

tionalistic - communistic guerrilla:
units, and finally in the ’50s, Amer-.
ican involvement. :

Peace is unlikely to come to
these hapless people until ait owt-
side powers withdraw the.,
military hardware and politica:

s
M

- fluence. The people in that part of -

the world mustbe allowed to de-!
termine . their own destiny, the-
strong communistic nationalistic
hias notwithstanding, It’s chancy at
best that others will not interfere,
but they most assuredly will if the
JUS.is involved supporting a re-
gime which cannot support itself.
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. .~ The answer sought by U. S. senators to .

- their -questions about American involve-
ment ‘in Laos, following a battlefield ca-
 ‘tastrophe for . government forces there
and’ the attendant statement of the U. S.
: ambassador there that he has “lost any
" interest.in helping out the press whatso-

. ever’in reporting it, is easy.

" .Laos'is a non-war; the U. S. is accord-
ingly -pursuing a policy of non-involve-
ment. in it.-Small wonder if the ambassa-

dor is non-interested. The senators would .
know, if they did their homework, that in

, President Nixon’s 119-page “state of the
! world” message to Congress February 18
Laos ‘was non-mentioned. Just as in the
recent budget message, the cost of the war
in Vietnam was non-mentioned, although
_it does not follow .that it has suddenly
become a non-cost.. S

" Laos-is, a§ you might guess, a non-coun-.

* try: formed with.a ‘great deal of imagina-

tion and ingenious use of maps out of one-
-of.the old provinces. of French' Indochina,
which . became .a non-country 16" years

aga’, Laos. is -politically non-aligned as a

- yesult ‘of “the-accord negotiated. with -the
R A R P N B SR
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Russians by Ambassador "Harriman in
1962, which envisioned a three-way coali- ’
tion between three royal princes — one .
non-Western, the other non-Communist, -
and the third non-everything (otherwise

known as neutralist). The accords, as you
might expect, are non-functioning.

What bother U.S. senators about the U.S. .

persistent rumors of non-identified activi-

‘Non-involvement

policy of non-involvement in Laos are \/

ties bythe.CIA in the northern part of the
country. The U. S. embassy in Vientiane,

the Laotian capital, boasts no fewer than

72 military ' attaches, and the. senators
naturally wonder what non-activities they

_are there for. There are persistent rumors

dlso that the U.'S. pays the bill and maps
strategy for a so-called “clandestine army”

" of 30,000 men somewhere in Laos, brit
" then if you are supporting a policy of
_non-involvement in a non-war in a non-

aligned non-country, a clandestine army is

the thing to support if you cannot find a

non-army.

‘What does it all mean? President Nixon,
to no one’s great surprise, is_non-sqxiilg; .

L e —abe
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By Richard E. Ward :

In the face of an offensnve by Pathet Lao libera-
tion armed forces, troops of the Royal Laotian army and
mercenary forces of Gen. Vang Pao hastily retreated -
froin and abandoned the strategic Plain of Jars in central
Laos on Feb, 21, leaving behind large quantities of :
US.-furnished equipment, including field artillery pieces
and a helicopter,

Only a few days carlier, Pnnce Souvanna Phouma,
head of the Royal government said that Vientiane's
troops would stay on the plain down to the last man,

The liberation armed forces were victorious de-
spite scveral wecks of U.S. bombing, as intense as ever

“carried out in Vietnam. On Feb, 18, all the U.S. B-52s -

normally used against South Vletnam were diverted for
attacks against Pathet Lao positions on the Plain of Jars.
eight-engined, Thailand-based *
. bombers participated in these raids, The U.S. has been *

using a smalicr number of the bombers in the daily raids

against both Laos and South Vietnam. Also, a large

‘number of the U.S. jet fighter-bombers based in Thai- -

land, South Vietnam and on aircraft carriers took part m
_ the stepped up bombing in Laos,

A correspondent of the Paris d.uly Le Monde,
reporting from Vientiane, Laos, estimates that the U.S.
has been flying 20,000 sorlics per month in Laos. This

.was just before the battle for the Plain of Jars, named ~

“for large urns, relics of an ancient civilization, that lay
t scattered about the plain. According to Richard Dud-
man, \\riling in the Dec. 23 St, Louis Post Dispatch, U.S,

air strikes in Laos increased from 1000 to 4000 pc'

. . month heiween Jdmury and September 1969,

Under the supervision of the CIA, the US. is
decpening its involvement in a secret, undeclsred war in
Laos. o Lindlocked nation. about the size of Britain,

“bounded by People's China, the Democratic Republic of

v

.7 “the commonly accepted designation for the Neo Lac 3 and that it will not get into a ncw war in Asia.

Vietnam, South Vicinam, Cambodia, Thailand and Bus-
ma. The US. completely finances, equips and directs the
armed forees of the Royal Laotian governimenl whose
seal is in Vienliane and (he army of Gen, Vang Pao,
which various estimates number at between 17,000 and
35,000 men, whose hcadquariers is at Long Cheng,
about 35 miles southwest of the Plain of Jars. Gen. Pao’s’
army is the creation of the CIA, whose Laotian com-
mand post is also at Long Cheng.
Resisting the U.S. intervention is the Pnlhcl Lao,

Hak Sat, which is Laotian for the Patriotic Front of
Laos. The Pathet Lao is led by Prince Souphanouvong,,
the half-brother of Souvanna Phouma,

In 1962, when right-wing Laotian forces were re-
treating on all fronts there was a cease-fire and the
Pathet Lao agrecd to the formation of a government of !
national union. Bul this plan was sabotaged by the US..

QTATﬁTHD

and ty retrospeet, it s evident (hat Ihc U.S. used the
tccuse-Mhe to reconstitute the shattered Royal army and
" to cstablish Gen, PPao’s mercenary forces.

Following progressive harassmént, the ncutralists
and leftists were eliminated from the Vlcnhanc govern-
ment in a right-wing military coup in Apri! 1964, Sou-
vanna -Phouma was also ousted, but{ was permitted to

return to his post after ngrccing to follow U.S. policy. ~

From all evidence the Prince has not been an unwilling
_accomplice of the U.S. Souvanna Phouma, pretending to
+ be still the ncutralist he once was, has consistently

denied the truc extent of U.S, intervention, even after

" certain “'secret” U.S. activities have been exposed in the
! press.llee U.S. spokesmen, Souvanna Phouma claims

‘that’ U.S. military assistance is merely directed against

 North Victnamese in Laos. Actually, the U.S. bombers

arc used to support rightist troops and against the liber-

" ated zones, with the inlention of terrorizing the popu-’

“lace supporting the Pathet Lao. Because of U.S: bomb-

ing, it is estimated that at least a third of the 2.5 million
, Laotians have been forced to flee their vnllagcs

| , - ,
f us, sided French war o .

U.S. intervention in Laos goces back to the end of~

“ World War I1, Between 1945 and July 1954, when the
Geneva agreements on Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia were

concluded, the U.S, aided the French effort o re-

conquer its former Laotian colony, which declared its

independence in 1945, The Geneva settlement brought -

. no peace because the U.S, has been atlempting to im-
pose its own domination over Laos since 1954,

After the 1954 Geneva conference, the Pathet Lao
was willing to cooperate with a Vientiane governiment of
a neutralist character, in accord with the Geneva agree-
- ments, But the U.S,
¢ neutralism in Laos, strategic Tor U.S, cxpansionist aims
in Southeuast Asia, und it has tried to destroy the Pathet
- Lao, which is comprised of ncutralist and left forces,
including the Laotian Revolutionary Party,

« Despite a steady U.S, escalation, the Pathet Lao,

once down to a single battalion, hax resisted the com- .

~ bined strength of the US. and the right-wing Laotian
armed forces and has grown to the ‘point where it now
controls two-thirds of the country, a development testi-
[ying to the Pathet Lao’s wide popular support.
Following a series of Pathet Lao victorics last year,

including the capture of Muong Suoi, just west of the .

Plain of Jars, morale of Gen. Vang Pao’s mercenaries was
sapging, The U.S. sharply stepped up its air atiacks as a
"warning" to the Pathet Lao and to provide Pao with a
" “victory.”
away from the Plain of Jars and Pao got his * victory"
last September. . e :

Problems for Washmgton

tensity in Labtian fightling, Pao’s success last year is -
revealed in its true light, These cvents demonstrate that’
“Vietnamization™ has not worked in Laos, despite the
| scores of CIA bases and U.S. Army Special Forces units
| supporting and *‘advising’* the Laotians. When put to the
! test, the CIAs mercenaries are no match for the Pathet
¢ Lao. The recent defcat on the Plain of Jars, which is
] really a U.S. defeal, poses serious problems for Washing-
ton, which claims th'ﬂ it is withdrawing from Vietnum -

‘Air power alone cannot contain the advance 0 the
Laotian Liberation forces and now Washinglton must

" decide whether it is going to siep up its unacknowledged

ground activities as well, Officially, Washington maig-

.- tains it is merely helping the Royal government against a
North Victnamese invasion. This shabby tale iries o -
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"has never been willing to aceept -

During the escalation, the Pathet Lao faded -
WL

Now that the Pathet Lao has retaken the pldm '
while it was under bombardment of unprecedented in- ¢
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North Viets Advance "]
On Laos Strongholds |

By Herald Wire Services "ence, which established Lat_)s.'-" ‘ment scems to be t;ying'tb"
VIENTIANE, Laos — independence and ncutrality
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|;" hide from the American, peos!

North Vietnamese troops in 1952. Britain and the Sovi4 " pjo the extent of our involves!

have advanced to within nine 1€t Union are the conference| ment there.”

miles of Long Cheng, one of cochairmen.

the government’s last two
strongholds west of the: Plain |

while, Sen.

. - MOSS' CALLED- for a’
+i: “Laotianization” of the war.

In - Washingtor, mean-

Robert C.

of Jars, reports reaching Vi- 'Byrd (D., W. Va), a firm . “If the war in Vietnam can:

§

i id Friday. isupporter ©f administration’ be Victnamized, then this;
enxax;\?osre&d }\T/l;lc‘it?\);;ncse bat. [Policies in Vietnam, said Fri+ . ‘same process should begin in: Lo,
‘talion was reported still on |day he questioned the wis+. " Laos bofore it becomes any’ o
the move toward the town, dom of “laying ‘Ametlcan, more difficult,” he said.
which is hcadquarters for lives on the line in Laos.

Gen. Vang Pao’s 10,000-man  BYRD ADDED
army of Meo tribesmen, and a growing list of

his name to
senators de-

i - In Minneapolis, Sen. Wal- * - '
' ter F. Mondale (D., Minn.)) \/ =
| said the role of U.5. military ‘

toward Sam Thong, an air manding to know the exact, ~ advisers "in Laos duplicates
upply base for northern extent of U.S. inyolvement inj, eatly US. involvement in the

0s. the defense of Laotian gov-|

Sources said Vang's men, lernment troops.
supplied and financed by the: «ap estimated

U.S. Central Intelligenceicay pilots have been lost in =

100 Ameri-

_Vietnam war and may be vi-
|- olating a-congressional reso-

Mondale criticized. governe

Agency, had taken up defen-iyombing missions over Laos| ment secrecy on Laos .and
sive positions ih preparation|ang at-least 25 other Ameri-

for an attack..

ALONG LKOS, b order

cans have been killed in the ¢ _ _
fighting there,” Byrd said, “ N could easxlz back us into.‘
A > “Refore these casualty fig- |t another war. g
with Thailand, reliable sour-| ..o rice further the Ameris}. .

said a refusal to disclose the
1YAmerican = commitment

'

MONDALE TOLD .the'

said, North Vietnamese ' :
c::o salhave O:lllcd b(;ck after Sor: peaple should be told the . Minnesota Newspaper Asso-)
ps P it extent of our country’s in! ciation convention that U.S.

uffering casualties of about yolvement in Laos.”

Laotian forces. )
The fighting centered nea

EOO dead in fighting with "o gaid that a full ‘scale .

kong River from Thailand
land 70, miles northwest of o ..

Vientiane, Lalotiag casualties Sén - Frank E
.were not disclosed. : N
i About a regiment of North H(t)l::\c)e :a‘:mh:";
Vietnamese “soldiers moved 8

into the area after capturing
the Plain of Jars from gov-

.entry inte the Laotian con-

r
. ict.by American troops
aksane, just across the Me- s‘::mfl; sgrve to open up pa \

new front in the Vietnam

Voo

‘Moss (D,
statement,
seem to be

heading down the same 'trag-
ic' road ‘of escalation, Once..’ Congress last year prohibits|

" paid advisers are training
thousands of Laotian tribes-
men, -

1 "It may well be that there

- forces personnel on loan to
.. theClA, bearing arms but
|, in civilian clothes, doing very,
- much what our advisers did!
*~ in Vietnam,” Mondale said.
'A " resolution adopted by

.. are a.great number of armed ( .

ernment forces on Feb. 21; ‘3““15‘3"’:"“‘6‘*_“’“““%"“ the use of American. combat, -

the sources said. They re-

ported that the North Viet

namese apparently withdrew:

‘from the region about three

days ago. . !

. SOURCES 1IN Vientlane

sald Premicr Princo Souvan-

na Phauma s expected to ‘
aend latters on North Vit .
pamens military action Lo tha

‘Soviet and Britlsh ambassa-

‘dors asking for a meeting of\
ithe_L4-nation Geneya, confery
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By JAMES WIBGIHIART

Washington, IFeb, 27 (NEWS Burcau)—The United
States has no intention of committing ground troops to de- .
fend Laos even if Communist forces threaten to overrun
the country, high American officials said today. '
The officials, who cannot be 'l
named, said Jimited support of [voute to South Vietnam, ITowever,
"belesprured voyal Laolian forees |lhe Plain of Jars, wero TCC(‘M
will continue 1o be provided by |B-52 raids were ccntorcd, is far
eoncentrated B-52 bombing raidy | north of the o Chi Minh trail,
and through the clandestine *nd.| Administration gources pri.

|
visory?  serviees performed by v"\tc)v admit this mmn*nsrcncy.!
Ameriean military attaches and | Pt they point out too that I""l

" A y Laird to state publicly that the
Counter-Intellizence Agency men, vaids wero being mnde{o help the

But the official insisted thati.,
(the administration hag ruled out :;z:l ‘I“(ﬁ:n:?o,foﬁ?tv{g:l%?g‘ “]';

sending in combat troops to stem
the onslaught of Laotian . Com- Vlolatmg the 1062 Gemv“ mrd"

munist .and North Vietnamese-
army units,
Concede Worry Over Reds

These. officials eonceded that
President Nixon’s State and De-
fense Department advisers are
“very concerned” over the current
Communist offensive, which has
alveady routed royal Luotian
forces from the Plain of Jars and

which threatens areas to the
gouth and southwest,

The President's advisers still
don’t know if the Communist of-
fensive is.a bid to take over the
entire counhy or merely a sca-
sonal operation to recoup terrie
tory lost to royal Laotian froops
last fall; the officialy said.

BRut, they ndded, American ex-
perts on ‘%oubhenst Asia agree
that the Communists have the
military power to take over Lnos
at any time, and that American
{ntervention, in such an “event,
would not be worth the high cost
of defending the land-locked na-
tion,

~ TIrotective, Laird Tnsists
Meanwhile, administration
* Jeaders continued to shy away
from a detalled public account of
.S, Activity in Laos, Defenso
Secretary Melvin R, Laird said
£l U.S. military activity there
§s direetly yelated to a “policy of
rotective teaction” against

North Vietnameso threats to
iAmerican forces ik Soulh Yiet-
nam.

Laird insisted thaf U.8, Yomabs .- .
Sng raids in Lnos were aimed &) _ S T
interdicting North | Vietnameso . .
aupplies movlng through Laos #n
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"U.S. Action in Laos
Scored in Senate

Scnate Foreign Rclations, i ington added: : ne .
Committee members privy “S'l;(élyth;]si% ?)izlll::’t;ion appears‘.Agmemen.t -on Laosf prg;“;‘:;
"to the secrct U.S. operatlons 44" pe' borne out by vecent! e Statlomn‘ill_t 0 dri s
.in Laos intimated yesterday eyents.” ;:;%225 or military advisers
that the current Communist g . . Javits (R-' G, .
. retaking of the Plain of Jars Is- _N%’:)n. J;‘cg&cg{‘ go;,r::nitéee i Fnedhc:rtn a:gw?a%:i}(‘:f?::;ds
the inevitable result of the, ylember familiar with secrct';tgatscf:ra }c\mcrlcan military
U.S.-assisted Royal Lao gov-| pdministration testimony be-' .. nng’l stationed ' in F.a0s
fr{;mcnt offensive there last " fore Symington’s subcommit- g:(l:‘ Oclassificd as uatttachcs;p
- Jafl. ' "tee, . said - he shared Syming- an advisers. .
Sen. Stuart Symington (D-) ton's concern. m%ﬁ? t:ncithacr would divulge
Mo.), chairman of a subcom- An uncxpeeted particlpant o wurrent number of U.S. at-
. mittee Jooking into U.S. com-| in yesterday's debate was Sen.\ ¢, e unofficially estimated
mitments abroad, explained to{ Robert C. Byrd (D-W. Val) to be morethan 1,000, “I am:
the Secnate yesterday that he| who, until now, has been asso-| o " auithorized,” Bartch said,
has been unable to persuade| ciated with the Vietnam| s od who had direccted him’
the administration to rclease] “hawks.” not -to answer, he said, “my

.

secrel commitiee testimony on

what's going on in Laos.
Symington sald he had de-

cided, therefore, to. put into

Byrd called on the adminis-
tration to give the public the
facts. He noted that an esti-
Imated 100 U.S. pilots have

many supeciors Friedheim,
said simply, “I can't discuss
Laos on background or on any
other kind of ground.”, ' -\

i Fote e ona sk Bosantnlon! Sk e v.'.'\;i."""
the Congressional Record, ! Feladaalion bk

with his blessing of authen-
" ticity, an article by T. D. All-
_“man, a reporter for the Bang-
+* kok Post.

. Allman’s article, written last
~ September, said that “follow-
Y ing U.S.-Laotian planning ses- exient of our country's in-:

sions” that month at the sc--volvement in Laos,” Byrd said.,

cret Long Cehng base, “U.S., ; Meanwhile, the Defense and !

bombers, gunships, helicop- 'State Departments corrected, _ - . ]

ters, light aireraft and Laotian iwhat they said w er e misin-’ : T ol , |
: goldiers” swept into the lightly terpretations of remarks’ ; : B ’
“. defended Plain of Jars for the | Thursday by Secretary of De-;
. first time in five years and re.| fense Melvin R. Laird. :

took it from the Communists.| The Defense Department ac-:
.""Prediction Borne Out i knowledged indirectly that

Symington then underlined U.S. tacties in Laos may have

‘"two paragraphs of Allman's

chgmged in recent months de-’
article for particular attention | SPite Laird’s stattement that,
i by the Secnate:

“there has' been no basie; = - o .. .
“With the offensive, U.S,j

fhange as far as the U.S, pol-
: cy in Laos is concerned over
. policy of restricted bombing y

‘in northeast Laos and, more

the past three or four ycars.”
1 Asked whether Laird’s state-!
. importantly, the policy of re-iment meant that the United’
straining the Laotian govern- ;
ment forces from over-extend.

States has not stepped. up its
combat activitics in Laos, Pen-
~ {ng themselves, largely went
"~ by the hoard. . .

tagon spokesman -Jerry W,
“Few non-Laotlan Vientlane

Fricdlicim told newsmcn: “IHe

was talking about policy, not
- observers expect these major
" and unexpected victorles to

tactics. You have a basle pol-
last. As soon as the Commu-

icy and you carry it out as

best you can.”

“ pists can Tegroup, most ob- Friedheim and State De-
servers feel they will sweeppartment spokesman C arl)
back onto the Plain and re-
verse their losses along Route

? ; L e

been lost in bombing missions
over Laos and at least 25 other
‘Americans have been killed in
the fighting there. ) :

“Before these casualty fig.
"ures rise further, the Ameri-.
can pcople should be told the

Bartch both disputed -Laird’s
remark Thursday that the| . - i
NN Unlted: States ‘may, have adi] v .17 !

oy .
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. 1962,

their side of the ccasefire * .units, and CIA communication “He returned today, = ° ‘
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By TAMMY! \RBUCKLE

Special to The Siar

[ scape roules pre-'t
VIENTIANE — The capture ; om0 Pre"t HANOI LOSES

of Long Chien, headquarters of .
the Laotian government forces'
in northeast Laos, could intro-
duce a new clement into the
w:{;h::‘ I‘J]?:s}g(,g Geneva Ac- \Thong'are all AID workers en- | government_outpost nine milcs

cords were signed, Long Chien* running
e ypder governmelt s | o, Thre als av hre | ey
it, they would hold, for the'
first time, territory not on

LA

' i s, which recaptured
" The Americans in Sam j its forces, which T :
\Thong slecp in their clothes; l','_thc Plain 9( Ja'rs'_tht.s week.

ared. . : R
. Edgar (Pop) Bucll sayshe; LAOS QUTPOST .
‘has run from the Communists ' . yiENTIANE (UPD) — Norti
19 limes In the past 10 years. tyje(namese troops captured and
| “The Americans . at Sam , then gave up a hilltop Laotian

1

gaged in school building and |from the US. support basc -at
dispensaries in the hill {San Thong in fighting repor.lc,c:!'

US. “military ataches”’ Military sources said the Com
there. Y - :, munist troops drove out the 10 to

o 1o oo - defenders early
side of the agreed Long Chien is Vang Pao's {20 ‘government de

cease-fire line.

U.S. Embassy officials here  There reportedly are more ..ment troops moved in to coun-
still are hoping Ianoi will re- " than 50 Americans at Long™ terattack. . O
strain itself to “limited ambi- . Chien. According to reporters:; The U.S. Ambassador in Vien:

: headquarters 12 miles east of : yesterday but then re;reated lat-
' Safﬁ‘gl’iwﬂg-- R zr in the day as Laotian govern-

By this they mean _who have been there, this in- : tiane;” G.. McMurtrie Goldley,
Hanoi's restricting itself onlyd cludes Amecrican crews of Jol- went to Saigon for a meepnﬁ
_ to taking back areas held in ["ly Green Giants, mechanics''yesterday with the America

"and armorers for bombers and :,commanders in Vietnam and the

To date the Communists | AC 47 gunships, CIA ground /commander of U.S. forces in the
« have only claimed territory on | 'operatives advising guerrilla¥; Pacific, Adm. John 8. M"c‘“-‘_‘-s

: line, But yesterday, a North . specialists who monitor Ha-"', Goldley's aides described ‘the

\ Victnamese battalion was re- " noi’s radio traffic.

"1 meeling in Saigon as “routine” ; .

" ported to be moving to the . Military experts say Hanoi ‘! but could not recall, when, the:

" rear of Long Chicn and Sam _~ wants to knock out Vang Pao's-l‘i_‘;;gtgpe W_“held..s apemd
and Lao military '“forces, which have been a | : T
. sources said they expected’ “thorn in their side for elght’ PR T I A
- Communists to attack the two - years. e ‘ : '

- Thong,

outposts. 1. Vang Pacs’ guerr_ilia'actior;s,' . T .

4 i Cagainst ~ Communist supply o et o
,.egf,rtlec;sﬂomb: rg:;c(:]arﬁ ?{gl lines, combined with Hanoi’s: - T
* two sites. { preoccupation with South Viet-1 AR - EPEE

Lao military said the North
Victhamese were moving
-down along the Nam Nhicp |
River east of Long Chien. Ly
The North Vietnamese move service toTush supplies to! ' ¥
takes them around the flank of ”u. - ‘“ R PP S
" a new defense line sel up by . ’ —
«Meco Gen. Vang Pao, head of
‘the U.S.-suppurted “clandes-
tine army” in Laos. Y
> The left flank is protected by | :
Aroops headed by Gen. Kou~, - .. - -
. prasith Abbay at the Sala: ~o . ... % "
- Phou Khoun crossroads —the .. = . -
. junction of Routes 13 and 7, ;, = ..~
Hanoi forces have moved ! - -
around the right flank near.
* Route 4, Lao military sources

-

‘said.

A reporter visited -Sam' -
" Thong earlier this week and -

nam, have forced the Commu-
nists to withdraw from large |
portions of Laos since 1062, -
.. Intelligence sources say Ha-.
ol is uging a 1,000-truck shut- |

saw preparations being made" SR
_for a Communist attack. e e O
» American medics were dig- . el : B A

“ging a bunker near the hospital ‘ ’ ‘ '

bags.

The Americans

_rocket attack, A ,
- A notice in the Sam Thong' o , ' :

mess hall informed Americans | N o “
* where rifles were o ‘

 Jeed,

-

while other men filled sand- T . h S R .

' fiving quall'; ;
ters wag sandbagged against a

4.

lncuoof;
. R

/
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One Vlemam is too memy

/ Muaryland’s Repubhcan Sen, Charles
M

Mathias Jr. is sure-as-shooting right

:that the American people will not stand

 still for a policy that gets us out of Viet-

- Laos.

\/ " And Iilinois’ Sen. Charles Percy is”

. equally right in asking for an ‘end to the
: : secrecy that has hidden the nature and. -
- United States can head it off.

‘ s extent of U.S. involvement in Laos.

"What is certain is that, for all the =
CIA cloak-and-dagger work and the
_military’s massive “adviser’’ program .
..and the pouring of éndless U.S. trea- -
\/aﬁ'e intd what Carl Rowan calls that
Yeittle landlocked piece of real estate,” -
we once more have the Communists -

- about where they want us. And it is ter-
‘ribly late in the season for another
such mess. '

" But with all of this said, it is quite an-"""
other thing to figure where Mr. Nixon

¢can go from here.” One reason, of
course, is that the American people
have not been told where we stand
now. ;

. Our involvement in Laos is nothing
new; we have been mucking around in

that “Idahe-size country” with our CIA
agents and our Green Berets and “ci-
vilian" advisersand our millions about

as long as we have been in South Viet- .-
nam, and as’long as eight years ago we-

pulled out 666 ‘‘advisers” under the

Geneva agreement. The North Viet-
namese pulled out 40 and we suspécted,
with plenty of cause, that they were .

cheating. Since then we have used Laos
airfields to harass the Communists in

Vietnam and the Communists have used -

Laos as an avenue iito South Vietnam,
while Prince Souvanna Phouma with

the help of both Thailand -and the-
United States has fought back at the.

Iﬁw-.d-v s

V ietnam-backed Laos Communisis:

who are eternally trying to do him in. N

What else has been going: on is Iargely

" speculative,
~nam_ but leaves us caught up in an *°
_“equally messy and open-ended war in’ ..

The Thai participation is not exactly*
altruistic. In fact it almost:seems as;
though the dominos are still lined up®
across Southeast Asia much as they

-were a decade ago, all waiting to:

tumble at the Reds’ nudge, unless the<

Yet if that is the case (and there are’

"of course major differences between !

then and now) the President.of -thei

~. United States has far fewer c:)ptlcms1

’now than 10 years ago.

«congressional aisle represent angry:
millions and tens of millions across the ;

- country crying, “‘Stop!”’ ' .i

In spite of certain: quahfxcatlons that
Mr. Nixon originally placed on his de- |

‘escalation decision, we believe at this
" point in history that decision is irrever-
..sible. The United States has borne |
.-nearly a third of a million casualties in |

“Southeast Asia; it will not take anoth-
"er such decade of frustration and sacri- ;
fice. Whatever risks may be involved :
in maintaining the pace of the pullout’,

== and there are cruel risks — they «
cannot match the perils of indefinite .

bogdown in a futile war. The com- '
mander of U.S. forces in the: Pacific, !

. Adm. McCain, may be utterly right in !
- declaring Laos.*‘critically important to |
. the free Asian countries’ efforts to

B

withstand the Communist aggresswe?

- -campaign.” i
“* What has also become clear in 10 3

.years is that either the Southeast {
Asians, themselves, must care enough 1
to halt-that aggression, or face the fact |

. that neither the United States nor any- }
ona alse can: savelthem. Iy
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Where are we going in LjOSN

On Feb. 17 we said on this page that_

¢ something odd was going on.in Laos. In
i the past 10 days the mtuatlon there has
- grown in gravity. There is every in-

. dication that the U.5. military in- -
_valvement in Laos has escalated con-
51derably and there is fear that another

! Vietnam may be in the making.
" Sen Charles. H. Percy. (R-Ill.) has

- joined the growing group of senators to
. express his concern — and that of his
‘ Tllinois constituents — about the Laos™
"gituation. Percy said, ‘““There is a:
~grave concern in the counfry as to

. where we are going.”’

. Thére is little information commg'
“trom Laos to determine where the
United States is ‘going. Two American ,

. reporters who visited a secret base in

Laos reported that U.S, bombers were -
# taking off at the rate of one a minute, . .
: apparently to bomb Communist troops
»in the battle for the Plain of Jars, in

“northeastern Laos, which the Commu-~

- nists won when. Laotian troops deserted

:in the face of enemy fire. The two re-

‘porters were arrested by the Laotian -
government and taken out of the area.

‘Sen.. Sfuart Symington (D-Mo.) has

‘home to tell Congress about Laos and
“to explain the difficulties reported by
*the press in getting at the facts. . -

A number of Senators. are chargmg
ﬁu&sn Nitpwrn . -

" raised about Laos deserve an answer,

‘the administration was paying only lip:.

“fusal by the administration to-answer 3

" ‘abroad — that would rival that under- ]
» asked that G. McMurtie Godley, the * which President Johnson's adminis- 4
. U.S. ambassador to Laos, be called "
-:other senators who are disturbed about *
. Laos should continue to press even

.smore strongly for a full. axring abnut_

the administration with a dehbcutez

. coverup - in Laos. Sen. Charles McC. j
‘Mathias Jr. (R-Md.) says that hun‘g

dreds of former Green Beret troops '’

. have been reoruited by the CIA and are | ‘
engaged in clandestine oﬁ&gtlons in '

- Laos. Mathias asks, “Can the reserva- {
- tion of war powers to the .Congress be | -

circumvented by redesignating sol- j
diers as agents of the CIA or as mili- |
tary advisers?” 4

This question and all .the others 2
{
4

President Nixon has said repeatedly

- that he does not want another Vlet~

“nam. He has p]edged a decreasing U.S.+ 4y
-military presence in Southeast Asia. In' i
‘his recent State of the World message 3
‘the President made it plain that thex

United Statés would expect other na- 5
tions to take dn their own burdens of ; i
defense. . T

The situation in Laos appears as if- 2

service to those objectives. Further re-:|
the questions about Laos could create a

credibility gap - not only at home but..

tration suffered. Sen. Percy and all the

ity st
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Sﬁys ihey ™
; By JOE COLLIER
~ After meeting thh the North Viet-

' Euﬂ'em Sees ';‘Nori'h Vaei‘numese\

’“me CIA for Lcaos
‘IIS m::;EEﬂ?mmc

i
3
1
i

“They feel that only the House- and

mamese delegation at the Paris peace ‘.' the Senate, whichcon tr ol the purse
\/ talks yesterday 'and today, Cleveland in- v

idustrialist -Cyrus Eaton said the North.'

{Vietnamese believe the U. S. plans a, ma- - .

jor. CIA-inspired war effort in Laos,

Reached at his Paris hotel, Eaton told
The P,ress this is the intenpretatxon
North ' Vietnamese take of the current *

U, 8. bombmg m Laos’ Plain of Jars re-,

'gion.

minds of the North Vietnam delegation, '

lAgency as a prelude to five or six years:
of war in Laos.

“These ,men tell me that they are'

keeping cloee track of the White House, '
the State: Department and the Pentagon

Eaton siso said the bombing, in the v dxrm in its two fundamental pre-condl-]

tlons for ending the war in. South Vlet- i
i 1

5 “T am sure Hanol wants peace. But: " -~

"~ delegates insist that the U. S.'mafst first

<.announce a fimetable for withdrawal of:

" .~ forces, and that the. Saigon Government

strings, can return the U. S. to sanity m}
. Southeast Asian policy.” {

Eaton, Araveling with an aide, Norman'.

"..; Comisky, entertained six members of the)

;> North Vietnamese - delegation to dinner

g .last night and five members of the Revo-

lutionary Front at his quarters in the’
Ritz. .

oL AM CONVINCED » Eaton said in al o

.- telephone conversation, “that Hanoi is

mmmemm———n o m

and have concluded that the CIA has un- ,' must be expanded to include all politi-
duly influenced all of them in the war in -’ c‘:‘g 1eelements of the Soubh Vietnamese ‘
Laos which has exspanded inthe last few : PEOP ' '
days," Eaton said, o “They say thhdrawal of forces by the e 1

* U. S. can be flexible and extend to nx . '|
[

“TH'EY AND THE ambassadors from o months or @ year or 18 months

‘other ‘countries stationed in Laos, whom ° ("’ “All people I have talked with say that _

T visited in_ meber. all believe the .. Hanol will never retreat from thon to o .  '

ew: Luoswar: wmmnm bvmmunmwmﬂm peace.”; e
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ruptive confrontation, I concluded thai tho
power to nct on the rpot rhould not he stul-
tned: but that In spiie of nll the rlsks of
Monday morning guarlerbnacks on the fac-
ulty, the Iresldent shiould aubmit his nce-
tions to review and sbould, If necessary, mnke
the lssue one of confidence, If he were Lo re-
celve a vote of no confidence, he should ofler
to resign, This conclusion is fmplicit in the
“pear John” letter of April 1069, in which I

© tried to spell out our thinking nhout the pro-
tection of dissent and the preventlon of dig-
ruption.

The principte of executlve accountabllity
as the price which must be pald for the ex-
ercise of excentive discretion has, up Lo now,
veen formally limited to the power of the
trustees to fire the man they hircd ns Prest-
dent. This is a terribly limited and Inhibited
power,
running contrary to the expectation of n life-

time tenure. There is no objective occnslon |

or event which invites the appraisal, Even
Lhie most decorous and covert effort to remove
an unsatisfactory president s nt Pbest o mat-

ter of intense personal angulsh to everyono

concerned,

Sinee it s likely to be resorted to only after
deep rumblings of widespread dissntisfaction
have been voleed in several quarters, tho

chiances of concecaling the reasons for pro-’

maturo retlrement are very slight. If the
mnalaise has erupted into rude, crude, and
wanattractive challenpe, then of course tho
trustees are 11kely to get their defensive hacks
up, just to prove that they cannot be pushed
around and that the Institution wiil not ho
governed by mob rule. So, tho worse the dis-
ease, the harder the cure.

The essence of the problem is that, while
there is legal accountabllity to the trustees,
there 1s no orderly way in which those most
significantly nffccted by maladmindstration
can invoke trustee nctlon within n measur=
able time, without open challenge to the
stability of the institution and the integrity

" of its processes.

It sccms to me that the only way this

problem can be golved 15 to require tho perl-

odie, expliclt renewal of a president’s tens
ure. I happen to think that ten or twelvo
years or 50 is ahout enough anyway, although
‘thero s no generalization valid for all times
and places nnd pcople. More important than
the length of average tcerm, however, 1s the
need for some shorter interval which permits

periodic reassessment as & matter of course,.

without waiting for or requiring invidious
or disruptive publlc complaint, Unless there

15 somo such arrangement, the hope for pgen=.

ulne accountabllity at all levels of author-
. ity is Ulusory.

1 think Yale would be better off If It were
understood that tho trustces would make
o systematic reappraisal and expliclt con-
sideration of tho President's reappointment
at some specified interval, This might be
goven years after ithe initial appointment,
perhaps at a somewhat shorter interval there-
after. I would urpe the trustces right now
10 consider ndoptinn of nuch a policy., This
would mean & termination of my present np=
pointment a year from June and an expliclt
judgment about the wisdam of my reappoint=
ment by that time, Under present circums
stances the elfect would be to make tho office
more attractive not only for inltial appoint-
ment but also for continuation in it,

Of course the trustces could not, an
should not, abdicate thelr ultlmate responsl
bility for the exerciso of thelr best judgmcn%
ahout the best interests of the lnstitution,
‘Oceaslona have arisen, and may well rlso
ngain, where deflance of popular student and
faculty opinion ia in foct Juatified by an
1nsue of principlo, just na may ho the deflanco
of alumni or public opinlon. Reservation of
this duty and right, however, docs not Jusge
tify insulation of either the Prosldont or thoe
trustoca from e periodio, systemnntio nancos=
rom; of what studont and feculty opinlon

since it cannot be oxerclsed without

CONGRESSIONATL RECORD — SENATE

Such nccountability from top Lo hotlom of
tho Institution would requiro startlingly new
measures for full disclosuro of the meelingn
at which declslona were talen: and unor-
thodox revision of the terms of presidential
appointment, Disturbing aa they may seem
from thu perzpective of inherited tradition,
T would nrpe with great conviction that they
would be far more consistent with the nature
of n free acadeinic community, nnd the acd-
mintstrative leadership 1t tequires, than
would tho sharlog of faculty nnd adminis-
tralive responsibillity for academle nnd {n-
stitutional pollcies,

It such real accouniability were achieved
then I have no doubl whotsoever that con-
sullation would become regulnr, widesprend,
and sertous. This should include formal as
well as Informal participation, including
clected groups where nppropriate. .No one
with nny sense, let alone pride and ambli-

4 tlom, could fail to take seriously the import-

ance of ndequate consultation with those

_.to whom he would in fact be held account-

able at perlodlc intervals, Sometlmes the
processes of consultatlon will bo best cerved
by’ an clective process; sometimes 1t wiit
beost be done by trylng dellberately to im-
panel @ group with n greater veriety of
interests and viewpoints than would prob-
ably cmerge from majority vote. Also there
aro mixed solutlons, relylng in part on bal-
jot, in purt on adminlstrative selection.

Most important there should be no exclusive *

channel of communication or opinion, nor

any requirement that all consultation should”

be formal.

If 1t were limited for the most part to cone
sultatlve arrangements, “legltimocy” might

loso some of its rigidity. Even if ultimate’

responsibility should lle with tho tuil-time
faculty and ndminisiration, subject only to
review by the trusices, consultative partlc-
ipation is both good ecducation for the
participants but essentlal if the institu-
tion is to he nlert to its own needs in a Iast
changing society.

I make theso somewhat radieal proposals

beeause while I do respect and share the

alssntisfaction with n governance which
seoms free to ignore the will of the gov-
erned, I think that the sharing of faculty
and administrative power with students on
o widely dispersed democratic basis would
be a disaster for our kind of academic in-
stitution, So I urge much more strenuous
examination of techniques of sccountability.
They would be more fitting for Unlversity

- governance than would technigques for the

sharing of ultimate responsibility with the
transient student constituency. In order to
further serjous consideration of these pos-

 sibilitles, I submit the concrete proposals
- concerning disclosure and the terms of

presidentind appointment as worthy of con-
sideration. Much more thought and inquiry

ig in order before such notlons could harden -

into concrete proposals, They scem 1o mo,

* however, to point in n direction far moro

promining than expecting actual direction of
Unlverslty afinirs to como from n partlel-
pnatory democracy in which only a minority

would prrifclpate, a representotive democs

racy which would bo unlikely to be truly
representative, and the substitution of a
legislative power for whnt are inherently ex-

" ecutive responsibilities,

U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN LAOS

Mr, HARRIS. Mr, President, the con- -

cein over our apparent incrensing in-
volvement in Linos is growing dally. Lost
week 16 was reported that B-52's aro
dropping bombs in northern Laos very
closo to the Chinese border. This weck.
new reports are claiming that ex-Green

Bercts, allegedly CTA employecs, aro.

being usod {n Laos, The question rndsed

. 9

February 27, 1970

by these undenled cvents are very Im-
portant and answers Lo these questions
should be provided to both the Congress
and the American public, '

11, as the administration claims, Laos
and Victnam are related, does the recent
increase in activity in Laos slgnify an
expansion of the Vietnam war? It would
be tragic if the net result of the Presi-
dent’s Vietnamization plan is a shifting
of the batilefleld from Victnam to Laos.

If the news reports are accurate, have
we committed ourselves to another land
war in Asia? The warnings against such
an involvement are well known to all
Amcricans, and surely our experience in
Vietham should be ample proof of the
goundness of the warnings we have re-
ceived.

If we are committed to involvement in
o conflict in Laos, under what treaty or
other agreement are we bound to such a
conflict? We know that Laos has dis-
claimed any right of SEATO protection
and that In 1962, in the declaration of
the neutrality of Laos the major powers,
including the United States, recognized
this disclaimer.

If we are committed, what is the ex-
tent of the commitment and how much
of a sacrifice will the American public
be called upon to make? Since we al-
ready have reports of American casual-
ties in Laos—191 American alrmen had

- been reported as missing as of February

24—this is no idle questlion, and one
about which the American public de-
‘serves an immediate answer.

Answers to these gquestions and others

- should be provided to Congress and to

the American public. If these questions

-had been asked at the outset of the Viet-

nam Involvement, perhaps we would not
have made some of the tragic mistakes
that have been made. I am pleased that

‘the distinguished senior Senator from

Missouri (Mr. SyYMINGTON), has Te-
quested that G. McMurtric Godley, the
U.S. Ambassador in Laos, be recalled for
testimony before the special committee
he heads. I support the action taken by

" Senator Symincron and I hope that his

efforts and the concern of the public
that is beginning to be voiced on this
matter will convince the administration
of the need to furnish answers to these
vital questions,

COMMUNICATION FROM HO CHI
MINH TO PRESIDENT NIXON

Mr. DOMINICK. Mr. Preskdent, late
last year I received in the mail a most
jnteresting and provocative program
from @ distinguished faculty member,
Dr. Roy Colby, of Colorado State Col-
lege, in Greeley, Colo. Enclosed with the
letter to me was o copy of his letter to
President Nixon, dated November 5, 1969,
which in turn included a translation
from Communese-English to standard
English of Mo Chi Minh's reply to the
President's Jetter of last summer. Also
included in the letter to me was an ar-
ticle cntitlecd “Sprechen Sie Commu-
nese?,” written by Reed J. Ivvine, an
adviser to thie Division of International

inance and Chief of the Asin, Africa.,
and Latin American Section of the Board
of Governors of the Fuoderal Rescrve
Systom. The articdle was published in .
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beran operating at 9:30, when the Sennle
first went into scsston this morning fol-
lowing the recess, o will bepin opernt-
Iy at the close of the nddress of the
Senator from Californin (Mr. CRANSTON),

" Therefore, I shall not object in this
instance,

Mr., GRIFFIN, Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object—and I shall not—
is there no provision for a morning hour
this morning?

Mr. BYRD of West Virginia. The Sen-
ator is correct. The Scnate did not nd-
journ yesterday at the close of the day,
but recessed instead.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. There is no such provision for a -

morning hour this morning.

Mr. SYMINGTON. I appreciate the
courtesy of the assistant majority leader
and the assistant minority lender.

Mr. BYRD of West Virglnin, I say-

again. Mr. President, I can make no cx-
ceptions, while I am on the floor, to the
operation of, the Pastore rule. I feel
honor bound not to make any exception
or show any partiality, regardless of
who the Senntor may be. Otherwise, the
rule cannot be made to work. But in this
instance, I am not sure as to what my
rights are under the Pastore rule; and
that being the case, T am not going
to object.

Moreover, the Senator from Califor-
nia (Mr. CransTON) who was to be rec-
ognized under the previous order is not
in the Chamber at this time. Therefore,

I do not object to the request of the .

//jistlnguishcd Senator for 4 minutes.

LAOS—THE SECRET WAR

Mr. SYMINGTON, Mr. President, with -

the current interest directed at what the
administration has repeatedly called
“recent initiatives” by the North Viet-
namese and Pathet Lao in the Plain of
Jars, I think it worthwhile to look back
to what was golng on in Loas last Sep-
tember.

The full story of this period and the
whole history of flghting in Laos is con-
tained in testimony taken by the Sub-
committee on United States Sccurity
Agreements and Commitments Abroad
of the Forelgn Relations Committee. Un-
- fortunately the administration has scen

fit neither to discuss fully with the Aner-
fcan people U.S. involvement in that
country and the reasons for it, nor to
- permit releasc of the transcript of these
hearings which contain that information.
Recognizing the basle responsibility to
respect to the security classificntion at-
tached to this mnterial as it was given Lo
us, the subcominittee has not published
that information, formally or informally.,
Unfortunately, as Senators we have
responsibilitics to the American pcople,
and In this instance it is important to

note an article published last September -

in the Bangkok Post by Mr. T. D, Allman,
a reporter who has covered the Lootlan

war for some time and who was one of .

the three reporters recently arrested in

Laos. T would note particularly his qis- .

cussion of U.S. activities in Laos last fall
and his analysis that:

Farly this month (8Beptember), following
T.8.-Laotian planning secssions at Long
Cheng, U.8. bombers, gunships, helicopters,

'

AT AT AT

|
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Hght atrernft, and Lnotlan soldlers bepan
the lurpest and polliticnlly most Imporiant
joinl, operntion in the recent history of tho
Lnotian war,

Taking advantage of tho Communists’ over=
extended  position, tho joint U.8.-Laotian
force swept Into the lghtly defended Plain
of Jars, bringing the ground war to the Plain
for the flrst time in more than flve years.

And his conclusion that:

With tho offensive, the U.S. policy of re-
stricted bombing in northeast Laos, and
more importantly, the policy of restraining
the Laotian government forces from over-
extending themselves, largely went by the
board,

Sadly, his prediction— .

Few non-Lnotian Vientiane observers ex-
pect these major and unexpected victorles to
1nst. As soon as the Communists can regroup,
most observers feel they will sweep back onto

the Plaln and reverse thelr losses along

Route 9—

Appears to be borne out by recent
evenls.
The Amecrican people deserve to have

the facts on this growing war situation.
The policy that hides these facts behind .

the clonk of secrecy can only compound
the difficult problem we already face.
I ask unanimous consent to have

printed in the Reconp an article enditled”

“The Laotian Pendulum Swings Ta 7ii%
Fro,” written by T. D, Allmon and pusi-
lished in the Bangkok, Thailand, Post
of September 26, 1969.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

THE LAOTIAN PENDULUM SwiNGS To anp Fro
(By T. D. Allman)

In March of this year, taking advantage of

their steadlly improving system of roads and

tralls, tho Communists massed Imore than -

five battalions around Na Khang, the supply

centre for Samneua Province. In less than -

twenty four hours this force routed a govern«
ment contingent from Na Khang and its cru-
cial airfield, The Communists were nppar-
ently even able to bring forward anti-nircraft

. guns for the attack, because n U.S. jeb wns

shot down during the fighting, With Na
Khang suddenly lost, the Government's

tenuous hold on Bamneua Province evapo-.

rated.

In response, the U.8. increascd ite ‘bomba-
ing effort In northeast Laos to its present
level of about 300 sorties a dny. Depending

on your point of vicw, the North Vietna= .

mese by attacking Na Khang, or the U.S.
by increasing the bombing, had set in mo-
tion an escalntory chain of events,

U.S. bombs could not put the Laotians
back in Nn Khang, The main gquestion was
whethor the intensilled atr attncks could
foreatnll further communist advances, Sig-
ntficantly, certnin restraints sulll oxirted on
U.4. bombing, Tho Khang Khal nrea | and
most of the Plain of Jars wore sbill npared.
1t also appears that uniil recontly U8, bomib-
ers tried not to hli coolle trains, on the
grounds that the coolles were innocent, and
perhaps friendly, clvilians,

The nccelorated US bombing, however,
failed to halt a persistent but gradual com-
munist advance. By May, 1t appearcd likely
that the North Vietnamese would follow up

their capture of Na Khang with a successful

assault on Muong Soui, & much more im-
portant base northwest of the Plaln of Jars.

The result of the threst to Muong Boul.
. was still another declsion which raised the

ievel of violence in northenst Laos, For the
fArst time, US oMeinls complied with long-
atonding Laotian requests for bombing and
logistics asupport . for an . unprecedented

February 27, 1970

forny (nto communint territory near the Plaln
af Jurs, Such reruents in the past had always
heen vetoed beeauns of their tmplicitly escas
Intory nature,

In Mny, In n daring diverslonary attock,
UK hombera leveled Lhe the town of JXieng
Khouang, toutheant of tho Plaln. Lantian
troops then moved in, fanned out into nearby
valleys and even, for a short time puzhed
onto the southeast rim of the stlll sacro-
sanct Plain of Jara,

The ploy for a time seemed to succeed.
DPressure on Muong Hout eased s the Com-
munlst laboriously shuttled an estimated
‘elght combat butinllony from the Munng
Soui area toward Xieng Khousngville, Just
as the communist counter-offensive assumed
{ts full force, the Laotions ataged a tactical
detreat in US aireraft. The rains had begun.
It sappeared that Muong Soul had heen
saved, and the stalemate in northeast Laos
had been preserved for another year, The
price had been the destruction of the most
populous communist-controlled town in
northenst Laos and n deflnite acceleration
of the US war effort there, .

The ploy failed. At the end of June, over-
renching themselves, the Communists seized
Muong Sout anyway. They also brieflly oce
cupied a strategic road junction, Snla Phou
Khoun, on the rond between Vientiane and
Luang Prabang and later successfully at-
tacked & weak government position south-
wost of Muong Soui. It was obvious that,
unlike in previous years, the main North
Vietnamese force would not pull back into
North Vietnam for the rainy scason but re-
main in Laos and try to press its advantage.
Vientlane observers feared another commu-
nist push, this time toward Vang Vieng,

;.» 1nst major progovernment neutralist
sironghold.

‘Again the spiral of escalation had taken
another swing. Was the North Vietnamese
decision not to pull back thls year the cause,
or was the cause the unprecedented foray
against Muong Soul? The two events seemed
intertwined beyond analysis. .

What is now fatally apparent 1s that the
situation of late June and early July prompt=

ed still another—and much more serious—

acceleration of the fighting. Eatly this month,
tollowing US-Laotinn planning sessions ab
Long Cheng, US bombers, gunships, hell»
copters, light aircraft and Laotian soldiers

. begnn the largest and poMtically most im-

portant joint operation in the recent history
of the Laotian war,
Taking ndvantage of the Communists’

. over-extended position, the joint US-Laotian

force swept into the lightly defended Plain

of Jars, bringing the ground war to the Plain |

for the first tlme in roore than five years.
They coptured the entire Plain in less than
two weeks, capping their victorles with the

. oceupation of Khang Khat, until the attack

the site of o Chinese diplomatic misslon.
With the offensive, the US policy of re-
stricted bombing in mnortheast Lnos, and
more importantly, the policy of restraining
the Laotlan government forces from overe-
oxtending themselves, largely went by the
board, Simultanecously, in  Central Laos,
Amorlean-hicked Lonotian units pushed east
along Route 9 toward the Ho Chin Minh
trail, in an aren where there had been no
commmunist offensive for more thnn n year,
They capturcd the town of Muong Phine,
and an unprecedented veil of ofiicial se-

.crecy supported Incorrect reports that the
Laotian force hnd even reached Sepone, o °

long-held communist town. right on the Ho
Chi Minh trail,

few non-Laotian Vientiane observers ex=
pect these major and unexpected victories

.t0 1ast. As soon as the Communlsts can re-

group, most obsecrvers feel they will sweep
back onto the Plain and reverse their losses
along Route 9. The major question, there<
fore, is ‘whother or not the risk of provoking
‘A -communiet counter-oscalation was out-
weighed by the obvious bavoo the thrusts

Al
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«ccase and Laos could lapse into the in-
siznificance  that any visitor to the
‘eountry finds to be its natural state. ”
i Unforlunately, as after the Geneva
Confcrence in 1054, the plans laid for
Laos were frustrated by the extremes of 1 }
right and left refusing to agree and both €s¢, who had often been aclive In Sup-.
of them draining support away from port of the Pathet Lao,-now began 1o
the neutralist center, instead of trying take complete charge of opcrations in.
1o build up the power of Prince Souvanna Laos. L T
Phouma, ' , The war then divided iato lwo sec..
Although a coalition government was + tions, One. was to maininin ithe access ,
formed, suspicions sutvived. The Pathot routes leading from. Nosth: ,.Vietnanr
) o : L I £ Y B B PN 1.2 (Y SN T AR

. . : v

Two-Part’ War Evolt‘ved" B

But by 1963 the war in Vietnam ‘was
steadily growing and the North Vietnam-

: g 13,‘ . Amoricans, .

. as properly controlled by the
forces and they were

“wlLao and

1R000700060001-0

B ; ‘ '- v . - - [ 0

‘Ihe Flain of Jars: - [

_ . . i . L ‘ K - T
e b e @) M STATOTHR< %}
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" For 20 years now, & tug o war has raged "
f oo o . Co . o ' . i: ' ' ' . .
. ™ 18 . N B o ~ L) s . . . 'y o,
. over the Laotian region of strange crockery . -
' : RN e L . . ' . ) N . ’

) ' By. RICHARD HARRIS, The. Times of London T ' o "
 LONDOX — The Plain of Jars—so * through Laos into South Victnam or into
called from the large prehistorie funcral - { giNa Mengliy " EHINA Vo the um_nhabxted Ju'ngles of r.\olrtheast
urns that have been found there—has * |+ e NORTH J"Cambodia—a war directly subsidiary to
been  disputed . between leftewing and "~ By T VIET NAM and in aid of the war,in Vielnam.
vight-wing fovces in  Laos ever since ‘ R ; w The. other was the war in northern
guerritla activity began In the country LAOS HANO! Goll of 'Laos, centering around the Plain of-
20 years ago. - m enkin %3, 1-Jars, with the aim of bringing into;

A uscful point at which readers of ™ | L ey . e B -pow::r in Vientianc a government of

“this sad history can begin, howevet, is | ST | HAINAN. a. ncutralist or Jeft-wing character satiss
190, when a coup in Vientiane, led by Bynsiant XKhevens . g aiciory to the North Vietnamese. -
.a young captain of parachutists, Kong . WaK* . Thi " wos  rosisted not only b t.hc‘
Lac, tricd to install a neutralist regime L Neviem RPN R (lls w 'st res ‘a ical f y in:
_With Prince Souvanna Phouma as the |- il . ') simixed military and poiilct orces in:
prime minister. - ‘ . N -1 \ Vientiane Jbut hy _Thmland—a country!

This was resisted by Prince Boudt “ ‘.maumn “It. with an historica) interest in Laos that
Oum. the rightwing prime minister—a o' prosiy ‘"'oi"'ggﬁ)’sl—(irﬁd]l,)cc?\nr::r:'ic:l:illwlz:c}kil:‘gsh viet
representative of one of the rival princely ° | avyhess . ‘ ! y . B

. houscs in the kingdom-—and his military . *]  sanxok . S o, 7
- commander, Gen, Phoumi Nosavan,’ | e - Assassigalions Occurred x
whose connections were closo both with ‘CAMBODIA . t
; Thailand and with the American Cen- . . L Incidents such as. the assassination
'itral Intelligence Agency. Wt PHNOM ¢INH - of the lefl-wing neutralist foreign -mins:
¢ . ‘ : \.ister, Quinim Pholsena, and of another
i Fairy-Story- Llemeuts © | Guitel Siem "y | neutralist police chicf soon put an end,
‘ e I -1 -+ to any. hope of cooperation. . 3

As a result, Prince Souvanna Phouma ol S A 'In.re(_:lent years the main events ha\'e:q

“and tl(}c fncutrn‘}ist forces of 'lx;ong Ifac, o 750 _ South Chine See ~been:. . ' 1

s gvicte rom Vientiane, set themseclves - SSTatglemnis L ' S : . i . Y

“up on the Plain’ of Jars. Farther cast on " - . April 1963—Communist ,offensive bq-?
this plain were the Communist-led Pathet ;" woEan against remaining _neutralist posi-}
\Lao forces under the nominal leadership . L e g .. "“tions bn the Plain of Jars. ’
of Prince Souvannavong—half-brother of Lao. ministers in Vientiane found’ condi- . . ]
Prince Souvanna Phouma. : tions were made impossible for them. ‘Aprit 1.964—Right-wing military coup.
"To these characters, admirably de-  Thebrict alliance of center and left to ~in  Vientiane _overthrows Prince .Sou-
gigned for a fairy story, must be Y dded” force a coalition against the right soon vanna Phouma’s government, His posi-§

“inhe sinister elements off-stage: the. North ,broke up and Prince Souvanna Phouma tlon was later restored, but the Pathel.
.Victnamese backers of the Pathet Lao. moved away from the left, . ..+ 'Lao claimed he was a prisoner of the!

Fventually a resumed Geneva Com- * Then the neutralist forces Lhcmsclvcs"';'.ght and refused any longer. to recognize.

-fcrcnpc,dnngrdsiuing from 19?11 tg July, split, a part going over wholly to }hc.a im ag prime minister. :
1962, decided—Russians —an hincse Communist side .and the rest, remaining o . N
concurring—that Laos should be given .at the western end of the Plain’ of. July 1?64"13,?“5}"““55‘.““ talks aimed.
“a  neutralist-led coalition government. Jars, staying behind Prince Souvanna ';;‘“ bringing together the three 5,“1(‘,5' i

-"All big-power interference could then Phouma. . PR ;Laos cventually resulted in talks in Paris!

bul when these began it was apparent
that the Plain of Jars was regarded
Pathet Lao;
unwilling to allow]|

any government forces back’on the pliin.,

L} . . . :

1965 and 1966—As the war in Vielnam,
expanded, the affairs of Laos began ta,
scem less urgent. From time to time:

.meetings between the Laotian leaders,

were proposed bu€
continued. , - .

" Much of tHe fighting against the Pathet .
the North Viethamese was.done
by. a special force formed from the Mco i
minovity, financed. and wained by, tho,

meanwhile operations:
]

W PR TN NPT ATPLE G |

oontinus.
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Ahe Whole Bloody Mess Again?

il U.S. SEN. CHARLES McC.

l ‘Mathlas Jr. (R-Md.) is perform-

_ing a singular service to the na-
tlon in

’ about to open up another Viet-
[ nam war in Southeast Asia?

, “the U.S. was operating fighters

-~ ment.

" Now three enterprising news
_correspondents have exposed

‘ secret base at Long Cheng in
[ Laos and observed American
" planes taking off at'the rate of
lone a minute in presumed sup-
; port of the battle on the Plaine

that there are many armed

b Amerﬂcans in civilian clothes at

" the secret base,

i T T
MATHIAS SAYS U.S. bpech‘l

. Forces iroops in civillan elothes

“‘are fighting slde by slde with -

'F'"i-}

,“- viously violating the spirit of the _|

! forbids an outside power to base i

~military forces within Laos, the
Communist thrust, spearheaded
‘by some 16,000 North Vietnam-

)
[: 1962 Geneva agreement, which
t
]
4

’ questioning the United -
‘States role in Laos. Are we ~ conflict.

_ (R—Ky ) says he will seek-a total

,} There have been strong todi-*

" cations for ' many months that - ground support to the Laotians

. by U.S. personnel
‘-and bombers from Laotlon . - .
"bases, but White House-ond "

|- Pentagon secrecy has kept' the

" cover on the degree of inyolve- °-
. - .of President Nixon. Has the

“ihe secret — they visited o long ‘Pentagon and the CIA? .

; trine,”
'. wind up in the ashcan of wishful :

" kind of throttle on the activities

 des Jarres. They also reported - _uf the CIA schemexb and “their

. lesson of the last flve years may

/' battlefield ¢ a sualt 1e

' [ mer an an Asl ..
 Laotian defenders. ,,J, Americal 1d_Asta

While the Americans are ob-

~ese lroops Is an outright viola- .
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resolution rammed through the

Senate, that can be taken as a
carte blanche endorsement ; of -
another escalation of the Aslan )

. Sen. John Sherman Cooper

congressional ban on air or,

L]

OBVIOUSLY TIE presence |

of American forces and equip- .
ment in Laos has the approval °

president relegated such crucial
matters of foreign policy to the

‘Nixon’s “Guam Doc-
which calls for mited !
U.S. overseas involvement, may

Mr.

thinking, unless he places some

Pentog
Unless Amerlcan involvement i
cnds at once,”the whole tragic -

again be, written in the blood of

oth

-
=

b

tion of the Genevs, accord, - 7

The rout of the Laotian forces, |

“on the Plaine des ‘Jarres has .’

" occurred despite strong support

rtrom American bombers, based - !
in nelghboring Vietnam und

. elsewhere.

*® L

TiLE SENATORIAL reaction

", to Mathias’ criticism’ of our ex-’
;, panding role In Laos has been.:
- gratifylng. At least, we are not
r,‘abou& 1q.get‘another Tonkin. gulf |

132,55 B B deithg V«J.Mb‘mﬂ

)_'_‘-l_J:_lAs‘.,

[ »-.‘
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H(IﬂOl Umts I LGOS reonfirmed  early reports  that' ynjon] to tell them about the

NIGW VOUMAE D Taae e T
@V LS 970

q .
joutsiders  from  Long Chenflience [Britain and the Soviet

that while many Amcricans are |arpe-scale  offensive  of  the

tion that they engage in com-
Jbat operations.

By HENRY KAMM
Bpecial to The New York Tines

day to have been sighted about port craft to ferry General

12 miles northeast of the new | Vang Pao's soldiers and their:
operational headquarters of tho ggt‘t‘l*gme“t into and out

army at Long Cheng. base for a few Jolly Green

planes have been downed.

3 ate- YA
namese recapture of the strate Military ~ sources  reported

completed carlier this weck{ing carricd out against the ;

the attackers. -advances beyond the plateau.

According to reliable sources, A Blow to Prestige
the capture of the head-: The loss of Long Cheng:
quarters, known' as Lima Lima would be a great blow to the;
in military code, turned into a Prestige of General Vang Pao,

! and -his guerrillas, mostly Mco;
‘route when 1,300 defenders ﬂed,mountain tribesmen, although

before an attacking force American sources believe that
thought to number only 400 from the practical point of view

men,supported by other units

I
b
i
i

gic Plaine des Jarres, which was ., heavy air attacks are be- .

COﬂﬁﬂlliﬂg Advance i""-"“(l there, there is no indica- North Vietnamese.”

Iie said Laos would ask the

. con{erence co-chairmen to ape

Many Anierican plancs use ply Clause IV of the agreement,
the airstrip, m?mly small Cf-flllft'which callg forhthc signers to
to carry supplics to guerrilla consult one another in the event

VIENT,MNE’ Laos,Feb, 26— units, target spotters for homb- of a threat against the inde:
A battalion of North Vietna« |inps carried out by the clandes--pendence, territorial integrity
mese troops was reported to- [tine army’s air force, and trans-:and neutrality of the kingdom,

Hanol Accuses Washington
HONG KONG, Feb, 26 (Rou-

American-backed  clandestine \ . jters)—North Victnam called on
Long Cheng also serves as).,."ynited States today to halt

ot : “'lits bombing in Laos and allow
The troops apparently aro{Giant helicopters, which are- 1 coux:tryg to settle its affairs

following up tho North Victs|used to rescue pilots Whose oy’ ghe pasis of the 1962 Ges
neva agreements,

A statement broadcast by the
anoi radio accused the Amer-

when the clandestine army’s enemy units that rctook the bchmm?é ?gﬂgy 1g§ Eggsfn;‘es;s&rg

operational headquarters fell to .plain to slow their buildup for jne in many civilian casualties.

“The Nixon Administration

and its lackeys must be held
fully responsible for all the cons
sequences arising {rom their ex-
tremely serious acts of war,”
it warned. >

Thias Sweep Border Areas
BANGKOK, Thailand, Feb. 26

Long Cheng is not vital to thejj(Reuters) — Thai troops have.
perations. Istepped up. their sweeps in

. . pe (9
not directly engaged in the final "™y ono'cheny was built for thelnorthern border areas as part.
action. . lestine : Jof a full alert ordered yestere
clandestine’ army, has growni . e
- The 1.300 fled to the south |into a town of 40,000 and, in'day following the North Viet.
and southwest of the plain 'addition to being a military [namese thrust in Laos, official

when the command post, 'CH/l'NA" 7
‘housed in old brick building W]'-fé/z :

L,
NSRYA
covered with earth on what ,'\;Q‘“P :
was once the principal airfield °_J
of the plain in French colonial LAOS
days, was struck by enemy E}\a,,s-nabqns
fire and nearby ammunition || /#~Sr e
dumps exploded. ' 7’/ '

The sources reported that %ﬂ‘ﬂ“‘.’ﬂ-—

most of the 1300 soldiers had
been accounted for and were|| |77

regrouping south and southwest /
of the plain. /

.

ances -za0 1V

/

which is supported by thejX “ :
United States Central Intelli- fg;{”"”&‘ Times h Feb. 27, 19707
gence Agency, visited Lima g Cheng, headquarters
Lima by helicopter hours be- of American-backed arnty, .
fore it fell, near which North Vietna-
Long Cheng, in whose vicinity|{ mese unit was reported to

the North Vietnamese battalions|| be deployed.

reporteld to have bcer{t‘l seen, i
General Vang Pao's headquar-
tcis and servesa a: bageqand headquarters, ‘has taken on the’
communications center also for||Status of capital of the Meos.,
the clandestine army’s logistics , : :
sug_;});rt. , ho & Prince Calls for Meeting !
i ‘Three reporters, who tWOl| VIENTIANE, Feb. 26 (Reu-'
;gigs ?E:tn?‘crtaigi‘; ?‘ﬂ‘gégwe‘::dl;tcrs)-—Premier Souvanna Phous
W i . < "ma said today he believed the

;situation in northern Laog justi-
ffied a meeting of the powers
that signed the 1962 Geneva'
‘accord on the country’s sov
lercignty. C |

Speaking to reporters, the
Prince sald, “We are going to

send a protest letter to the co.
chairmen of tha Geneva confor.
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isources said today. .

The sources also said thc;

 VIETNAM navy was sending patrols along,
Lo A | the Mekong River, e

The Government has sent 50

0

/ special mobiio units to protect:

/ roads and bridges in strateglc:
horder arcas near Laos, thef

7 ||sources said. :

North Vietnamesce forces i,

Laos are reported to be moving:

Vientiane 75, < toward the . Mekong- River,’

/ U//W‘{// )35\“\) which marks the border in ,thg;

- Udon & e\ arega.» _,!' o "“ ‘..,'j f.‘f.,'(,';.,'..-,.-

,Gen, Vang Pao, the com- S{THA{AN/ b”// // _//% : . :
23 , ) .

fandcr of the clandestine army, | | 7777/

STATOTHR
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. By JAMES RESTON
WASHINGTON, Feh, 26—In
*his  definitive  foreign  policy

"'spcm‘h of last Nov, 3, President
Nixon said: “I believe that one
“of the reasons for the deep
“division about Vietnam is that
. many Amcericans have lost con-
. fidence in what the Govern-
‘ment has told them about our
T policy. The American people,
“eannot and should not be asked:
{ to support a policy which in-
; volves the overriding issues of

know the truth about that
- policy.” - L

Well, you can say that again
about President Nixon and his
policy in Laos. He has with-

. e

. country. As he is de-escalating
. the war in Vietnam and claim-
" ing a lot of credit for it, he is
. escalating the war in Laos and’
not releasing the facts about it.

ate are now arguing about U.S.
¢ military actions well known to
1 the enemy in Laos but officially
« withheld from the American

> people. In fact, State and De--.
* fense Department officials have -

itestified in executive session
- about what our “advisers” and’

airmen aro doing there, but.

"they have claimed exocutiva
- privilege on this testimony and
“have refused to relcase it to’

s the public, ", 7 . ..

'
3
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“tian Army in the Plaine des

-war and peace unless ihey .- North Vietnamese and Chinese

-ing to some Senators, conceal-

Cinp the identi :
held the truth about important ing the identity of the American

U.S. military operations in that .

" military U.S. private airlines.

The result is that the Presi-  Goldwater’s Candor

i dent and the United States Sen-.”

PRI PR b,

NEW XOLLL ol

All the Nixon Administration
has conceded publicly is that it
has certain “advisers” in Lios
and has authorized hiph-level |
bombing of part of the enemy’s
supply trail that runs from |
North Vietham  through  Laos
fnto South Vietnam, '

In addition to these high-level
.bombing raids, however, US, engaged
airmen have been flylng fighter - ground. _
support missions for the Lao- Symington:
position to answer any ques-
tions . . . in open session at

Goldwater of Arizona and Scne
ator Stuart Symington of Mis-

Goldwater; Does the Senator
mean that the United States
has troops in combat in Laos?

Symington: It depends on a
definition, :

in. fighting on the

Jarres and even closer to the

Dorders; training the Meo script has not been relcascd as

Goldwater: The rcason I ask
is that it has not been any
secret that we have been flying
fighter-support missions in sup-
-port of the Laotian army up on
Ahe Plaine des Jarres. The Sena-
ator, I know, has known about
that for a long time. If. the
" information is classified, T will
- ‘not press the point. .. .

-tian Comununists; and accord-

military assistance by transfer-
ring regular armed services per- .,
sonnel to the Central Intelli
gence Agency, and assigning
.military supply missions 1o non-

. .. .bate in an executlve meeting of

It should be noted that a the Senate Foreign Relations
great deal of information about *iCommittee today over
11.5. military action there has

been printed, much of it by fenators have the right to re-

Henry Kamm of The New York' /quest and what information the.

Times, The main issue is not 50 Y pxecutive
“much about the facts, but about . tg withhold, Durlng a private
the right of the Administration ~ interrogation of Dwight J.

. to try to conceal the facts even | porter, who has been nominated
after its own officials have con- * aAmbassador to Korca, Chalrs’

tirmed them in private Congress  man J, William Fulbright asked
sional hearings. . about the implications of de-
Here, for example, is an ¢x- ploying U.S, nuclear weapons

2

souri in the Senate on Feh, 25:-

Goldwater: I mean Amerlcans .
I am not In a,

this time . . . because the tran-’.

There was another sharp de- .

this.’
same issue of what information-

change between Senator Barry t.in that part of. the :world.. g KNOWE B, iuiioi. ol asrraniiatal

. | Washington: The Hidden War'in Laos

ILLEGIB |

Ambassador  Porter replied
that he had been instructed not
to discuss this question even
with members of the Foreign
Relationg Cornmittee In secret

gession, Senator Fulbright ob-

gerved that in 25 years he had
never had such a reply during
a confirmation hearing and de-
manded to know who had 50

“Instructed the Ambagsador. All
‘Mr. Porter would say was that

he had been instructed “on

“hipter authority.”

" mountain tribesmen to fight the - yet on any meaningful hasis.... -
- North Vietnamese and the Laos-

The Consiitutional Question

What is happening, in short,
is preciscly what President
Nixon himself warned against
in his Nov. 3 speech. Members
of the Senate are losing con-
fidence in what the Government
s telling them about Laos;
members of the press on the
scene are being condemned for
reporting what they see, and

‘ the President and the Foreign

Relations Committee are get-

. ting into a nasty confrontation

branch has the right.
. to support a policy which in-

“ over the constitutional quese

tion of what information can
be withheld, released, or sup-
‘pressed.

“The American people cane
not and should not be asked

volves the overriding issues of
war and peace,” the President
gaid, “unless they know the

“truth about that policy.” Maybe

they should not, but they are
in Laos, and the  President
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. Laos Another Vietnam?

" With every new battle in.
- Laos, the United States inches ' on

closer to- the quicksand of
another military involvement in
Southeast Asia. This nation now
is openly providing air support

for the hard-pressed troops of "
'Premier Souvanna Phouma

jagainst the North Vietnamese
and their Pathet Lao allies. But

iair support may not prove suf-
ficient. It is not inconceivable

‘that the Communists may soon

' ‘ o \
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substance or rhetorie. Mr. Nix-1
““has assured - us  that:
America’s role is to be thaﬂ
of invited counselor and assis-

.tant  rather - than world :

:policeman. Any departure from

that  concept most certainly |
would violate the national com-
mitments resolution approved

- last year by the Senate. It holds ;

‘be capable of overrunning much -

iof this neutralist country. And,
‘if such a crisis develops, the
:Nixon administration will face
a fateful decision,

i The Red offensive ‘has three
iposmble objjectives. The- first,
+perhaps the primary one, is
: to defend the Ho Chi Minh trail,
This munitions pipeline snakes

southward from Hanoi through’

“the jungles of northeastern

‘Laos and on into. South Viet-

*nam, The second, less im-
_portant, may be increased sup-
‘port for the .old. Pathet Lao
_ambition to enlarge and secure
{its  Communist enclave in

 northern Laos. The third possi-

ble objective, pregnant with

|danger, is a test of Amerlcan'
+ should be brought in to mediate |

‘foreign policy.
Such a probe o thls nation s

" Intentions - would " q uickly

" accuses the  administration of

. says hundreds of former Green_
° Betets have been recruited by{

P

that specific congressional ap—l
proval is required for any new |
U:S. . troop t:l:»mmitment4
abroad.

Now, . Sen. Charles McC, j
‘Mathias; Maryland Republican,

already having overstepped the ;
commitments - - limitation. He.

the Central Intelligence Agency 1
for clandestine military opera- i

- tions in ‘support.of the Laotian j

government. If true this is the
same sorry pattern of events J
that-led to our entrapment in
Vietnam, Mr. Nixon should clap-
restraints ‘upon the CIA and
its agents. The correct™ app’r‘éach ;
is to explore a- suggestion by )
Sen, Mike Manstield, the Senate ;;
Democratic leader. He {feels,
that Britian and Soviet Russia-

in their roles as.'co-chairmen:!

_of the 1962 Geneva Conference

.disclose - w hether the ;

President’ -low-profile "

"-eatablishin h eountry'a
Prosch, to.. Asinny, attalrs; m.qsu&ae&&.a;m;ﬁ.:u.m

on Laos, which drafted ‘accords :

W
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Thailand

“combat troops to stop them or

peace agreement, o
.. -Kennedy tried the latter, ¢x+ 'was reluctant to have them do. ;

WASIITNCGTON STAR
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“Hanoi Using Laos to Test 'Nixon Docérine’

Like a rccurring stomach ° tracting an agreement from
ache that eventually starts you * Nikita Khevshchev during the
worrying about ulcers, a mis- 1961 summit meeting in Vien-
erable crisis calted Laos just na, that the Uniled Stales and
keeps coming back. the Sovict Union would not

And it poses the most seri- risk war over Laos. Their deal
ous challenge yet to “the Nix-  was consummated in Geneva
on doctrine’” of a “low profile” in 1962, Both sides agreed to
for the United States in the  pull out forcign troops, and the
Far East. “United States complied by

Laos again is in danger of - withdrawing - 666 ‘‘military ad-
being overrun completely by “visers” before the Oct. 7, 1962,
Communists, cspecially North — deadline. But only 40 North
Victnamese troops. President Victnamese troops came out
Nixon is faced with showing - past the International Control
that he can handle this crisis - Commission checkpoints, leav-
better than his three predeces- :-ing Laos’s neutralist premier, N
sors in the White House. Souvanna Phouma, to com-

Dwight D. Eiscnhiower agon-" plain that thousands of North
jzed over Laos, beat down a :Victnamese troops were stay-
proposal te put “ing to try to overthrow his
troops in and clean out the. :government, '
Communists, then bequeathed .. Lyndon B. Johnson found a
a rising crisis to young John - halfway point between the ex-
F. Kennedy.

Kennedy quickly saw that he - nists take Laos and sending in
could cither let the Commu-" U.S. combat forces. He com- |
nists have this Idaho-sized mitted U.S. planes, bombs, ;
country or he could put in U.S, * commando raiding units, and
CIA operatives to a secrct war
he could try to work out & ' and encouraged the Thais to

. . do some things Eisenhower -

i
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' Plain of Jars and sweep on-
" ward, the military situation is
. about the same as it was nine

" out of the question for Nixon.

" Thus Johnson waged almost
. full-scale

war apgainst the
Communists in Laos while ev-
eryone’s attention was focused »
on ihe unsecret war in Viet-
nam, (
Now that indigestible crisis

called Laos is on Nixon's :
And whatever else it -
represents in terms of a Com- i
munist threat to all Southeast '
Asla, It is a special challenge
to this President,

First, it will force the Presi-

dent to-reveal some practical

¢ specifics “about “the Nixon »

doctrine.”
As the Communists take the

years ago when Kennedy con- !

" cluded he had to go to Geneva
,, or go to war.
-+ .tremes of letting the Commu- !

But a Geneva conference is !

He has made it clear that he.
finds the Paris peace confer-.
ence a bore, so he could hard-, .

ly opt for a confercnce on

Laos, not that the Communists: N

are likely to agree toone. " -
: Yet,. the «.Nixon., doctrina

would secem to have ruled out
sending combat troops to

Lans, although the President

might decide that this is overt

" aggression from North Viet-

nam, a circurnstance in which

. he vapuely left the door open

for a commitment of U.S.
forces.

What makes it more trouhle-
somé for Nixon is his certain
knowledge that the Laos offens
sive Is Hanoi's lefthanded way
of intensifying the Vietnam
war in defiance of all of Nix-
on's not-so-veiled warnings
and in violation of commit-
ments made at the time the

- United States stopped bombing

North Vietnam,

There is no greater fiction
than to pretend that the war in
Laos is separate from the con-

:flict in Vietnam. From the big

air bases at Sattahip, Korat,

."and Udorn in Thailand, across

Laos and onward to the far-

* thest: reaches of South Viet-

nam, it has been one war for
years. Planes out of Thailand
have struck at Communist
units in Laos as often as a
target in North Vietnam. Air-
fields in Laos have been used

“to strike at targets in North

and South Vietnam, as well as
to harass Communist units
moving down the Ho Chi Minh
Trail in Laos.

The first time I heard Nixon
warn that the United States
would take stern action if the
Communists increased the lev-
el of warfare, I knew thatit
was inevitable that Hanol
would test him. When he went
to Asia to talk about a lowered
profile for the United States in
that part of the world, I knew
that it was inevitable that the
Communists would soon start

robing to find out just how

Jow that profile might be.

Well, the moment of truth
scems to be near. With char-
acteristie  devilishness, the
Communists have challenged-
in a little landlocked piece of

‘real estate that-might not be

worth a dollar an acre in the
‘normal context of things.

But in the context of world
politics and world power — not
to mention U.S. domestic poli-
tics — Lags.is worth a bundle.

We learned & lot about Ei-
sephower, Kennedy and John-
son from the way they handled
— or did not handle — the
challenge of Laos. As Nixon
grapples with _it, we shall
learns a lot more about him
and his forcign policy than we
could divine from’13 months of
press conferences and televi-
sion speeches. .

. RN MW ey
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~ some critical questions about this na-. ..
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The intensifying war in Laos poses

tion's strategy in Southeast Asia,

Over the last few months an ex-.:: -~
- panding core of congressional critics -
. has become increasingly vocal and bi-. -
" partisan. Their concern is for what ..~
they describe as our “deepening mili-

tary involvement,” the secrecy sur-
rounding our actions in Laos and the

relationship of that commitment to

*Vietnamization.”

The public response of the adminis«" :

. tration has been less than candid.

President Nixon has forbidden re-
lease of secret testimony taken last Oc-
tober by a Senate Foreign Relations
subcommittee on American military
involvement in Laos. And although the
President devoted 11 pages of his
“State of the World” message to Viet-
nam, Laos was not mentioned.

Despite the secrecy, it seems evi-
:dent that the delicate balance of Lao-
“tian neutrality dictated by the 1962

" The Mifsiéry in Ldbs

| Geneva Accords has come badly un-

{ hinged.
The North Vietnamese have

"stepped up their military activity

-there. That action protects their valu-
"able infiltration route, the HoChi
| Minh Trail. It may also have a political
‘motivation — to sink the “neutral” re-
. gime of Prince Souvanna Phouma in
favor of one more favorably disposed
! to Hanoi's objectives.

The CIA evidently has escalated its
_support of the prince’s Royal Laotian

Army. Fighters and bombers make,

i daily sorties. There have b -:r. veports

“that hundreds of formwc Green Berets '

e e e e e

-

recruited by the CIA are assisting in

+ clandestine ground operations there.

Sen. Charles McC. Mathias, R-Md.,
says the scope of American presence in

- Laos clearly “violates the spirit” of the

National ~ Commitments Resolution.
Passed last year, the resolution holds

<~ that specific ' congressional approval
. i should be required for every new coms-

mitment of American troops abroad.

Mathias also suggests that the cur-
rent situation conflicts' with an amend-

~ment to the Defense Appropriations:

Act that sought to prohibit the use of

i American ground troops in Laos or

Thailand. <

“It would be a cruel dis- -

“:. appointment of President Nixon's’

hopes for peace if the success of Viet
namization in South Vietnam depends;
on escalation of the United States en-'
gagement in Laos,” Mathias says. .

For although the administrafﬁon‘

* has argued, as did the previous Demo-

cratic administrations, that hostilities:
in Laos and Vietnam are related, little:
has been said of the need for negotiat--
ing a regional settlement. i

The reassurance by Secretary of
Defense Laird that basic U.S. policy
toward Laos has not changed is a
helpful bit of clarification. But there

_ is still unrest in Congress and concern

in the country, because of the Vietnam!

" experience. President Nixon must kecp’

that fact in mind, and measure it,
against his own promises to give the:
public the truth about policies that

3y may lead to war, as he manages thei

“Laotian affair,
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when these farmers had all this done,
they would still have a little twice-dally
chore of mitking about 15 million cows—
50 apicce—to keep us in milk, cheese,

yvears, Traclors and rasoline and other
farm supplics—including  interest and
taxes and excludine only ferlilizer—are
the hirhest in all history, All in all the

will not be able to spare any of the basic
producers to the “value-added” opera-
tions like feeding our cattle, or to frills
like fruits, nuts, lettuce, and any mass-
produced vegetables—potatoes, mayba,
When we reduce the number of farmers
we will also reduce the variety and qual-
ity of our dict.

Yes, Mr. Columnist, what serves best
in this computerized, supersonic age, i
one or two simple figures—capsulized
data that is supposed to lcad to quick

If they do net; if national policy is
going to be made on the basis of the
Oberdorfer peneralities and we wipe out
80 percent of farmers, get ready for
beef, ground into hamburger patties,
bread, and hominy, Variely and quality
will have to go, along with the real food
bargain the American people enjoy to-

ay.

OUR MILITARY ROLE IN LAOS

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — 1IQUSE

STATOTHR
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can people—indeed, without the g
knowledge of the Congress—the United
Blates Is steadily approaching the brink
of anoiber full-scale war In Southeast

A}

P and butter, arricwltural producers sell their prod-  Agia.

3 I doubt that even the fabled ranch of ucls nil low prices, have high costs, and Have we learned nolhineg from our
television fame—the Ponderosa Ranch  are in toupgh times. harrowing decade in Vietnam? Have we
N which s the sctting for “Bonanza'’-— Now let me divert back a moment to learned nothing from scores of pledpeg
i would get into the elite 6 percent for the products we might miss., from our military leaders—pledges that
'4; evidence indicates that they only have I forgot about beeswax, Just one more escalatory step, Just one
A feeder cattle—and have shirked pro- I wonder if those 180,000 farmers re= more combat division or just one more
R ducing nll of these other agricultural ferred to in Don Oberdorfer's column ficet of warplanes, would bring the Com.
K products, would produce 50 percent of our beeswax  munists to their knees? Have we learned
o It {8 preposterous to indicate to the requirements. nothing from the slow process that even-
¥ Ameriean  people that about 300,000 Maybe {t {5 none of our beeswax, a5 tually left Vietnam's cities in rubble,
4 farmers are all we need. the hip kids of an catlier generation used fts hamlets in flames, hundreds of
o If we attain the objective of 300,500 tosay. ) thousands dead and billions of dollars
3 farms, you and I are going to have some But 50 percent of farm production on 6 wasted?

4 mighty restricted menus, and the qual- Pereent of our farms? o We in the Congress must not counte-
S ity is poing to be considerably poorcr It is simply a preposterous over simpli-  nance the kind of military intervention
4o than it Is today. We will be living on fication of the agricultural situation that  that kindled a disasirous war in Viet.
«(i ) broad, hominy, and humburgcrs. for we the pub}ic is centitled to understand at nam and threatens to kindle an equally
R least a little betier than that, disastrous war in Laos. We should—in-

deed, we must—exercise our responsibili
ties in shaping this Nation's foreizn pol-
ley. The administration’s activities in
Laos are being carried out without even
the most cursory attempt to inform the
Congress and solicit its guidance. The
Congress—and the Congress alone—has
the constitutionsl] right to declare war.

I am filing today with the Clerk of
the House a resolution demanding that
the administration reveal precisely and
explicitly the exlent of our military op-

solutions of all the problems. Buy the
- data being used to indicate that 88 per-
cent of all farmers are unnecessary, and
the remaining 12 pereent would be too
: well-fixed to need a farm program, mis-
ot presents the realities,
- Here are some of those realities:
. The average age of the 3 million farm-
i ers and ranchers in Americs is 53
"f years—which does not indicate pros-
. perous and thriving business that young
R »neople enter, :
o : Only 16 percent of the Nation's dis~
posable income goes for food—the low-
est in our history and the lowest of any
major nation in all the history of the
world, and yet this buys the most whole~
some, the most varied, and nutritious
food available in any nation on earth,
Only 5 pereent of the disposal income ..
of the Nation actually gels back to the

(Mr, BOLAND asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
ninute, to revise and extend his remarks-
and include extrancous material,)

Mr, DBOLAND. Mr, Speaker, this
country's military role in Laos grows
more alarming every day. Scores of re-
ports—reports from highly reliable
sources, I should point out—indicate that
U.S. military advisers veritably teem

erations in Laos, and ealling on hlm not
to increasc these operations without the
clear consent of the Congress.

One Vielnam is cnough.

The American people—and its Tépre-
sentatives in the Congress—will not tol- 3\

erate another one. J
FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA
over Laotian bases. Indeed, some re-

. p - : : (Mr. BEVILL asked and was given
ports maintain that the number of mili-  _ ° ;
tary advisers guiding Laotian troops Permission to address the House for 1

surpasses the number of advisers work- Iminute and to revise and extend his re-
ing in South Vietham under the Ken- )tg?]>ks' and to include extrancous mat-
nedy administration, Still further re- .

ports, cited yesterday by Senators Mr. BEVILL. Mr, Speaker, between
MATHIAS and MANFIELD, contend that LePruary 21 and 28, this country 0b-
hundreds of former Green Berets have fgerves FFA Week, During this week the
been recuited by the CIA for military\/Future Farmers of America will conduct
operations in Laos. Chafing under- the =~ spcelal events expressly designed to em-

N Ity e A i S5 i, o vt L A Sl 33 e LAy e A it Ll p)
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- Wheat at $1.25——the 1948 price, or &

farm producers, including both the big
and the small—the rest of the 16 per-
cent is for forelgn products or mark-
ups in the distribution system.
And how are the farmers faring?
Mr. and Mrs. Wheat Farmer sell

politieal restrictions that limit their
activitics in Vietham~restrictions they
term “handculls—these Green Berets
reportedly joned the CIA so they could
exercise their combat skills with what is
tantamount to a kind of military carte
blanche in Laos. Our military activities
there are reminiscent—chillingly rem-
iniscent—of our activities in South Viet- .

percent of a fair price, or parity.
Mr. and Mrs. Corn Farmer scll corn

phasize agriculture and the role it will
play in our future,

I am proud to join in paying tribute
to these outstanding young people.

I include for the Rrcoro an editorial
which appeared {n the Sand Mountaln
Reporter, of Albertville, Ala. This article
appropriately gives a well-deserved pat-
on-the-back to our Future Farmers. The

i at 51.12; they are getting 64 percent of nam a decade ago. Step- by step, inch by :
o & falr price, or parlty. Feed grains were inch, the United States ig being dmwryx editorial follows:
ot ; nearly all selling down In the low- into n war that threatens to engulf Laos FuTuRg FARMERs
A M%}e&) s bri . within a few years. hﬂgggégugur;. wémc s:lu} b:\slt(; t«; survé;al,
ool is bringing 41 cents of parity. U3, military advisers are inereasing ome far removed from the knowledge
SRS Oranges and tangerines are at 30 and 'in number virtually day by day. Coimo adiyost of us. The nation Jepends upon
1 32 percent of parity. bat forays into the countryside and its mmyc.e o? ra,;m;' L‘mc 'm,; sc(;n;em}a,-;‘.
. Beel cattle on the hoof, supposedly hamlets are inereasing, Bombing sorties ing requires an early start in life fof those
T ¢ high priced, are actually at only 82 per- launched from carriers or land bases Wwho wish to become successful agriculturists,
y : cent of parity, are increasing. And North Vietnam's re- Between February 2! and 28, the country
i On the cost side, Mr, and Mrs, Farmer sponse—a quite predictable response, if Will be observing FFA Week. During this
& and Mr. and Mrs. Rancher are paylng we have learned anything at sll from %eck the Future Farmers of America, a ma-
: for everything they buy at prices which 10 years of war in Vietnam—has been a 10081 organization with 450,000 students
Rk pompare, unfortunately with current proportionatc increase in its own mill. >-UdYiDE vocational agriculture in 0,000 pub-
i high interest ’ lic schools, will conduct speclal events ex-
: 4 est rates—9 and 10 percent tery thrust there, pressly designed to emphasize agriculture
: per year—the highest in all of their 53  Without the knowledge of the Ameri- s P s
3 €. and the role it will play in our future,
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n epill-over of District problems, and ag the
deende progresses, that spill-over will penc-
trate most suburban jurisdictions.

There 18 & long tradition in this aren of
Jocnl pride and In competition with nelgh-
poring jurisdictions, If we are to continue to
enjoy the economic health of thls area, wo
must begin to concentrate on those prob-
tems which unite us, tnstead of seeing mostly
the issues that divide us. We must begin now
to do serious economie planning on a Moetro-
politan basls, Through the Council of Gov-
ernments, we have achieved n solid mensure
of regionnl cooperation In matters of physl-
cal pianning. The Mctro Is another examiple
of our ability to work together to achicvo o
mutually beneflicent geoal. Wo must now move
beyond these safe and reintlvely non-contro-
versinl programa to find Mcetropolitan solu-
tio1s to tho real problemis that threnton the
health of the reglon in the coming docnde—
crime—nand the related problems of jobs and
troining for the unskilled and the uneme-
ployed—of deecent and adequnto housing
that [alls within the price rangoe of cvery cit-

- izen-—of rchabilitation of those caught up in

the viclous cycle of crime—of reconciliation
between thoe races,

I am convinced that the great majority of
the citizens of the Metropolltan Area want

t0 sco these problems tackled and solved, and -
- are willing to support any intelilgent pro-
- gram to nchicve that end. I aense this will«

ingness in the business community, and if
this willingness is properly mobilized, the job
can and will be done.

—

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 20, 1070]

NEEDED: A METROPOLITAN SOLUTION

Without doubt, the Washington area I8
growing rapldly—as fnst as any aren in the
nation. Tho traditional year-end forecnsts
from busincssmen in this newspaper's Busi-
ness Outlook Section were generally optimis-
tic nnd the neat buslness indicator chart
accompanying the forecasts showed plus
aigna fnr outnumbering minuses. Some of
the forecasters saw salhort-range probloma
with inflation and tight money, particularly
in the housing fleld, but not enough to

choke off the area’ growth. The history of.

the ares hns been one of almost steady ex-
pansion since the beginning of the Republic
snd the general feeling was that the future
undoubtedly would mirror the past.

But the forecasts contained some warning
notes which are worth pondering as we look
ahead. Perhaps the most sohering was velced
by Joseph B. Danzansky, chairman of the

" Mayor's Economic Decvelopment Committce

and president of Giant Food Stores, e
points out that the economy of tho District
of Columbin proper as distinet from the
overall area economy “is in advanced stages
of a serious illness and thls iliness docs not
show any indlcations of expected Improve=
ment for the foresceabls future.” Because
this Is an “integrated metropolitan econ-
omy,” he expects the cancer in the city
proper to spread into the aflluent suburbs
and threaten the over-all health of tho en-
tire area. Theretore, he suggests the oentiro
area hns a stake In solving the problema of
the District on a metropolitan basls. The arcn
must, ho suggests:

*Find metropolitan solutions to the real
problems that threaten the health of the
region in the coming decade—crime—and the
related problems of jobs and training for the
unskilled and the unemployed—of decent

-and adequate housing that falls within the

price range of every citlzen—of rohabllita-
tion of those caught up in the viclous oycle
of crime—of reconcillation between the
races.”

Other commentators point to tho contine' .

ued boom in downtown office bullding con-
struction as a sign of economic health, but
Thomas M. Walsh suggests that some of them
may be hard to rent. He is concerned about
enterprises moving to the suburbs because

of rising land conts, chanpinp shopping pat-
ferna and crime, and, llke Mr. Danzansky,
urgea that comething bo dore to “stabiilze
this unfavorable condition.” Worth pon-
dering Is a supgestion from Theodore Hopans,
president of the D.C. Chamber of Commerco,
n predominantly binck business orpanizn-
tlon, that ways should be found of “includ-
ing those who nre now cxcluded” by huying
services nnd poods oflered by black businens=
men and professional men,

Mnny forecnstera appear to be looking lo
tho Metro to mnke downtown more accessi-
ble to suburbanites and make suburban jobs
more accessible to resldents of the inner city,
And construction of the subway, itself, will
provide johs for imner-city bilacka. Many of
them aro jobless or underemployed In spite
of tho fact that tho area labor market 1a
oxtroordinarily tight and the whole nrea is
cxtraordinnrily prosperous with average fam-
ily income now at $14,200, highest in the
and,

Mr. Danzansky warns that tho aflluent
suburbs cannot escape tho problems of the
fnner clty. The splll-over of Washington
problems alrendy has reached communitics
adjncent to the city llne “and, as thoe decado
progresses, that splll-ovor wlll penectratoe
most suburban Jurisdictions.” The solution
ho suggests—ond it-mnkes sense—is for nll
of us to “unlte'" on the problcma that aro
shared instoad of the issucs that. “divide,”
and "begin now to do serious economlie
planning on a metropolitan basis,” It 1s hard
to sco how any other approach can work.

EVENTS IN LAOS

Mr. ALLOTT. Mr. President, some
Scnators have expressed concern and
alarm about the trein of events in Laos,

Certainly it is right to be alarmed

about North Vietnam's brazen attacks -

on the Plaine des Jarres.

It i8 not clear what U.8, policy should
be regarding this latest ovidence of
North Vietnam's expansionist policies,
But at the very least, we should learn
five lessons from North Vietnam'’s ag-
gression. .

First, we should notice how fragile the
so-called neutralization of Laos .has
proven to be, Senators recall that the
United States took part in setting up

- the “neutralized” Lnos almost 9 years

ago. And Laos has barely known a day
of peace since. In fact, Laos is only rela-
tively peaceful when the North Vietna-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

I
QSTATOTHR

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0

February 26, 1970

This brings us to a fourth lesson we
should learn from Laos. We should learn
somcthing about the nature of cur en-
emy in the Vielnam war.

During the last decade there has beeri

much spcculation about the nature of
the conflict in South Victnam and ahout

North Victnam's motive for fichSTATOTHR

there,

According to one theory, the conflict
in South Vietnam 15 an *“indigenous
peasant revolt” and the North Viet-
namese are only motivated by a nation-
alistic desire to unify the two Vietnams.

It has been tempting tn accept this

"soothing interpretation. If this interpre-

tation were true then we could consider
the conflict in Vietham as a purcly Iocal
disturbance without larger significance,
and without the potential for doing
widespread and lasting damage,
Unfortunately this theory about the
nature of the Vietham war, and about
the nature of North Vietnam's involve-
ment, is a casualty of the developing war

- in Asla.

mese are fully preoccupied with their at-.

tempt to conquer South Vietnam.

The second lesson we should learn
from the troubles in Laos is that North
Vietnam has not lost its appetite for ag=-
gression simply because American forces
have stymied its attempt to conquer

© South Vietnam. North Vietnam’s aggres=

sive impulses are just finding a new out-

Ict in another war against a neighboring .

state.

The third lesson we should learn is.
that the so-called domino theory looks
more valid with every passing hour,

This theory holds that the fates of
the various non-Communist nations of
Southcast Asla are closcly linked. The
theory holds that if one of these nations
is allowed to fall under Communist ag-
gression, others are apt to fall like a row
of dominos,

Mr, President, the conclusion ls ines-
capable that conditions in the battered
Laotian nation indicate that North Viet-
nam may soon turn the domino theory
into the dominoreality. -~ .

.

'

.

The theory that North Victnamese ag-
gression i3 only misguided natlonallsm is
another theory killed by a fact. It has
been killed by-the fact of aggression in
Laos, an aggression that cannot be
rationalized as a simple expression of a
desire for national ynlty. It has always
been false—but at least plausible—to
argue that the two Vietnams "natural-
1y” form a single nation. But it would
be preposterous to argue that North
vVietnam has a legitimate interest in an-
nexing Laos.

This brings us to a fifth lesson we
should learn from the events in Laos.

If and when the North Vietnamese
actually consent to talk at the so-called
Paris peace talks, we should remember
that their claims to legitimate interests
in the internal affairs of other natlons
have & way of multiplying.

Tfurther the wars they are involved
in tend to multiply even while they pre-
tend to be engaged in ending a war,

None of fhis is surprising. It has al--

ways been true that Communists treat
negotiations as war carried on by other
means. The negotlating table is just an-
other- theater of conflict. When the
North Vietnamese are involved, the
negotiating table is one of an increas-
ing number of war theaters.

Mr. President, I join those Senators -

who have expressed concern and alarm
about the war in Laos, I only urge them
to consider. all the possible implications
of that war, and to learn all the lessons
which it can teach us.

THE U.S. POSITION IN LAOS

Mr., RIBICOFF. Mr. President, the
American people and Congress have
largely been kept ignorant by our Gove

-ernment as to the nature and extent of

our expenditures of men and money in
Laos. )

‘We have no official commitment to de-
fend Lanos, yet it has been reported 400
sorties have been flown by American airs

craft in a single day over Laos. We have

lost 100 of our pilots during ralds over
Laos but this has not been confirmed-—

- aven to the families of the dead.

i
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The Senate met at 10 o'clock aam. ani
was called to order by the President pr
tempore (Mr. RUSSELL),

The Chaplain, the Revercnd Edward
I.. R. Elson, D.D., offercd the following
prayer:

O Sovereign Lord, before whose divine
majesty we know that we are weak and
needy. Thou art. holy and we are un-
holy. Thou art periect and we are im-
perfect. Thou art strong and we are
weak. Yet there ave no other hands but
human hands, no other minds but men’s
minds to do Thy work in the world. As
Thy servant of old wrote, “If any man
lacks wisdom, he should pray to'God, who
will give it to him; for God gives gen-
erously and graciously to all,” s#0 we pray
that Thou wilt flood our minds with Thy
light and truth, that our work may. be
Thy work, and that we may know and
do Thy will, :

In the Redeemer’s name, Amen.

THE JOURNAL

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask
unsnimous consent that the reading of

the Journal of the proceedings of .

‘Wednesday, February 25, 1970, be dis-
pensed with. !

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

TRANSACTION OF ROUTINE
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr, Presicent, after
the distinguished Senator from New
York (Mr, Javirs) has finished his re=~
marks this morning, I ask unanimous
consent that the transaction of routine
morning business be conducted with
statements by any Senator.being limited
to 3 minutes; and I further ask unani-
mous consent that it be in order to in-
clude in the morning business additional
statements presented at the desk by each
Senator personally and respectively,

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS DURING
SENATE SESSION :

THE SITUATION IN LAOS

° Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, on
yesterday, the distinguished Senator
from Maryland (Mr. MaTHIAS) ralsed

~ some very pertinent questions about the

“situation in Laos, In which he made a
reference to the use of Green Berets in
various forms in the Laotian situation,

I expressed some surprise at the state-

- ment, even though the Senator from

Maryland said his information was not

deflnite. However, last night, in reading

an article entitled “We Seek No Wider

War in ILaos,” written by Mr. Arnold

Abrams and published in the magazine

Atlas, I note a reference to the use of

Green Berets in Laos.

. I ask unanimous consent that the ar--

ticle published in the magazine Atlas he

printed in the REcORD, -

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the REcorb,
as follows: .
‘WE SEEK No WinpEr War IN Laos—Dors THAT

SouND FAMILIAR?

(Nore—~The continuing conflict in Laos
sporadically produces a rash of headlines
in the U.S. press which are quickly forgot-
ten. Some time apgo, for instance, Senator J.

W. Fulbright questioned Amerlica's ten-year

involvement in Laos, but after some ful-
mination the issue faded. Arnold Abrams,
o seasoned correspondent now writing for
Hong Kong's highly respected Far Easter

Economic Review, ralses the question anew
with a swceping and ominous examination
of the unpublicized battles now taking place
in the Laotian underbrush, No, U.S. ofiicials

asstired Abrams, America seeks no wider war |

in Laos . , . and the writer was remindeq of
- other words in other places.)

Despite blithe denials and bland inter-
pretations by Vientlane officlals, the war in
Laos may be entering a decisive phase. U.S.
Embassy ofliclals insist—in private—that the
decade-long struggle here is still an Amer-
fcan “holding operation,” a lowkey effort
with limited objectives. But Intensified

_fighting in the last slx months may have
triggercd an escalatory eycle leading to an-
other face-off between Washington and
Hanol. Government forces now walt anx-
iously to learn what post-dated price tag
will be put on thelr late-summer offensive
which pushed the enemy off the Plain of

. Jars for the first time In flve years. However,

thrusts by communlist forces in{ other areas
have to some éxtent dampened the govern-

Mr., MANSFIELD. I ask unanimous  ™Ments success.

consent that all committees he author-
1zed to meet during the session of the
Benate today. ’ .

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objectlon, it Is 80 ordered. -

The expected enemy thrust could force a
crucial decision on Washington: whether or
not to increase American involvement in Laos
‘when standlirig fast might be tantamount to
backing off, An American plunge into another
Astann quagmire is almost unthinkable at

present, but Richard Nixon's willingness to
concede control of a contested country to
communist forces is equally hard to envi-
slon. U.S. pollcymnkers had been hoping to
avold such a decision by keeping this con-
flict stalemated until a Vietnam settlement,
Involving Lnos, could be reached. They man-
aged that until last June, when a turn-
about in enemy tactics drastically changed
the course of this war. Now, with nao Vietnam
scttlement in sight, time may be running out
on American hopes in Laos.

Last June's encmy assault involved an es-
timated seven North Vietnamese battallons
In a successful four-day siege agalnst the
government outpost of Muong Soul, strad-
dling the Plain of Jars’ western edge.

Moreover, the North Vietnamese dldn't
stop at Muong Soul. They pushed south and
west, severing road links to the royal capital
and prohing at Long Cheng, northern nerve
center of the CIA and operations base for:
General Vang Pao’s so-called secret army.

The enemy's steamrolling drive shattered
the morale of government forces and brought
U.S. and Laotian officials to the verge of de~
spair. In late summer the shaken officials de-
cided to hit back hard. A secrecy-shrouded
counter-offensive was launched, marked by
fierce American aerial pounding and in-
creased American logistical support. The gov-
ernment won back Muong Soul, regalned the

- Plain of Jars.

Vientiane officlals now try to play down the
late-summer action, particularly the Amer-
cans’ role, They talk of government troops
“waltzing in” to the Plain of Jars, finding
that the North Vietnamese had abandoned it,
leaving hiohind large amounts of supplies,

Theso officinle have no cvidence to support
that theory. Moreover, when pressed in a pri-
vate Interview, a top-ranking American of-
ficial conceded that the September events -
“weren't exactly quite so simple.” He ad-
mitted that ‘“some pressure” had been ap-
plied to enemy encampments before govern=
ment forces advanced. Some pressure? Could
it be, he then was asked, that the pressure
consisted of unusually Intensive American
air attacks? “Look,” he sald, “let’s just say
there was considerable pressure and leave it
at that. I can’t discuss this any further.”

So now American ofiiclals and government
forces awalt retribution. In the event of &
strong enemy strike Vientiane undoubtedly
is ready to accuse the other side of escalas~
ing the conflict.

U.S. ofliciels deny the conflict is escalating
and discount the possibility of Laos evolving
into another Vietnam. They say the fighting

-will remain limited, largely because Wash-

ington and Hanol both want 1t that way.
Some of these officlals resent the recent
furor about Laos and the Senate subcom-
mittee hearings that deveioped from it.

At the hearings’ end, Senator J. W. Ful-
bright, chairman of the influential Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, sald that U.8.
operations in Laos had been conducted with-

8 2306
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out the knowledpe or consent of Congress.
He concluded that Washington's involve-
ment in Laos was “most unusual and irregu-
lar—If not unconstitutional.”

The American pcople have yet to be told
by thelr government that tholr natlon s
militarily involved in Laos. Ameriean officianls
still seck to officlally conceal U.S. violations
of the 1962 Geneva Accord, which bars all
forms of foreign military intervention in
Laos. They contend that Ianoi's refusal to
concede the presence of North Vietnomese
troops here makes it diplomatically unfeasi-
ble for the U.8. to act otherwise,

Consequently, everyone in Vientiane, from
the Russian ambassador to the mamasan of
the legendary White Rose, knows what the
Americans are doing here. But the American
public remalns ignorant of the fact that
thelr government is arming, training, sup-
plying, transporting and directing approxi-
mately 70,000 Laotian troops in a war which
threatens to get out of hand,

Instead of setting the record at least par-
tially stralght, U.8. officials here do things
like allowing Vang Pao to declare recently,

before a sizable contingent of visiting jour-

nalists that his Mco forces fight with anti«
quated weapons, inadequate communications
and Inconsequential American support. As he
was speaking, Americon F—4 Phantom jets
roared overhead, several American observa-
tion planes were parked nearby and three
cargo-laden American transport planes
landed in quick succession at his oficial Bam
Thong base. After denying he even recelved
indirect U.S. military support, Vang Fao
calmly climbed Into an unmnarked Amerlcan
helicopter, gunrded by Laotian tioops carry-
ing Americon-mnrdo M-16 automatic rifles,
and was flown back to his sceret Long Cheng
hendaquartors by a three-moen American crow.
vang Poao and official verblage notwlith-
standing, American involvement in the La-
otlan confilet takes the following principal
forms: in addition to 756 military advisers
~listed ns embassy “attachés,” about 300 men
/ are employed in a varlety of clandestine
military activitics supervised by the CIA,
Although technically civilians, many CIA
agents in Laos are former Special Forces
soldiers recrulted becnuse of military ox-
pertise and Vietnam oxperience.

Theso ex-Green Berolta traln governmont
troops, assist wido-ranpging reconnalasance
tonmn and plan guerrilla and prycholopical
warfare oporatlonn, Thoy wonr comboat =
tlguen and work out of three moein camps,
where thoy administer rigorous training in
jungle warfare, guerrlila tectles, communi-
-cations handling and weaponry. The CIA
also malntaing and largely controls Vang
Pao's army of approximately 15,000 full-
time troops. Official instructions to the con=-
trary, CIA personnel occastonally accoms=

pany these forces on combat forays. More

than 20 agents have been killed 1in Laos,
“These guys are tigers,” says an American
personally acguainted with many CIA
agents in Laos. “They're tough, tntelligent
guys who know how to handle themselves.
They're not afrald to mix 1t up out in the
jungle.” The American is a ecivilian engi-
neer who befriended many agents while
helping to bulld alrstrips on severnl of
- thelr remote outposts. “They came to Lsos
because they were fed up with having their
hands tied in Vietnom,” he says. “Here
they're doing things the way they want to
and getting better pay for it as well.”
Learning about these activities prompted

Senator Fulbripht to ralse a key question.
about the CIA’s role here: since its func- |

tion ostensibly is to gather information,
why is this agency running s war In Laos?
“I don't approve of this kind of activity at
all,”” Fulbright said, “but if it 1s In the na-
tional interest to do this, it seems to me
it ought to be done by regular U.8, Army
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“NO" ON JUDGE CARSWELL'S
CONFIRMATION

forees and not by an intelligence-gathering .
agency.” He added that the Natlonal So-
curity Act, which cronted the CIA, "nover
contemplated this function” for the r. JAVITS. Mr, President, I have

pgeney. ught this time and appreciate its being
The CIA mission chief in Lonos 18 L“W;\/madc available to me by the leadership,
rence Devlin, llsted as a ‘'political omccrl to announce my posilion in respect to
in tho %s‘ E’nb‘ggyhg 11‘1‘;1;1" rrr:}s‘a‘tsex;oé:,tl::o the conflrmation of Judge Carswell to be
gg;)%errt%rs.owovcr. v ¥ a Justice of the Supreme Court of the
Cargo and military supplics—as well as United States.
personncl—are ferried throughout Laos by I have approached the Carswell nomi-,
Afr Amerlea and Continental Alr Services, nation as I did the Haynsworth nomina-
private charter flrms under contract to the tion with a presumption in favor of the
U.S. government. They are better known 88  pregident’s nominee. I considered this
;‘r’: cf{ﬁr!\;‘gi;e%m:;g most of thelr pllots 1y quty both as a Senator and as a
Another form of American air service In Republican. But I find that I cannot
Laos constitutes the most direct U.S. in- Voie to confirm Judge Carswell for es-
volvement in the fizhting, Under the eu- Sentially the same reasons that I could
phemism of “armed reconnaissance flights.” not vote to confirm Judge Haynsworth.
As with the Haynsworth nomination
and with all nominations to the Supreme

Thailand-based American jets and bombers

have mounted aerial bombardments equal to
Court, I view the SBenate’s role of advise
and consent as to require me to judge °

the pounding taken by North Vietnam prior
the nominee’s fltness on the basis of

to the bombing halt in 1968. The Ho Chi
Minh trail in southeast Laos has been the -
prime target of American alr attacks, but 3
enemy encampments and troops on the Flain character, philosophy, and professional
of Jars came under heavy fire during the attainment, and not on the basis solely
recent government offensive,. of “name, rank, and serial number,” as
The sum total of American asslstance here  gome would argue, The President is en-
1s reliably eil’ltlllmﬂ'f@d ab bct“gf’t‘hﬁm ";m,i‘l’l'; titled to choose a conservative or strict
and $300 million per year. at, only .
and 0 et oabout $00 milion—. constructionist for the Supreme Court.
0 But this does not preclude me from mak-
s made public. The rest, undisclosed, goes !
almost entirely for military purposes. Ang a substantive finding on the question
U.S. offictals here stress that American of Judge Carswell’s qualifications to sit
money and manpower expenditures In Laos  on the High Court,
are miniscule compared to those in Vietnam. Many Senators voted against Judge
Wnshington is spending about $30 billlon in Haynsworth’s conflrmation for reasons
Vietnam and has lost nlmost 40,000 service-‘ of conflict of interest, or because they
men there, Less than 200 U.8, personnel—
strongly opposed his record in labor
mostly alrmen—hsave been killed in Laos.
A smnll conflict fought by voluntcers may ©8scs. My opposition, however, was based
not be laudable, they say, but it beats a Primarily on his insensitivity to the real
big bloody one by draftees. meaning of equal protection when it
Perhaps, but what happens when a little comes to racial segregation. In announc-
war threatens to escalate into a huge ugly ing my decislon on Judge Haynsworth,
one like Vietnam? Az.a' the N.Y. Times’ Tom ¥ giated that I had reached this con-
Wicker pointed out: “. ., In an ironic twist clusion because “his views on the appli-
on the domino theory, anything that puts t f the C titutl to th t
an end to those pressures in the South, in. ~CaON ol the Constltution to the mos
cluding defeat for Hanol as woll as victory Critical constitutional question of our
or a negotinted sottloment, could cnuse North  time—racial sesregation—are so con-
slstently insensitive to the centuries-old
injustice which we as a Nation havo
causcd our black cllizens to bear, that
I could not support the introduction of
his judicial philosophy into the Nation's.
highest court.” And that is the recason
. that I ahnounce my opposition to Judge
Carswell’s confirmation today.

Indeed, the record in the case of
Judge Carswell also contains statements
and actions of the nominee as a private
citizen which reinforce my impression
that he will not as a Justice be diligent
in extending equal protection of the law
to all our citizens in civil rights cases.

G. HARROLD CARSWELL AS CITIZEN

At least three incidents involving
Judge Carswell as a private citizen have
been brought to light since this nomi-
"nation was sent to the S8enate. All three
indicate an attitude toward black Amer=
ibans which I find unacceptable, I be-
lieve the insensitivity which produced
them is also reflected in Judge Cars-

11’s decisions.

_ First, in chronological order, there is
the 1948 speech strongly,reaffirming the
nominee's dedication to the doctrine of

1tn momontum in Tgon."”

A to] ombnsny olliclnl in Vientinno arguos!
“rhore in no chance of turning this into
anothor Vietnam, Wo know tho mistnkes
maode In Vietnam and we have no Intention
of repeating them. Hanol understands our
position here. We seck no wider war.”

Does 1t sound familiar?

Mr, MANSFIELD subsequcntly said:
Mr. President, so that my previous ref-
erence in the Recorn to Green Berets
possibly being in Laos may be clear, I
was referring to former Green Berets or
ex-Green Berets. That should be made
clear; otherwise, what I said previously
might be misconstrued. 8o far as I know
no active members of the Special Serv-
ices, sometimes known as Gtreen Berets,
are in Laos, although according to the
article in Atlas magazine former CGireen
Berets or ex-Green Berets are there. I
hope the ReEcorp will be clear in this
respect. ' . ’

ORDER OF BUBINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the order heretofore entered, the dis-
tinguished Senator from New York (Mr. white supremacy. Granted that the
JaviTs) is now recognized for 16 miin- speech was made in the heat of a polit-
utes. ‘ : -+ ical campaign, but the words themselves

>
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; T~ @ : American and roynl Lae Air':
\ e E D Force plancs have forced the .
. 0 en -h' E @ North Vielnamese to iake!
i . cover during the dn?r in the .
——— ' : hilis flanking, the plain, the

i ® . sources said. {
: , * s * | The defense of the Plain of
: B e el ﬁ yﬁng |- Jars region had been cntrast-'

od to 10,000 tough Meo tribess

)
"
{
k
? men - guerillas, eommanded ’
by Gen. Vang Pao and financ- |

!‘SWDM@S fo Lacs | -wsitis

‘ JMOUNTAIN FORT :
’ : X From Our Wire Services ‘ Weslern  military _ gources
. VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb. 22, — A U. §. helicopter | $2id that with control of-the

 pilot has been killed by sniper fire ‘while ferrying sup- | P PO Aol

plies. ta. enguc:cd Laot!an government forces on the | pooic coerot mountain fertres
M"-’""’Es\“ #v0in of Jars, the U. 8.1 at Long Cheng or t;\o {'ortr-nc:
‘r- Embassy reporled Sunday. | nontralist town of Mueng Soui,

A spokesman identified the | which the enemy seized last \

- pilot as J. €. Macrkl of Fort { summer and later relinquish-

Worth, Tex., flying for Air cd. .

America, a commercial ajr-: Meanwhile, U. S. Army
line under c'on-tra'ct to the.| troops fanned out Sunday
Central Intelligence Agency. '| around Tam Ky .City on the
. REPORTS SKETCHY .| northern coast, secking North
Macrkl’s death Thursday Xleéqa{frllpste;rild Vietcong “1;‘.“3
was the first reported Ameri-,| that inflicted heavy casua tles

- can casualty in the baitle for {| % American forces in the area
o the Plain of Jars which ended :| EW0. days ago.
' Saturday with a victory by RAIDS RESUMED
North Vietnamese forces. ~ || At the same time, the U. S,

Forty hours after the fall of | Command reported, B-52 re- |
the Plain of Jars to the North || sumed regular bombing raids {
Victnamese, reports on action || over South Vietnam after two
. in that area remained sketchy. | days of being diverted to Laos

Of the 1500-man government to blunt the North Vietnamese

| advance there,
defense force that was over- Troops from the Americal

run at the strategic Xieng | Division's 196th Brigade, the
Khouang alrstrip, informed | same unit mauled in a Com-
sources said, 700 had, been ac- | munist ambﬁushl F}l;'ld‘ayi.nfotl}llgl}t
_ a series of clashes eir

counted .Ior and an(.)f,her 700 sweep Sunday around Tam Ky,
were believed to be *“‘wander- | 4y miles southeast of the port
ing around’ in the hills on txlxeﬁ city of Da Nang. At least 23
edge of the plain, There were Commpnists .\lw:crc killed in the
'no indications of what happen- { joperation, military spokesmen
) oy aid, while the brigade lost

_ed to the romaining 100 de- '3, 1ot two ‘dead and 11 ]
fenders. wounded, i
NO.CASUALTY FIGURES The B-52s flew two- raids |
No casualty figures have | over Tay Ninh Province north- ¢
been issucd for either side.| West of Saigon and near {ho |

Cambedian border and two

. Newsmen ‘were unable to| gver Chau Doc Province in the ‘

visit the battle zone. { Mekong Delta 110 miles south- |
Military and diplomatic | west of the capital.

sources who have access to Tn the south on the same.

. rlretel astline where the
reports from the Plain of Jars l_;s;aeutfh Sﬁi;g(}:mai\s fighting 5

. yregion said, however, that the | Sunday, South Vietnamese
50-mile by-20-mile plain was | troops killed 22 Communists

under firm North Vieltnamese | and captured a considerable
3'conbrol. , . | quantity of arms and ammue,

b ‘ ) ‘ nitions  without suffering &:
1.\ But continuing air '?‘}m’.w.l"&&;!ﬂltx themsclves. . |
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Angry senators jumped on
‘the administration yesterday
‘after reading cvewitness news
,accounts reporting that armed
‘nmencans in civilian garb ana
‘American - supplied bombing
‘planes are being involved in
‘the war.in Laos.

“Laos has become an arena
for the repetition of the mis-
'takes of our Vietnamese

declared  Sen,
Mathias Jr. (R-

Jdpvolvement,”
\/Cgf:arles MeC. Mathi .
v .Md.) in a speech on the Sen-

)

iate floor.

“I believe that the Ameri-
‘can people—and the Congress.
-—will not ultimately accept a
withdrawal policy (from Viet.,
nam) that entails merely a
changing of uniforms and,
.titles and a re-engagement in
Laos.”

Mathias saxd the U.S. activ-
ities in Laos would appear to
“clearly violate the spirit” of
two congressional actions last
year: the “National Commit-
ments Resolution,” requiring
specific congressional approv-
al for every new cngagement
of American troops abroad;
and the Cooper-Church amend-
ment to the Defense Appro-
priations Act—blessed by the
Nixon - administration—which
prohibits funding of any U.S.
ground combat troops in either
Laos or Thailand.

powers to. the' Congress be’
circumvented by redeslgmtmg
soldiers as agents;of: the CIA'
or as military. adyis Qu . Mg
[thiss' asked it gmiciy il

i

i
i.

ks

" ‘ tout the press”
Can the reservation of war newsmen had been seized by

Lao troops for looking into

THRE

Breach of Hill’s Imrent Scen

Bv Warren Unna
Washington Poxt Staft Writer

“It would be a cruel dis-
appointment of President Nix-

on's hopes for peace if success
south
Vietnam depend on the escala-
tlon of U.S. engagement in

of vietnamization of

Laos,” Mathias warned.
Another Republican,

naval and civilian forces.”

Sen. Stuart Symington. (D-
 Mo.) released a letter he had
! written ‘to Secretary of State|w
Wwilliam P, Rogers requesting
that Ambassador . McMur-
trie ' Godley be. summoned
home "a$ soon as possible” to
give the facts to his Senate
Foreign Relations subcommlt-

tee,

Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.) de-
lvered a scorching rebuke to
Godley from the Senate floor

after reading press accounts,
These guoted Godley as hav-

ing declared that the Embassy
- had *“lost interest in helping
after three

secret areas,

Mansfield said that the fact
p‘.a that Laos has not yet become
»another Vietnam “may well be
I'due to the persistent effort of

~the American press.”

. He praised the reporters in
Laos for. having -“penetrated

Az ‘.ﬂ,,mmoz‘.nvozusupolicm

o
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Sen,
John Sherman Cooper of Ken-
tucky, promised to tack
amendments onto all future
defense appropriations bills to
extend the earlier congression-
~al stricture against US.

ground combat troops to “air,
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which this involvement has
becn wrapped for too many
years.”

The State Depariment later
announced that Godley had

been cabled for comment and
declared he had never made
such a statement, Now State
is trying to find out whether
an Embassy spokesman may
have made It in the ambassa-
dor's behalf.

The three newsmen, repre-
senting The New York Times,
Life magazine and a forecign

guided tour of an innocuous

arca and gone on their own to

the long-secret base of Lonhg

Cheng to see what actually
was going on.

They hitch-hiked, avoidmg
two Lao roadblocks, and ar-
rived at the base to report
American-made planes taking
off at the rate of one a min-
ute. Presumably, the
were to support the Royal Lao
government in its fight against
the North Vietnamese and

gents,

After two hours, the news-
kmen were arrested by a Royal
¥1Lao colonel, interrogated by
an American in civilian
clothes — presumably CIA —
and hustled out at U.S. Ems-
‘bassy direction on a plane’
bound for Vietnam, the Lao-
tian capital. ‘

State Department officials
said yesterday that the only!
reason the three correspond«
ents were back safe in Vien-
tiane was that the U.S. Em-
bassy took the initiative in
flying them out of the forbid-

den Long: Chenz..b.aqem.; ‘u.t

‘news agency, had left a US.-| '

planes|

Communist Pathet Lao insur-j -
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Pointing to President Nixon's The State Depattment said late-

ena Or S S ' peace efforts in Vietnam, Cooper er Godley denicd making such a
- said “I do not sco how we can statement, -

get out of that situation by be-  Mansficld cama to the defense

: coming {nvolved in another of the media. snylng. that the

ac S On 0 e war.” ‘ faet Loos has nol yet become

: Mauthias was the most vehe-[ghother Vietnam “may well be

: 0 f U S " l ment in his remarks. “It would;AUO to the persis’tent effort of the

be a cruel disappointment of American press.”

anfn In aos President Nixong hopes for' Symington noted that his Sen-

: .peace,” he said, “if success of atc panel has been trying for
By the Assoclated Press ‘Vietnamization in South Viet- four months to, secure release of
With an angry attack againstnam depends on escalation of 8 censorel transcript of earlier
the American .role in Laos, athe U.S. engagement in Laos.” hearings on Laos so that the
bipartisan group of senators has ) _public would have acccss to the
demanded that the Nixon admin- I8 Congress Bypassed? lnfgrmatlgg- “ 1 weeks.
istration disclose how heavily He went on: “U.S. militar uring Lhe past several weexs, ,
the United States is involved inactivities in that country (Laoss), Symington said, information “on |
the wartorn Asian nation. clearly violate the spirit of both|the secret war In Lg()s hag

“The facts of our involvement tlllet National Commitmentsilﬁs- Sf:&s disclosed “by bits an
have been concealed from. the olution—requiring s p e ¢ if1c|pPieces. e -

American people,” Tennessee congressional approval for evéry| . - 'I;hat therehls al’; Amﬁri"g{‘; _
Democrat Albert Gore said dur-new engagement of American|invo V‘;,me“f 'ise‘{.e foring of s
ing floor debate yesterday, mtroops abroad—and the amend-|But what it is in terms of the

STATOTHR .

'Charles H. Percy, R-Ill,

Another  Republican, Sen.
Charles McC. Mathias Jr. of
Maryland, said, “Laocs has be-

come an arena for the repetition

-‘of the mistakes of our Vietnam-
ase involvement, .

’- “I believe that the American
:people—and the Congress—will
mnot  ultimately accept a with-

fons Act. prohibiting use of
unds for American ground com-,
at troops in Laos or Thailand.:

tivities. and “expenditures has
never been disclosed to the
American le," ‘

“Can the reservation of war 58l g% i€ RUBEEASE ok

powers to the Congress be cir-. ' '

cumvented by redesignating sol-| 7

diers as agents of the CIA or ag|

military advisers?” he asked, |/
far, the administration has

refused to disclose if Americans!

are serving in Laos, the rate of

fdrawal policy (from Vietnam) American air missins in that | 3
{that entails merely a changing country or the U, o
;of uniforms and titles and re- rate, v or the US. casualty

"\ ‘engagement in Laos.”.
w1 - ’

ey

.-/-

Notes U.S. Advisers o

¢ The Maryland senator said
‘news reports from usually re-
[liable publications” indicated
thundreds of former Green Be-
‘rets military advisers were
‘swarming over the country in
jnumbers proportionately larger
;than the Kennedy administration
icommitment of advisers” in
Vietnam.

The debate, conducted before
-only a handful of senators, came:

President Nixon has said there
.are - no - U.S, ground combat
forces in Laos, although he
tias sald American planes have
hit the: Ho Chi Minh Trail where
it runs through that country.

Beyond that disclosure, Nixon
said in a December news confer-
ence, “I do not think the public
interest would he served by any
further discussions.”

Sen. Stuart S ymington,
D-Mo., who said there .is no
doubt of American involvement
in Laos, said he had written a

.against a backdrop of a strong’

)

‘North Vietnamese force that has
moved quickly and with great
* success against the Royal Lao-
tian army in spite of heavy
bombings by U.S. B52s, :
< -So far the North Vietnamese
have captured the stratepic
Plain of Jars and the town eof

Muong Soul. .

. The fear that the American
fighting role in, Vietnam is fast
Spreading to neighboring Laos
threaded throufh many of the

letter to Secretary of State Wil- i
lam " i, nogers requesung
U.S. Laotian Ambassador G.:
McMurtie Godley be called back
to this country to testify before |
the Senate subcommittee on 1J.8,
Security agreements and com-.
mitments abroad. .
Symington, the subcommittee
chairman, said such an appear-:
ance is needed “in view of re-,
cent press reports of serious:
fighting in Laos and the difficul-
ties which have been reported
by press representatives in ag-

arguments made in the Senate certaining the facts.” ,
yesterday. Symington was referring to,
. Cooper Cites Problem -comments sald  to have beon

" Both Senate Democratic Lead-
er Mike Mansfield and Kentucky
Republican John Sherman Coo-
per made this point, with Mans-
field stating that if U.S. involve.
ment in Laos grows “all the
plans for Vietnamization will go
down the drain and we will find
ourselves in a most difficult situ-

Wthon, ", s kel 35

4
9ot l
;

made by Godley after three re. .
orters were ousted Tuesday'
rom: Long - Chlen air base in
Laos for allegedly looking into-

secret areas. ' - ’ 1

Godley' was quoted as saying”
“the' American mission has lost :
any interest in helping out the. o
press whatsoever because of :
what f,hem_.‘ happened this after
00N, TR

R hp
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cloud cover pictures of thie whole earth
deily, continuous obscrvation of the
earth and its atmosphere from synchro-
nous orbit, and daily quantitative meas-
urcments, such at temperature and pres-
sure, at various levels in the atmosphire.

The most significant progress has

been made in the first objective-—global
" cloud coverape—with the operation of
the Tiros Operational Satellite--TOS—
system.

The success of this system can be
measured by the fact that satellite data
is & daily required tool in hundreds of
weather offices. Many users now consider
the satellite essential to theilr environ-
mental scrvice missions, particularly in
the West coast region of the United
States where satellite pletures frequently
provide the first information on devel-
oping weather off the coast where surfacé

and upper air observations are sparse. -
Other benefits include: Reduced use of .

airceraft for tropical storm reconnais-
sance, reduction of the time anc cost to
accomplish photo mapping of remote
areas, and elimination of @ costly
weather-observing ship: between New

Zealand and Antarctica. No tropical.

storm—hurricane or typhoon-—has gone
undetected, or reached populated areas
without warning for several years, due
in large part to the availability of satel-
lite data.

It is possible that this weather Infor-
mation may even enable us to control,
or at least divert, storms and thus min-
imize thelr destructiveness.

Through the medium of the Enrth Re-
sources Program Review Committee, es-
tablished by NASA during 1968, various
departments of the Government assisted
NASA in determining program objectives
and evaluating potential applieations of
an earth resources program utilizing
satellites.

Areas of investigation include hydrol-
ogy and oceanography.

In the field of hydrology, the avail-
ability of ERTS data would permit eval-
" uation for snowline mapping in poten-
tial flood areas such as the Upper Mis-
sissippl Valley, the Sierra Nevada, and
the Northeast; observation of the extent
of flooded areas; observation of the ex-
tent of river and lake ice; estimation of
surface soll moisture; and estimation of
maximum probable precipitation from
storms.

In the field of oceanography, ERTS .

data would facilitate planning for the hy=-
drographic survey of coastal waters; the
location and extent of ice in inland wa-~
ters and at sea; the study of estuarine
mechanics; and survelllance of major
ocean currents, among others.
- The Department of the Interior uti-
- lizes ERTS data for its earth resources
observation satellite program—EROS,
Administered by the TU.8. Ceological
Survey, EROS applies remote sensor in-
formation acquired from aircraft and
spacecraft to land use and resources in-
vestigatlons.

The Department of the Interior is the

principal resources agency of our Gov-

ernment. For the effective utilization and -

the conservation of our Nation’s lands
and natural resources, the space program
can provide data for basic inventories of
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natural resources aud planning for their
management.,

An example of the contribution of the
spaceeraft to the work of the Geological
Survey is the small-scale photomap ac-
quired throush photographs from space.
With the addition of interpreted data
from the color photos taken in the Gem-
ini and Apollo programs, the Survey can
produce such itcms as & geologic ter-

‘rain map, & map useful in minerals ex-

ploration, and a land-use planning map.

In like manner, space vehicles will aid
the resource programs of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Jolnt research be-
tween NASA and USDA is directed to
space systems that will be of use in the
field of agriculture, forestry, and range
management.

Surveys would be aimed at—Identify-

4ng and measuring land use; detecting

calamitous events, such as disease, in-

_sect infestation, and drought; assessing

crop and timber stand conditions; and

‘determining surface soil characteristics. -

. One important capability resulting

from the application of remote sensing

to agriculture and forest lands woul
be mapping of surface water, includin
snowpack, and identifying and mapping
silt production and other water pollution
sources, - )
Mr. President, I have mentioned only a

- few of the current, or near at hand, ben-

efits of the space program, Because of it

we are incalculably wiser in many ways. -

Now and increasingly in the future these

‘byproducts of the “man on the moon”

program will immensely enrich our life

here onearth,

I share with all Ameriea great pride in
the achievements of our astronauts, and
the vast legacy of those achievements—a
legncy made possible only through the
labor and devotion of the administrators
of NASA, the leaders of the Space Coun-

cil, and thousands of sclentists, techni- -

cians, and skilled workers—those in the
contracting firms as well as in Govern-
ment.

But I feel that the time has come to
redirect our space objectives. For the
present we should set our space sights

on building an orbiting space station,

supplied and managed through the use
of a space shuttle system in which craft
would go back and forth from earth to
the space station on repular schedules
and on productive missions,
Concurrently we should give consider-
ably more attention and a much larger
share of space appropriations to research
which will increase supplies of food and
other necessities, to preserving our life-

‘giving environment, to reducing disaster

losses, and to other earthbound prob-
lems.

A decade pgo, an heroic goal-—such as
the man on the moon—was nceded to es-
tablish order and provide objectives for
the development of the bullding blocks

essentinl to space capability, We now.

have those building blocks—and we need

to drain from them all the beneficlal re-

turns possible. )

It is time to focus our energies on what
someone has called “inner space.” When
we have more nearly solved the fear-
some problems presented here, it will be
time to move again toward distant

- horlzons,

[
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Mr, President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum,

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ALLEN in the chair). The clerk will call

the roll.
‘The bill clerk proceeded to call the roll, -
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call he rescinded.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
Mr., MATHIAS obtained the floor.
Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr. President, will
the Senator yield before he hegins? -
Mr. MATHIAS. I yield.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS DURING
SENATE SESSION

. Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all ecommittees
‘be authorized to meet during the session

of the Senate today. :

. The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. .
Mr. MANSFIELD. I thank the Senator.

ALLEGED OBSOLESCENCE OF THE
CONSTITUTIONAL WAR POWERS
OF THE CONGRESS

Mr. MATHIAS. Mr. President, there
are two principal theorles advanced to
explain the alleged obsolescence of the
constitutional war powers of the Con-
gress.

One theory is that in the nuclear age
wars may be too large and cataclysmic
to be channeled through congressional
processes. This may be true. But it is ir- |
relevant to the constitutional question,
since no one has challenged the Exccu-
tive’s authority to repel attack on the
United States or to act in accordance
with . treaty provisions ratified by the
Scnate. )

The other theory, beyond the belief
that wars are now too blg and sudden
for congressional deliberation, is that in
the nuclear age wars are also too small
and intricate to allow a congressional
role.

The big war theory has never been
tested and we all passionately hope it
never will be. In any case, if nuclear
holocaust occurs, the survivors will not
be much concerned with constitutional
proprieties. The small war theory, how-
ever, has been repeatedly asserted as pol- .
icy by the Executive in relation to Viet-
nam. And now it is being repeated in re-
lation to the expanding conflict in Laos.
Laos has become an arena for the repeti-

tion of the mistakes of our Vietnamese f:. .

involvement. .

The intervention in Laos has been pro- .
secuted without congressional delibera-
tion or authority beyond the Tonkin
Gulf resolution of 1964. In fact, U.S. mili~ -
tary activities in that country clearly
violate the spirit of both the national

-commitments resolution—requiring spe- .

cific congressional approval for every

.new engagement of American troops

abroad—and the amendment to the De-
fense Appropriations Act prohibiting use
of funds for American ground combat
troops in Laos or Thailand. News reports
from usually reliable publications indi-

‘cate the presence of hundreds of ex-

Green Berets, desoribed a8 having joined
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\/ the CIA in Laos because “they were fed

up with having their hands tied in Viet-
nam.” And military advisers arc reported
to be swarming over the country in num-
bers proportionately Inrger than the
Kennedy administration commitment of
advisers to the Salgon regime. The
bombing of Northh Vietnam, which ex-
ceeded in intensity the highest levels of
world War II, has now evidently been
shifted to Laos. ;
These developments raise important
questions of constitutional law, Can the
reservation of war powers to the Con-
gress be circumvented by rcdesignating
soldiers as agents of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency or as military advisers?
- Can such military actions by the CIA
be accorded the clandestine status of au-

thentic intelligence operations? By con- .

centrating so many thousands of Amer-
~ ican officials in & small, beleaguered
country like Laos—and exposing them. to
military peril—can the Executive. in ef-
fect create an American military com-
mitment without congressional approval
and without the explicit engagement of
ground combat troops? All these dublous
disguises for military engagement are
reportedly being used in Laos, If this is
" the case, each one subverts the consti-
tutional powers of the Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The time
of the Senator has expired.

Mr. MATHIAS., Mr. President, I ask

. unanimous consent that I may continue
for 3 additional minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so oydered.

Mr. MATHIAS, Mr, President, I would
further contend that Communist recap-
ture of the Plaine des Jarres suggests
that the intervention in Laos will not
work. Every American escalation has
been met by a North Vietnamese escala-

tion, There are now sald to be 50,000

* North Vietnamese troops in the country.
In recent weeks they were reportedly
armed with antiaircraft missiles. They
are evidently determined to keep open
the Ho Chi Minh Trail and to counter-
act any substantial American gains in

South Vietnnam with further Communist

entrenchment in Laos.

It would be a cruel disappoiniment of
President ilixon’s hopes for peace if suc-
cess of Vietnamization in South Vietnam
depended on escalation of the U.S. en-
gagement in Laos, If that has become a
new element of the conflict in Southeast
Asia, then the American policy should be
fully reappralsed. For I believe that the
American people—and the Congress—
will not ultimately accept a withdrawal
policy that entails merely a changing of
uniforms and titles and a reengagement
in Laos. It may well be that the weak-
nesses of our approach to disengagement
in South Vietnam can be measured in

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, 1t 1s so ordered.

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, may
1 say that I had the opportunity to read
the short, to-the-polnt specch Just made
by the distinguished Senator from Mary-
land. I belicve he is performing a service
in trying to pinpoint a situation in Laos
which is becoming increasingly more
dangerous. The possibility of our further
involvement has increased and there has
been brought about a decided cnlarge-
ment of the number of sorties flown over
1.008, either across the Ho Chi Minh Trail
or oni the Plaine des Jarres, In the latter
arca, I understand on the basis of news
reports, B-52’s have for the first time
been used in the past week or so.

What the Senator is endeavoring to
do.is bring the Congress into any deci-

" sion which may be made in Laos. That is

in accord with the national commitments

resolution passed by the Senate by a

large vote last year, and with the Cooper-

~ Church amendment to the Defense ap-

part by the massiveness of our simulta- -

neous military engagement in nelghbor-
ing lands

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr, President, will
the Senator yield?

Mr. MATHIABS. I am very happy to
yield to the : distinguished majority
leader. .

Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the distin-
gulshed Senator may be allowed an addi-
tional 5 minutes. ‘

propriation bill, which was passed over-
whelmingly, and which, as I recall, had
the approval of the admln;stration as .

“well,

The Senator hotes in his speech that—
Laos has become an arena for the repeti-

tion of the mistakes of our Vietnamese in-
volvement.

I would only amend that to express a
wish and a hope, by saying that this is

-a possibility and not & probability at the

moment. :

May I say that I was surprised at the
Senator’s statement that there are
“hundreds of ex-Green Berets” who have
Joined the CIA in Laos, because, as the
Senator points out, 1f that is the case,
then it is a horse of a different color, but
still & horse as far as combat units are
concerned,

The Senator indicates also that the

‘bombing of ‘North Vietham, which has

consldernbly exceeded the bombing in
‘World War II in both the Pacific and the
European areas, has now evidently been
shifted to Laos, along the trail, the
Plaine des Jarres, and elsewhere,:with
the cessation of the bombing in North
Vietnam ltseif.

The Senator also brings out the fact
that the Communists, the North Viet-
namese, have been reportedly armed with
antiaircraft missiles—I do not think
there is any doubt about that—and that
“they are evidently determined to keep
open the Ho Chi Minh Trall and to

‘counteract any substantial American

gains In South Vietnam with further
Communist entrenchment in Laos,”

I would add to that the Kingdom of
Cambodia as well, because it has been
estimated that while there are approxi-
mately 50,000 North Vietnamese in Laos,
backing approximately 25,000 Pathet Lao.

_There may be something on the order

of 45,000 to 50,000 North Vietnamese and
Vietcong in Cambodia, along the remote
northern frontier extending from where -
the kingdom abuts on Vietnam over
into the province of Battambang, which
abuts on Thalland.

I have been extremely worried about
the situation in Laos in recent weeks, or
I should say recent months, because it is
part and parcel of what developing in
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Victnam, and there has heen a declded
shift into Cambodia and Liaos from Viet-
nam {tsecif.

I was perturbed, for example, when
Mr, Colby, who appeared before the Sym-
ington subcommittce last week, indi-
cated that we would be in South Vietnam
for a period of at least 5 years, and that
we could pessibly get out in 10 years,
provided that certain circumstances oc-
curred.

It would be my hope that a speedup In
the withdrawal policy could be broughe
about, and that such a spcedup would not
be dependent upon Hanoi's stalling or
Saigon's wishes, but on what would be
in the best interests of this Natlon.

What will happen in Laos s anybody’s
guess. We can either continue at our
present extensive and expensive pace—
I mentioned that the sorties into Laos
from outside areas come in the hun-
dreds—we can escalate, which would
create g very dangerous situation; or we
can withdraw, which would place the
Kingdom of Laos at the mercy of other
and outside forces.

I would suggest, hopefully—and I em-
phasize the word hopefully—that one
way out of the dilemma in which we find
ourselves in Laos would be, once again,
to call upon the co-chairman of the
Geneva accords, which in 1962 brought
about the neutralization of the Kingdom -
of Lnos by means of which the neutral-
ists, the rightists, and the Pathet Lao
would each be accorded one-third of the

epresentation in the Laotian Parlia-
ment.

It is my understanding that the neu-
tralsts and the rightists have filled their
seats and that, while the seats allotted
to the Pathet Lao are vacant, the seats
are still there for Souvanouvong and his
followers to sit in, if they only will,_

If the situation develops further as
it is proceeding at the present time,
it may well be that we are in for a more
difficult period. If that is the case, then
I think all the plans for Vietnamization
and all else will go down the drain, and
we will find ourselves in a most diffi-
cult and dangerous situation. I hope
that will not be the case, because, 8§
the Benator has indicated, Congress in
no uncertain terms and on two occasions, -
has declared that it would not favor
further interventions unless we were con=
sulted—and that was one of the points
which the distinguished Senator from
Maryland has tried to bring out. We did
s0 in the national commitments resolu-
tion, and under the Cooper-Church
amendment, and furthermore, that we

would not favor U.S. combat troops—in

whatever guise—for use in Thalland and
Laos.

My concern is not mitigated by the fact
that casualties are accumulating week by
week. I do not know how anyone can
get any satisfaction out of the fact that -

‘the deaths are running under 100 a

week, even though that is a reduction
from what it was a year ago, when cas-
ualties were running in the hundreds a
day. '

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Senator’s time has expired.

Mr. MANSFIELD., I ask unanimous
c(;nsent to proceed for 5 additional min-
utes, - -
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U.s. Should ReSIS'I' Laos Temp’rahon

Y‘\ROM last August until last. weekend, the .
Plaine des Jarres in north central Laos.
. “was in the hands of a special force of Meo
il tribesmen, an army which The New. York
Tines has descrlbcd as “armed, equipped, fed,
paid, guided strategically and tactically and
offcn transported into and out of action by the -
United States.” - :
Last weckend, Communist troops of North -
Vietnam and the anti-government Pathet Lao
drove the U.S.-backed forces from the plain
and continued moving toward the key highway -
that links the administrative Laotian capital of
Vientiane with the royal capxtal of Luang Pra-
bang.
The struggle hy the Communists to recap-

" ture the plain — they had held it for five ycars

before last August — brought American bomb-
ers into north central Laos on a large scale. Al-
though U.S. bombers helped the special army
to capture the plain in August, they had been
concentrating their efforts since then along the
Ho Chi Minh Trail to the cast.

‘With U.S. air power openly mvolved in the

* ¢y riow fo a warning issued five months ago’-

f
I

; and: through the secret efforts of the U. w-“ '

. by Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield that -
Laos is in danger of becommg another Viet-
nam,

Our total involvement in Laos — both openly -

- Approved For Release 2007/10/23

- ership may not prove adequate to halt the Com-’)

will be a temptation to pour in still more
~American support if the Communists continue

WE HOPE that ternptation can be resisted. |

_we're doing in Vietnam. But in ns, we can- |

- ized.”
Plaine des Jarres fighting, there.is new urgen- -

STATOTHR
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tral Intelligence Ageugy — has reached majorf ;
proportions, even though U.S. ground troopsi:
have not yet been used.

But all we have invested in money and lead-

munist advance beyond the plain, and there

to move west and south toward the Mekong
Valley.

R SRR

At a time when we are struggling to ex-
tricate ourselves from a hopeless situation in

‘Vietnam, it makes no sense at all to become ‘

more deeply involved in a Vietnamese neighbor §
largely known for elephanis, pagodas and back-
wardness.

In Laos, we are already overcommlttcd and

we ought not to be drawn in any further. We
ought, in fact, to be reducing our effort, just as

not afford to wait until the army is "Laotlan- !

It would be well if the Communists in Laos |
could be confined:to the northeast, where they -

_.have been largely in control since World War -
_I1. But if the non-Communist Laotians are un-

able to keep them from moving west, that may
be a reality the United States w111 slmply have
to accept :

. N

. . i s o
PRI IRy £x.m.u.-. i SRR AM&&.&J!.M'&*
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. A Good War
s Hard fo Fnd |
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N ORDER to keep the public well~

informed on the crucial issues of the

! day, we present another in The Nutshell
Scries of Leclures. This one is entitled:
“Laos in a Nutshell.” ‘

" Laos, of course, is “The Key to Central

Southcast Asia.”’ IHardly anyone knows -
¢ where it is, This includes the Laotians, .

i most-of whom are unaware they live in a
- country called Laos.

Laos has a King, who doesn’t matter,

- and three Princes: The Right-Wing

" Prince Boun Oum, the Neutralist Prince

-Souvanna Phouma and the Left-Wing .

. Prince Souphanouvong — a “dyed-
rin-the-wool Communist” who demands
* that everyone address him as “Your Roy-

" Al Highness.” ° '
/- The Neutralist Prince used to rule the
' country. But years ago in a masterful .

fcoup, the C.IA. threw him out and in-

© stalled the Right-Wing Prince. This starts *

' ed a war,

|, The Right-Wing Prince declared him- -

' self a Bastion of Democracy, The Left-
;Wing Prince declared himself An Indige-

¢ nous People’s Uprising. But neither Ameri--

; ca nor the Communist Powers wanted to
; fight a war in Laos. The terrain was terri-

¢ ble. So, to achieve peace, the C.LA. .
. helped overthrow the Right-Wing Prince
-~ were wearing out, . -

and re-install the Neutralist Prince.
This brings us up to 1963 and right
back where we started from. Could we

; have a little less coughing in the back of

the room, please?
] * -k ok

ELL, NOW, the Left-Wing Prince,
still angry, vowed to go on fighting .
- the Neutralist Prince, who was busy .

putting down coups by the Right-Wing

- Prince’s forces. :

+  'Tho Loyal Royal Army sided with the
Noutralist Prince, The Pathet Lao, whoev-
er they are, sided with the Left-Wing

" Prince, So they've been fighting a war for
years — whenever it isn't too rainy. .

.- R I R AT R LY ey

¥
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larly pleased with U.S. hand grenades,

- crowd-pleasing whr couldn’t last forever.

* this 15-year-old war carefully, that would.
be areal tragedy. = -

raren’t a Commugist, you can have it. . 1‘
LB

- Ardhuor Cloppe |

Most of the time, they fight for the All- |
Important Plain of Jars, which is near the i

" Strategic Plain of Reeds. One year, one |

side captures it. The next year the other.t-’
side captures it. Hardly anyone ever gets!
hurt, y

Both sides, of course, get financial aid
from the U.S. or from the Communist |
Powers, either to stem the tide of Commu-{l

l

“nism or Capitalism as the case may be.

The Loyal Royal Army has been particu-|

+

which they find useful for dynamiting fish. }

* Kk %

Unfortunately, this pleasant littl ; _
4 Co.
3
|
{

THE CLA, which felt left out, organ-{

ized its own army of Tough Meo
Tribesmen, who grow opium poppies. To !

.recompense their next of kin, the CJ.A.'S
- dropped bags of rice from the air on Mco i

villages, | 7
The Meos carted the rice to the capital

of Vientiane and sold it to black market.

merchants who sold it back to the C.I.A.¢
who again dropped it on the Meo villages. ]

‘A television documentary on this ex-!

change reported that some of the rice had;
been dropped- five times and- the bags’;

Bul the C.L.A. Army captured the Plain
of Jars. Again. So the North Vietnamese'
sent 10,000 or 60,000 soldiers to recapture |
the Plain of Jars. Again. And the U.S. sent
its bombers to bomb the North Vietuamese !
soldiers. Again, So the war’s all over th
front pages. Again. '

But now the gung-ho Americans are |
fighting the gung-ho North Vietnamese, In
the cross-fire, some Laotians could easily
get hurt. And to anyone who's followed ;

. So that's Laos in ‘a Nutshell, If you
!

R . . . » St
Stbrsdensih ek cagpis i caeiad s St u.-'.uu',..uuu-*__.'_‘
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1agent, interrogated them and,
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“Plane Traffic Heavy |

"t Secret Basein L
At Secret HBase in Laos
: By Jack Foisie .
: Los Angeles Times )
SAM THONG, Laos, Feb. 24—The long-secret base of
Long Cheng in Laos was observed by outside correspond-|
ents for the first time today, and they saw American-
made planes taking off at the rate of one a minute in
presumed support of the battle around the Plain of Jars.;
According to one of the correspondents, Tim Allman of!
:SE:» anf‘:ﬁl;ok POSdt. Rhere alsolactive rear arca. The activity
were many armed Americans | mirrors frantic éffort
tin civilian clothes supporting mhm.r" the nal,mc- cfforts of
iVang Pao, the Lao general in Americans to prop up the sag-
‘command of the fight in|ging anti-Communist army of,
.northeast Laos. {Gen. Pao. ‘ '
The only armed planes the| There are more than 300 air-
craft landings. and takeoffs

-‘Lc-:cirrespondems saw at Long
‘Cheng, however, were con- :
o here dally., The planes must
nad

tverted American prop-trainers

'used as hombers and flown brush an escarpment to la

|only by Oriental pilots. and climb steeply on takeoff
to snake out of another gap.n
the hills. .

! Thi§ would keep the Ameris
.can diplomatic position within ;

The dust from the dirt land:
ing strip keeps a constant haze

[be framework of the 1062 Ge-
‘neva agreement, which forbids

tover the town during the day-
light hours.

.an outside power to hase mili-
tary forces within Laos.
A bullet-nose
monoplane  lands

.

- The correspondents rcached
Long Cheng from Sam Thong,
. about 18 miles away, the logis-
tical supply base for north.
eastern Laos. ‘
. They observed the areaand’
‘the airflelds for two hours be-!
fore being challenged by a
Lao colonel. They told him
‘they thought the base was '’
open to correspondents.

The officer reportedly at

: {
d, high-winged,
and dis-
14 years old, his arm shattered
by an cnemy bullet, A helicop-
ter arrives and out steps Pao,
surrounded by U.S. Army and.
| Caribou transport plane dis-
charges fucl in barrels,
. A twin-engined Beccheraft
first belleved the newsmen itakes off with three U.S. offi-
Vnight be Russian military at-lcers in civilian garb, headed
taches from Vientiane, - ifor the battle at Muong Soui.
"*An American In civilian ‘Other light * aircraft take
toth pell b I _Buddhist monks and refugees
clothes, believed to be a Ai‘to new homes, ]
" |American tactical air sup-
i port for.Laotian forces, never

i

4
14

3 1
charges a government soldier,

CIA advisers, A twin-enginedy

SHTNGTON POST
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were’ many others [Scoupces In” Vientlane "said
ed at the airstrip, they |they pulled out at dusk and
made their ‘way on foot:to~

e general im-|ward.,Long, Cheng, ‘about 10,
| miles: josshe  weste ! il ki

there
wound
did not zet out.
‘However, “th
pression remains.that the hat-
tie at Lima’ Lima saw Royal ‘
Lao troops refreat almost at!
first contact.” - - o o
The man who runs_Sam;
Thong is Edgar (Pop). Buell,
who came to Laos 10 years ago
tand has been working in or
iaround the Plain of Jars ever
isince, :
i Now 56, he lIs the U.S. aid
!eoordinator for northeast Laos
{and ministers to 350,000 peo-
'ple, most of whom have been
driven from thelr homes by,
the enemy over the years and
by the rapid Communist ad-
vance of the past two'weeks, |
Was this refugea program
the work of the United States’
rather than Laos? . -~ ~:*d.
YWe are six Americans in|-
is area and six men cannot| .~ ..
do for 350,000 Lao. It's got to|
bcl' :he Lao government,” Bugll]
said, R IR S I

¢

f

i

¢

g

Royal Lao Troops "

Abandon Muong Soui.
. 'VIENTIANE, Feb. 25" (Wed:
nesday), (AP)—-Laotian govern-
‘ment forces abandoned thel
strategie’

airfield-outpost ' ofi

ipot them out as quickly as POs-
sible, putting them on an air-
craft - bound for Vientiane,
{about 100 miles south, saylny
he would charge them $450 for
the fare, I

[G. MeMurtle' Godley, 'the
American ambassador to Laos,
Jdssued a statement later, the
AP reported, which said that
“the - American  mission has
lost.-any " interest in helping
out the press whatsocver be:
cause of what happened this
afternoon.”}

In Sam Thong. the waris 151

day's walk for Moo tribesmon,
Sam Thong fs certainly  most

Approved For Release 2007/10/23

{miles over the hills, a few min-) g0 of the
utes by helicopter or hall a|urday,

‘Muong Soui  to.: the - Northl
Vietnamese and  Pathet' Laq
i Tuesday night, military ‘sourd

es sald today. o g
The sources said the order,

officially acknowledred but
widely known, is believed to
be mounted from bases in
Thailand and South Vietnam.]’. €
In the tin-roofed hospital,: " :
now being enlarged, Dr, James {to abandon Muong Soul was
Borden of Iélnmath Falﬁs, Oli'c., igiven by Gen. Vang Pao, who
works steadily. He is the chief "’ , : St
surgeon, assisted by two Lao&'corm““mdﬁ the a,r:;ly tpfim,ggo; .
doctors and by Jack Thiel of Meo tribesmen that 15 the
Chlcago, a nurse. . jovernment's chlef defense
There arc about ' 150 pa- ‘ngainst the Narth Vietnamese
tients, many on cots In hall- ‘offensive now moving * uns
ways. Dr: Borden said he had ;‘:chccked across east-central
treated 100 wounded from the . Laos. e S
Plain of Jars fighting but only:i- vang Pao reportedly had;
a dozen were Involved in the ' planned to reinforce Muong
battle at Lima Lima, the key.|Soui with a battalion of {roops:
alrstrip on the southedstern {hut changed his plans because,
plain that fell 8at- |encmy ground five prevented:

‘ his landing planes at.the alry
sirip. Muong ‘Soul had bueh,
defended by about a’'company
ol Moo, and, Lag: troopss .

29

)

The  wounded ' who, eame,.
from Limn Lima walked, Dr.
Borden sald. He added that if.
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Small U.S. "Army’
on Laos Base

! By TAMMY ARBUCKLE

Speclal to The Star

VIENTIANE--The Uniled

armed Americans on the ground in Laos based at Long Chien;
15 miles south of the Communist-held Plain of Jars.

This was revealed after three correspondents, Timothy Al

man of the Bangkok Post, Max

\/nnd Peter Saar of Lile walked

at Sam Thong to Long Chien)3i “Various ~places  scattered.

yesterday,

I TLong Chien s an L-shaped . Well-informed sources say the
theintmber of armed Americans on;
bruzh. One leg of the 1. holds
.an airsteip, The olher leg hides

canyon tucked away in

a U.S. military headquarters.
The correspondents said they
saw  American  mililary  bar-
racks: all air conditioned, and
counted more than 50 Amet-
jeans, kome in groups riding in
Joeps,
Al were armed with Mié
rifles and pistols; but dressed
fn civilian clothes,

l Helicopters Spotted

" On the 5,000foot-long tarmac
airstrip, they saw aircraft hear-
ing U.S. Alr Force markings,
There also were three U.S. Air
Force Jolly Green Giants, the
large helicopters used for rescu-
ing U.S. pilols downed over
Laos.

The correspondents estimale
they wandered around the hase
for two hnurs before heing ap-
prehended. .

They said they were inter-
rogated by an American who
appeared to be in over-all charge
of the area. Even a Lao coloncl
took orders from him, they said.

The American took Coilfait's
notebook, promising to return it
to him by mail. Correspondents
believe the American, like others

. they spotted, was employed by

the Central Intelligence Agency.
) Estimate of Americans

The three eorvespondents were
detained overnight at SanThong,
a base north of Vienliane, by
American authoritics. The three
had left a field tour being con-
ducted by the U.S. Embassgy

rotested U.S.
and Lao refusal to let them seo
what was going on.

- Besides the Americans spotted
at Long Chien, informed sources

say other armed Americans lrel

A WASHINUTON STAFE
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States has a small “army” of

Coiffait of Agence France Presse
12 miles from the U.S. AID base

throughout Laos.

the pround totals helween 200
and 300 men. :

Besides these Americans,
there are groups, up to company
sice, of Thais as well as a large
number of Royal Thai air foree
pilols, One a LL, Col. Kru from
the 1st Royal ‘Thai air foree

/

Position Weakened command. The goverenment's
military failure dispile generovs
The Laotians have now losi| U5, military aid in eqripment
the Plain of Jars and Muong and air support, seems to indli-
Sonl. The only revognized ney. icate some “l.nnl.‘mﬂ.qnt on of the
tralist avea still in their hands in | war I8 necessary. .
North Laos is Vang Vieng, 1on| While Gen, Vang Pao and hia
miles north of here. Meo group poura ant blond aid
This puts Premier Souvanna|U.S. treasure apainst the Norlh
Phouma’s nentralists in a poor Vietnamese in the mountainons
bargaining  position for Lags| BYCAS. the Lao army remaing
nentralist cabinel seats vis-a-yls | basienfly in the Mekang Vallry

wing, a unit presently hnsed af
Don Munny Airficld in Bangkok,
was killed at Long Chien when
hls €47 transport helonging to a
private- U.S. air company, conli-
nental Airlines, crashed there.

This American-Thai ground
presence  supporting Laotians
under Gen, Vang Pao, although
combined with heavy U.S. Alr
Force slrikes, has failed to stop
North Vietnam's latest offen-
sive,

Report on Air Strip

Reliable sources loday say re-
vealed Muong Soui, a U.S. buill
airstrip 12 miles northwest of
the Plain of Jars, fell last night
to Communist forces without a
fight.

_According to these sources,
Vang Pao’s Meo troops with-

drew about 5:30 p.m, local time
.yesterday, failing to destroy
“large U.S. supplies of fuel.

Vang Pao’s force of about 100
men withdrew {from Muong Soui
because the airstrip was under
Norlh Vietnamese shelllire and
fixed-wing nirerafl were unablo
to land and bring reinforce-
ments. A light alreraft carryiog
three U.S. military atlaches also
was unable to land,

11.S, and Lao aircraft later al-
,tempted  to destroy the fucl
dump, but apparently falted.

A North Vietnamese battalion
enicred Muong Soul on the heels
of t he retreating povernment
force, sources reported, al-
though Meo military officials
said. most of tho Muong Soui
,atlackers were pro-Communist
Pathet Lao,

. The fall of Muong Soul puts
the Lao governmont back to its
low fortunes of last July.

Communist-supported  leftwing anil gends Vang Pao few rein-
dissident neutralists. forcements. ,

There apparently has been a Military officials and diplo-
complete military failure on the mals now are waiting to sec Just
part of the Laotians since the how far the North Vietnamese
Plain of Jars airstrip fell Jast | Will push.

Saturday. . “Hanoi is in an excellent posi-
For example, they failed to

tion,” one source asserted by
hold Phou Kout, a high mountain taking Muong Soui, they threat-
ridge 10 miles east of Muong

en the left flank of Vang Pao's
Soui essential to Muong Soui's|| forces at Long Chien ot can slah
defense,

w . acrogs the mountains to Route
Kb Sommunits el Phou| g jinking Vientiane with the
out “steel mountain' becanse -
of the large amounts of metal | Royal capital of Luang Prabang.

left there as a result of US.
bombing and rockets attacks,
governmenl shelling and infan-
try atlacks launched against it
since 1954,

'I‘hq1 Communisls succeeded in
holdiilg it despile these strong
attacks, [lighting from 15-foot
decp (renches until their logis«
tics failed them last year.

Yet government forces gave
up the position Momday after a
few light probes.

Lootiang Angry

Some Laotians arc Incensed,
Lno reporiers, speaking today to
‘Chao Sepsalsana, vico president
tof the Lao National Asscmbly,
for the first time bitterly ques-
tioned why their generals were
scon around Vienliane bars in
tennis shorts and §.ao dignitaries
were poing to a wedding in Ne-
pal while Lans was facing one of
its worst erises,

Chao Sopsaisana said “‘woe are
nol indifferent to the situation,
We are scriously worried by it.”

Well-sinformed military
gources said that Lao gencrals
had nothing to do because all
reporis from the northern battle
aren were sont direct to Souvan-

na Phouma and the American
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% Why Laos Is Not Po’ieﬂtxal Vletnam

1l WASHINGTON - (NEA)  Last

{ month, Senate = Foreign ~Relations

l ‘Chairman J. W. Fulbnght decided to
:serve the -nation by passing on, via
the Congressional Record, a dovish

(cntxcs suggestion that the ' “little . :

» war” in J.aos might halloon mto a;

' *huge, ugly war iike Vietnam." e

," Let’s try to get that one in sensxble
1 perspective. ‘

Laos does have the space for it.

_improved. The same goes for the Red
Pathet Lao, who have been directed
.from the start by Hanoi and “are to-
"day largely relegated to reconidary, |
noncombat roles by the ﬁghtmgw
-North Vietnamese regulars. 4
Critics who like to talk of America's
secret war” in Laos make much of
" the presence of CIA, agents, military
- advisers in civilian dress (most not o
now members of U. S. armed forces), 1- “

¥
1
4
i
:
i
{

D)

(

« North and South Vietnam together .
- outdo it, but its' 91,000 square miles’
' make it nearly 50 pei" B
. than South” Vietnam' alone.” (Laos 1s
a bit smaller than Oregon.) -

' Population is something else. : By
"+ present estimates, the cnmbmed ‘total =

~ of the two Vietnams is 38 million peo-.
"ple. Laos has just 2.8 million. More.
-than half of these. are hill peoples °
" seattered all over the tangled Laotian -

- hills. By contrast, South Vietnam’s -
“hill tribes, though they oceupy 60 per

-eent of the nation’s land, account for .
.less than five per cent of the 18 m11- "

ilion population total.-

Certainly the total fighting force in
Vietnam or adjacent . - backup areas:

, like Cambodia must range between *

13,750,000 and 2,000,000 men — includ-. -

mgU S, forces South Vietnamese re-

" gulars and home units, the North™.
. Vietnamese and the Viet Cong.

In northern Lans, where the fight-
‘ing for that country is centered, it "
;would be a surprise if total forces on -
'both sides much exceed 200,000,
| Much of the Laotian government’
“fighting force” is that in name only,

though sources say some umts are ..

~ecent larger
g ‘somne, it is known for sure. But as a

+ helicopters ‘and planes and thexr\
:pilots,

Well, the scale of this acti\ntv isup

:-phenomenon it goes back to 1954.
+-Most of the time since then, the
‘United States has been training, pay-'
ing, advising and even directing in
combat the non-Red Laotian forces.
The critics say we are “running the.
war-” Most likely, yes: But one way |
.or another we have been doing it for
‘a long time, The only difference to- !
dayis some advance in the number
-of U. 8 personnel (gussed at 2,150), .
and some change in the scale and

. character of their activities.

There is no sign (indeed, much prx—
vate official
trary) that we are going to enlarge
our advisory role.

We note the conceded stepup m
Laos in 1963-70. But given the limit."

“ ing factors of weather, haze, sporadic 1

seasonal combat, small* populatwn,

“the rugged terrain in Southeast Asia's -
least-developed ~nation, the focus on
" the Ho trail, our air combat’'in Laos
is being badly misrepresented -~ by
critics as threatenmg a huge‘
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Nixon Doctrine
In Shambles? S
Surely it is not the SEATO Treaty? The Govern-’

. THE NIXON DOCTRINE appears to be in jnent of Laos itself has remounced apy claim fo)
shambles already while the ink is not yet dry on SIATO protection. Furthermore, in the Declaration
that massive 40,000-word Presidential message her- of the Neutrality of Laos in July 1962, the United
. alding a new direction for U.S. foreign policy. States and the other. powers involved said that they
Word that has leaked out about U.S. participa: iwould “rqspcct t!‘e-WiSh of the Kingdom of Laos not'é
_tion in the fighting in Laos tells an alarming story of ?to recognlze the p.ro‘tgactiown of !ﬂly alliance or mill-?
. our increasing role in that country’s affairs, Sunday tary coa.h.tiOn i“c‘“‘“‘?g SEATO.” - - 3
, it was disclosed that an American helicopter pilot; The new N.ixon Doctrine calls for a reduced role*j-'-‘
had been killed by sniper fire while ferrying sup- :for United States forces in Asia consistent with:
plies to beleaguered Laotian government forces on keeping our treaty commiitments. Still we have no’
.the Plain of Jard. The pilot’s death was the first \treaty commitments with Laos but our military role'
" reported American casualty in that baitle and there ;’there increasecs with each bassing day. Even if {he ‘
'may have been more that we have not been told; Administration refuses to confirm it Congress
about, ' knows full well that American military advisers are’
atlalrea,dy in the field with Laotian_military units,
e;'.[‘hat is precisely how the Vietnam involvement be- .

¥
N

: There can be no argument over the fact th
' U.8. involvement in Laos has increased in recen
" weeks. There was the report of the evacuation of i 881 -
18,000 peasants from the Plain of Jars by American:  Sooner or later President Nixon is going to.have "
“trucks and aircraft. Then U.S. bombing raids from |to come clean on what the United States is doing in
.Thailand and South Vietnam and from the 7th Fleet Laos, Unless he is willing to cut off all ties with that
.afloat in the China Sca were stepped up. And the conflict the American people cannot be blamed if
.increased combat operations are being led by Lao- - they do not take seriously the President’s promise
/nn Gencral Van Pao, who according to reliable’ to lower U.8, involvement in the affairs of others '

‘news accounts, leads a collection of Meo tribesmen around the world. Another credibility gap in the

B /7 .
T ksl A it e b e i ikiiiin 2N M a1

‘supplied by the American£TA. On Monday of this: White House appears in the making,
week the Defense Department Tevealed that at least. . .0 - : :
33 U.S. airmen were reporfed missing over La,os;
‘since early -December while a Communist Pathet
Lao representative in Vientiane said he had re-!
ceived an updated list of 191 names of American'
flyers reported missing in the couniry by the Penta- |
gon. : ' '

How can President Nixon jus'tif_v ihese various !
actions by Americans? Under what authority are:
U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy planes flown by!
American pilots bombing the Plain of Jars which is |
hundreds of miles from the Ho Chi Minh Trail and !
has nothing to do with the war in Vietnam? By what
right has the CIA to join in the conduct of a full«: \/
blown ‘war? What legal authority does the WU.S.‘ .
claim to allow our participation even in the smallest
way in the Laotian war? e

i
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r/wxs,E WORDS O A GREAT And them thero 1s tho “seeret war” n ‘In ‘other words, another ¥orea whore ele- ;

AMERICAN

: Mr. YOUNG of Ohijo. Mr. President,
“John 8, Knight, editor and publisher of
the Akron Bcacon Journal and the Mi-

Laos. We have printed the facls on Laos
which Include U.S. alr asupport, bombing
of tho Io Chi Minh trall which travels
through Lnos, U.8, tectical air support for
the Lnotlan forces, U.8. advisers running

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 . CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700060001-0

ments of U.8, combat troops have remained
for 20 years. The SBouth Vietnam situation
18 influltely more complicated than Horea
where an armistice of sorts does exlst and
the South Koreans as fighting men ar¢ far

st Jlerald, is one of the Natlon's most’
distinguished  journalists. Also, he has
beeny one of the most consistent crities

100 Amerlcan pliots on Laotian mlssions Let Vietnam drag on Interminably and

the Lootian army and tho lous of ab len&:\/nwﬂm' to the South Vietnamose.
conducted by the Central Intelligencey/ public patience will wear thin, This would

) v ) X . . Apgency, apell trouble for Nixon in view of his forth- -
3{33}30‘:}1 v?&;ﬁmﬁ? téfi%}}ﬁ&‘"ﬁﬁ?ﬁé' tége We think it high tlmo tho administratfon * right pledgo "to end this war in a way that - '«'es.,'
Tohntison administration ("Llld now during camo clean and told the truth about Laos, would increase our chances to win true and
. § g " k ‘an arcn fraught with the samo perlls ns lasting peace . . . If I Iall to do 60 I expect
thie Nixon adninistration. Vietnam in the cacly 1060's, _the Americon people to hold me account- -

“Tn a recent column that appeared in
the Miami Herald and other Knight
newspapers entitled “Too Kind to Nixon?
Well, That Depends,” John 3. Knight re-
sponded to criticism that he was “going
a little easier on the Nixon administra-

" tion than is deserving.” In that column
he clearly and conecisely pointed out the .
futility of our involvement it Vietnam

~and the danger of that war dragging on
“indefinitely and expanding. -
" Mr. President, I believe that this col-
©umn should be read by as many citizens
- a8 possible, and therefore ask unanimous
- gonsent that it be printed in the Recorp.
There being no objection, the editorial .
* was ordered to be printed in the Recorp,

On the Ughter sldo, the Nixon-Agnew onti- = ablot’ . ..
mecdin kick was incomprehonsible, Mr, Nix- .. As to whether T have been. “enrler on ‘
on's nomo s included sinco the Vicoe Presi= . Nixon than 18 desorving® or "too critical” an
. tdent wouldn't oven think of playing in the  some readers see it, tho endoavor has heen
Bob Hope Ciolf Classle without White Housge |, to deal fairly and objectively with an admin- . .
approval . : {stration not long in power and &till facing .

Spiro Agnew succeeded in shaking the net~ - its most crucial tests. e
work presldents and he offended some overly whenever thoughts of disenchantment
pensitive editors and commentators. But for -, bopin to smoulder, I think of what might
. what purpose? have been and the combustive processes come

Tho Vice President is so elated over his . down to cool,

oratorical successes that he is now scorching
the "Umousine lHbernls” and findlng “the Mr, YOUNG of Ohio. Mr. President,
“old llons and wolves of. the Democratic party  John S, Knight points out how President
boing replaced by tabby cats and lap dogs” ~ Nixon has failed to use the Parls pcoce
This is good parbisen stuf and tho crowds t5lks as an effective forum for ending
love it. What contribution it all makes to  the Vietnham war. While the peace talks
.nattolnul unity or solution of the natlon’s  ysve come to o complete standstill, young
as follows: pressing problems somehow escapes us. Americans daily continue to fight and
Too Kinp To NixoN? WEeLL, THAT DereEnps - m}(g: ‘J&tlfsgﬂ g:;"g? b;oolguzl;ﬂ‘:ﬁ;nﬂ;ft;ﬁz;{ die in that little faraway country of no
" A distingulshed professor of hlstory has o &l _strategic or economic importance what-
ever to the defense of the United States.

giving approval to the way he is handling
©.7 been kiud enough to offer some commenda~  hig job, 4 rise of 7 points over his iowest
. tion of JEI's Notebook. ’ , . rating last year. . He relterates his disappointment that
With tho death of Ralph McGill," he As the most politically sensitive President  President Nixon appointed Henry Cabob -
writes, “the number of apggressive editors gince Franklin D. Reoosevelt, the mrn in the, to succeed Avercll Harriman as
diminished Il 1 : Lodge to suc
_diminlshed and I liope you will continue  wyte Housa has checkmated the Demo- our chief negotintor at Paris. Averell
-your work. Howover, T hnva folt that you crots on every move. " Harriman is o great American diplomat
© - were polng a llttle oasier on the Nixon wd- Ho I8 given crodit for doing his utmest to.| Ly ded in achicving the Limited
s ml‘;t?tmfdon than 18 deserving, - eurb inflation, getilng tough on poliution, wio sugcee . 1 o ¢ 'fti e Sovi l:"
B ell, sir, people differ about that. Many ' yuring roform of an unworkabls welfare Iucicos Test Ban Treaty with the Sovie
. Republlcans, and especlully thoso who rond puniem and planning an orderly withdrawsl - Union which his predecessors under pre-
this calumn In the Miaml Herald, appear to . 'vious American Presidents had failed to

: “from Vietnam,
- think that any eriticism of Presldent Nixon | - i
‘15 tADtAMOUNL to Lrenson. Nixon has his political opposition in com- . pccomplish, Even though Henry Cobot

w , \ plete: disarray, In commenting on the resig- Lodge was his longtime friend, Mr.

mz;l}'edm‘t’ft’;c;“gglwﬁ fq?;-o;“nrn 'Dtl;, ﬂgﬂims"' nation of Democartic Notional Ohalrman . prnisht strongly believed the President

. of people who over’sisx,n. Lf gt‘.hu lsg o )nba Fred R. Horrs, Columnist Mary MeGrory - pqqq g had appointment if for no other
‘autonmt\cnlly rejeetin pm'f view ;1‘3: h{ suys that 'no pmbitlous young man would . reason than that Henry Cabot Loodge on ’
 eoeonLnCS Wit ol %wn y “woent to linger in tho Democratic Nationol g 4 tated that b Fap

i . . ) - Committco which cnn senrcely pay its tele- .. 5everal occaslons has stated that he at-

Ag an orlginal member of thoe "Glve Nixon fectionately regarded Vice President Ky

B " ~ phone billa nand s reduced to putting on
; [Bvery Chance” club, ¥ ;‘;“'fhg‘gffp‘fj;mog“;g;'. vaudeville shows because, thatiks to John- . as & son. This flamboyant air morshal

Lo son, the Vietnam wor and the Chicago con- - who has stated that Hitler was his hero,
: p‘};‘;}gﬁ"‘gﬁ‘:ﬁ‘;;‘;&:ﬁf;&“e Hubert Humphroy - YOHON, there 1s nothing its orators can  fought apainst his own fellow country-
. charged that Nlxon's veto of the Henlth, B snely mlek “;’011“3' ) ; Mary Mo TCD sceking national libcration from the
- ucation and Welfare bill was a victory won Gr(‘;;nsnygnf‘&xbbigél\:f?;é ’:' u‘:i w o;:;gds X‘:; French. That Lodge had stated that Ky
" “at the expenso of Amerlca's children and 400104 on the Democratic party durlng his . Was like a son to him is a fact that is well
- ‘?;‘fhfifg{c'h (I,, %E;‘:,‘i‘; t,‘:" olegation “pure -guo yonry In the presidency.” . - -known to representatives of North Viet-
Ot thore maa hane ng"‘;fésmnc about - .. 50 Dick Nixon who made it to the White - 12 and of the National Liberation .
"'\ disagreeing with the President on ymﬂttors " Housg the hard way 18 sitting pretty over on - Front and was a roadbloek toward any - .
" where—at least In one man's opinion—he Key Blscoyne, Given a little better weather, . possible ecflectiveness of Lodge as a
has been wrong, ) he v\rrmght ovr;nfbecot:;n% exubcrm:tl:. ) . negotiator. . . :
- " . ' ) » ¢ cannot forget, however, that the peo~ il .
: uch 1;;’\00»:;;;2 t,mrkg(? :’w‘:: :)vlllm tlynlefsolcctlﬁxl of : hle and tho polls are fickle, One Inonth's - John‘x‘ Kx?ight n'!so criticizes the so0
; ; wodpe o r ohlef negotlotor it h palled “secret war” in Laos and the very
abk tho Paris ponce talks, Cabot Lodge, o @ PP use enn becomo next month's disnstor,
longtime friend, wns too 'closoly asnocinted ‘tho Vietnam war s not ending, s wo 100l danmer of our escalating the unde-
: with the Snlgon 'rerlme to offor any hopo thag  JM0DY persons choose to belleve, clared war we are waging at the present
_- 7" ne nnd Hanof could ever agree on anything, High interest rates are drylng up expan- time in that small undeveloped country
- Other than the shape of the penco tabio, Blon caplinl. Without the benefit of prest- * that is not worth the life of a single *
7 that s, . ' dentlal jawboning on wages and prices, the - young American. )
Subsoquent columns expressed objections - °°50 Of living indloes contintia to rise. In his column Editor and Publisher

E " Whether inflation can ever be checkod
to o pala Inauguration since a nation at war ) . : -
should proctics nustority; to the doubling of without crediy and wago and price controls  Fanight states the danger that U.S. com

Pres " 18 at best a dublous prospect. . . < bat troops may remain in Vietnam for
i P D e neling CHitios * ~ Other than infintlon, the Vietnam war js''~Many years to come, Reducing the troop
o We have boe lod b’ Nixon® 7. President Nixon's gravest problem. Defense level in Vietnam .to 350,000 or 250,000
o0t actantanes of tha Sahebren disteppar- - Becrotary Melvin R. Lalrd promises “steady, -men is not what Americans had in mind
“our sacred commitments® in Vietnam and withdrawals" beyond the 260,000 level once - when they elected Richard Nixon {o end

: advocated by his predecessor Clark Clifford. T y
tho contradictions in the President's Guam ., . the war,
and Bangkok pledges, But Mr. Laird qualifies his optimism by

: conceding that U.8. combat troops will re-
Nixon sald at Guam that the United s 3 I re

main in Vietnam after Amervican forces have
Hintes would avold future Vietnams, But at  given up primary combat reaponsibility in’
Bangkok ho gave assurancoe that wo will

the war, Thoy will remalin, ho said, to pro-’
stand  proudiy with Thalland, Lven. tho - toot Amerlean support troops left jn Viet«
- Astons found this confusing. S

- nam to _ho’lp_thvo .Bouth Vietnameose,, - .-

T AW 5% g R e a b e T

. 'Mr, President, John 8. Knlght deserves
the gratitude of all Americans for his
keen uaderstanding of the Issues in-
volved in Vietnam and for his cditorial
ciforts to help bring about an end W our '
;. involvement in tho Victnanmy guagmire.
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The Secret War-lln Laos .

" to tell the American people what

LFRISTON, IDAIO
TRIBUNE

.....

FER 241978

The Nixon administration’s refusal

their armed forces -are doing in Laos
may turn out to be a disastrous mis-

. take — politically disastrous, that is,
-~ for the President.

" troops have been operating in support

Reports have been circulating for.

some months that American combat

of t h e royal Laotian government
_against Laotian insurgents and North
Vietnamese. The administration has
denied -every such report. It is well
known that a number of American

- “advisors” are serving with the Lao-

tian armed forces but the number -

and the nature of their duties have
been kept secret from the American
people.” American pilots are flying
bombing missions for the Laotian

. government -and American mercen-

arieg employed by companies under

. contract to the Central Intelligence

Ageﬁ-cy;;ar.e.‘flying troop support mis-

~ sions in Laos. (An American helicop- .
' ter pilot engaged in this work was:
‘ shot down and killed over the Plain’
- of Jars Sunday.) All the signs point
' {0 an increasing involvement by the

American armed forces in Laos and
- yet the administration refuses to of-
" fer the American people-more than a
i simple denial. .

i Even the powerful Senate Foreign
' Relations Committee has been un-
" able to jar the information loose. One
. of its subcommittees took tesiimony
* last October on the extent and nature
i, of American miliary involvement in
{ Laos. The testimony was taken be-

‘ hind closed doors and the State De-
. partment has refused to allow the

‘ktranscript to be made public without

- i

e R i e R A LTI I 312 ool
O RS A A AN S 1% B (Y BT
: LR SRR

. . PN v yvpep s ——
o

such heavy censoring that it would be
worse than useless. The struggle be-
tween Sen. Stuart Symington, the sub-
committee chairman, and the State !
Department over release of the trans- :
cript ' continues to this' day. Mean- :
while it has becomie clear as a result’
of -recent fighting on the Plain of Jars
that Americans are deeply involved .
in that war, but to what extent we ;
are still hot allowed to know. Ameri- :
can reporters were not allowed to visit |
the Plain of Jars last week, the ex- .

et

_cuse of theGIA being that it did not |

have enough airplanes available to:
carry them there. s

By pursuing this secret war, the;«1
administration is following a danger-
ous course. If the Laotian adventure ;
gets out of control, as did the adven-

ture in Vietnam, the wrath of a people |

- who have been sent down into t h e}

swamp blindfolded is likely to destroy |
the administration. Even if the Presi-
dent can avoid a deadly escalation of :
the American presence in Laos, its-
true extent is bound to become known

eventudlly. The governments of
China, the Soviet Union, North Viet-

‘nam and Thailand presumably know ;

all about it now. And when it becomes

‘known the President is likely to’ be-.

come the target of deep and wide-,

~ spread resentment.

T h e present secrecy is doubly
damaging because it makes the Presi--

" dent look like a charlatan. Only last’
. December, in a news conference, he'

said that as far as he was concerned, '
“the people of the United States are:
entitled to know everything that they’
possibly can with regard to any in-'
volvement of th e United States
abroad.” — L. H. RS B
} e ety “I‘i’..~—:,;."1;
n SR R ah . i et Wi Ao
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s‘t}
- wﬁd As*m

© Vietnamese troops on the ! measures to put an end 46!
Plain of Jar's appavently | the U.S. hombings in 4G
. are continuing  thelr ad-:

R'-"'VI

@a"ﬂ M‘y lown m.

f. NTEE 'BY JACK POIS]E

\ o . Timos Staft rriter

VIM\'T] ANE '— North'{

vance and rmhtm) sour-

ces here expect an attack |

Me TN

R S S TR
':‘Y\ﬁ‘
1‘f§.[l ‘l\' 1 In- ] e

La@@

. Lie, ci’ficacmus and nrgenb)"'f of » somei ‘American aid
i ttiobts fo Gen, Vang Pao's
co’. tribesmen. Vang
Pag's army, reputedly:
about . 18,000 - strong, is!

(Hanoi's Vietnam Naws.
Agency, in a bloadcast
monitored in Tokyo, ‘saitly

" soon on Muong Suol, a key . Phoumi Vongvichit, Seore. “his fellow mountain men;,

town at the western end of 4
the plain. .

Communist forces were
probing l.ao govermment
positions at the ap-

proaches to the cily, 3

tuated on strategic Route’.,
7, which cuts across Laos’
from North Vietnam”

" through the Plain of Jars, .

“Prabang,: 45. miles northe,

Also at Muong Suoi is an

Tajrstripused by the b

; government as a hase fov |
its T-28 bomber strikes
tagainst North V) Mnames»

_troops on the plain, - '
. The Cowmunists took |-
‘and briefly held Muong |
.Suoi cight months: ago to
mark the most, \xestem
~advance of their. 1969 of-
fensive, . -

Farther West: ,' L3

There is speculation thay !
. the North Vietnamese ar-';

Cmy may try to push farth- :
er west thig jear, possibly ;
posing & - ‘threat - té' the.
" royal Lao city of Luang

- “west of Muong Suoi. -

The increased use of

- American hombers. in sup-

- port of Laos government

" ground .troops: does not |

" Uappear to have significant-

“ly affected the’ North Viet- i

-namese advance across the
‘Plain of; Jars mxhtaxy
FOUNCES $aY..

They note that, in con*
trast to past years; Jhe!
spealhead forces appear Lo
ihe composed entirely of
‘North Vietnamese almy
regulars, undoubtedly ma-
ny with Vletnam war ex-'
perlence.

In past years, ] Pathet Laow
units were part of the:
Communist striking forces

(The Associated Press.

lxcpmtcd that - the - Pathet ,‘

Lao had demandéd , thati:
Britain and the Soviet
Tnion, co-chairmen of the
(Geneva conference on
Laocs, lake "meost enerdge.
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| KPL)

.l _concern’ that! Muiopgh e

“tary general of the Centraly g force has borne .
\ Commiliee ‘of. the Pathet ::: 1:1*1111111.'

1'Liao's  Laotianw Patuotml,ff ki

| Tront, made. the demand |- 87 ings:

lin an.ur ent. mesgage::.
X B gt ] "outlying posilions, defend-

Urgcnt '\Icssage .
(The message  sajid . {he !* '\uznrr Lom, 'a small posi-]

Umt(d States. had “been ! tion at the head of a’valley "
adwnturous%y bnmbm,gL leading - to, Muong. “Buoi. + -

Hhe' Plain of Jars ﬁmcc‘ The enemy was esumated

e i at 150 men and. ‘did not-
ush the attack when met ;‘
y, rifle and” machine-g\m. _

"Hn, I\mm 4\dm1n1\-;
tmtmn has reached-a high, !
i degree of barbarity! with.
s pmnﬂdﬂated usaol B+
‘32 for inten.,e Dight
‘bombings with a view.to’
Texterminating - thé wloml.,’
“population,” 'iald ‘the iness’

- sage, -distributed ' by the:.
Pathet . Lao news aguu.y..

l fne from . the outnost.

The fn at end

might be attacked ‘wi§ :
arrival in Vientlane of a&s
planeload of familiess 0[ s
i prominent Lao offlclals m‘ o

: Muong Sueoi, .- -

it Muong Suoi ‘s gam-

8 soned *mainly by.ihe. so-
+ ealled third force in Taos;, '

"neutralist® soldiers. Their
i Jeaders support Prime Mi~
nister Souvanna Phouma.

When Muong Suol. fell
Jast Juneg;. its defenders
tyalso’ included Thaf merce- - .~
o+ nary tmop,s *hired and e
; (hrm,ted by the American - /

. CIA,  althouglt. - this has

ever been admitted offie L

I
Jrelally. "Whether mercena-

| ry tuonps are back again in’ -

1 Muong Suol is not known,
.The American Embassy,
‘here whose officials have
complete “authority. over

‘rﬂvirtually ;all’ afreraft . in.

. Taos, has. xefuscd 10" aI-,
Jow Amerxcan repor tels to
chartcr commewxal an'-‘
. craft'to fly to Muong Suol.
ITowcever; tha: embassy’ .
11:\:; aunthovized for today a
h.\ntcxed flight 1o Sam
i hon{; south of the Plain-
w0l «Jam and headquarters

STATOTHR____

‘made up almost entirely of

f the: cuuent ]

i, The - matit - altack rm‘

- ing . Muong Suoi” was at’
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¢ Last month, Senate Foreign Rela-
" tions Chalrman J. W. Fulbright de-
ctdecl to serve the nation by pasqmg

on, via the Congressional Réeord, a '

i dovish critic’'s suggestion that the
: “little war” in Laos. might balloon
i into a “huge, ugly war like Vietnam.”

Let's try to get that one in sensible

i perspective,

[ Laos does have the space for it.

;North and South Vietnam together -

“outdo it, but its 91,000 square miles

; make it nearly 50 per cent lar ger than
South Vietnam alone. (Laos is a bit

! smaller than Oregon.)

z Population is something else. By

{ present estimates, the combined total
of the two Vietnams is 38. million

More than half of these are hill
: people scattered all;
Laotian hills. B
Vietnam’s l‘ll“ tr

ontrast, South...:

s by

. ..otal.
Certainly the total fighting force in

;ike Cambodia must range between
A 750 ,000 and 2,000,000 men—inchud-
‘ng U.B. forces, South Vietnamese
-regulars and home units, the North
i Vietnamese and the Viet Cong.
¢ In northern Laos, where the ‘fight-
. ing for that countr

" hoth sides
- North Vxetna
' single umt.

Much of the Laot:an government’s
~ “fighting force” is that in name only,
¢ though sources say some units are
: ‘mproved. ‘The same goes for the
"Red Pathet Lao, who have been di-

~are today largely relegated to sec-
"“nndary, noncombat roles by the fight.
‘ ing North Vietnamese regulars.

~ica’s “secret war” in Laos make

- military advisers in civilian dress
- (most not now members of U.S.
*-armed forces), helicopters and. their

o -

: pilots, planes and their pilots—with .

' the aireraft nsed for evervthing fram

“Approved For Release 2007/10/23 :

oeople. Laos has just 2.8 million...
sover the. tangled -

~thoggh they‘:-: not gone. on in one degree or another 4

cent of the 18 m,lflmnqpopulatlon +

' Vietham or adjacent backup areas -

-ls‘ centered, 1t' 0

igge bS] ":V:etnam by 1965. ‘Nor is there any

" rected from the start by Hanoi and -

Critics who like to talk of Amers .

much of the presence of CIA agents, :

-

to droppmg relief supphes to vefus
gccq (some 600 000 are reportedly on
the move).

Well, the scale of this actxvxty is
up some, it is known for sure. Butas |
a phenomenon it goes back to 1934.

" Most' ' of ‘th'e “time since. then, the

United States has been training, pay-’

" ing, advising and e,'vq‘n_directing in
combat the non-Red, Lotian forces.

The critics say we dre “running the J

' Most likely, yes. But one way .

or another we have been doing it for !

a long time.. The only difference to- |
day is some advance in the number

of U.S. personnel involved (guessed
at 2,150), and some change in the .
scale and character of their activities. -

Our government will not talk about -

. these particular things, and the critics ;

who have intended to be boldest in 7

“their chargea reveal nothing that has

e b B S e,

“for years,
' By the time Lyndon Johnson opted
for a b1g U:S. military role in Viets
nam in 1965, we already had 23,300
aclv:sers, helicopter units and others
in that country; The first of some 50
. U.S. Special Forces camps was set up |
in the highlands in 1961, with some’
Américans leading the fighting as well
as training the famous “Montag- ;
nards.” '
- There is no sign (indeed, much,‘y
: prlvate official assurance to the cone -
trary) that we are going to,enlarge;;:;
+ advisory role on the scale reached - °

i
e A e+ S

automatic - compulsion to introduce
', big ground force elements even if we -
do still. more than now.
- From 1965 through 1968, we . flew

_ some 360,000 sorties (often in mission
groups) over North Vietnam, using.
fighter-bombers” and a surprisingly
few B-52s. The yearly sortie average
was 90,000. The bomb’tonnage drop»
ped was immense.

We note the conceded stepup in
. Laos in 1968-70. But given the limit-
ing factors of weather, haze, sporadic
seasonal combat, small population, the
rugged terrain in Southeast Asia’s
least-developed nation, the focus on-

the Ho trail, our air combat in Laos
iz haind hadly micesnvasaaiad ke

'CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0
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0, S, CVILIAN |
PILOT HILLED I
 LAGTIAN FIgHT

Hit by Sniper’s Bullet
"~ in Plain of Jars

" VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb. 92  Military and diplomatic sourc-
(M -- An American helicopter g:oghgh:al\”:g%ccess.dtot }:-eé)o:hts : ‘
;pilot has been killed by sniper i ion said that the
‘fire while ferrying supplies to 50-mile by 20-mile plain was ' STATOTHR
Laotian government forces on under firm North Y:etnamese|
the Plain of Jars, the United ,€0ntrol. o
‘States embassy reported today, ' _ ' N. Viets Take Cover
A spokcsman jdentified the - Howevqr, Cpntll)ued air strikes
. \/ .pilot as J. C. Macrkl of Fort by American and royal Laotian \
Worth, who was flying for Air . air force plancs have forced
America, a commercial air line jthe North Vietnamese to take.
‘under contract to the Unitcdlcf"’el‘ during the day in the
‘States central intelligence ihills flanking the plain, the
,agency. ;soqrces said.
{ “Maerkl's death Thursday was _ Lhe defense of the region had
‘the first reported American been entrusted to 10,000 Meo
_casnalty in the battle which tribesmen guerrillas, command-
ended yesterday with a victory -€d by Gen. Vang Pao and fi-'
‘by North Vietnamese forces. nanced and trained by the

United States,
.Reports Are Sketchy Western military sources said

¢ Sketchy reports of the fight- that wi :
l.ing continued to trickle into thet’ ﬁ‘gﬁ& cc@itgto[}age;ge E}fglgé
;Vientiane today, more than 40 elect to altack Vang Pao’s
"hours after the reeapture of mountain fortress at Long |
the plain by the North Vietna- Cheng or the former neutralist
;. mese. . __town of Muong -Soul, which the .
The embassy said Maerkl's enemy seized last'summer. and:

"H-34 helicopter had just lifted Jater relinquished, v+ - -. -
, off- after delivering supplies to " e
i the Meo forces defending Xieng '
i Khouang air field when sniper
- fire hit him. Lo »
. Maerkl was said to have been

killed instantly. His co-pilot,
. John Ford, took control of the
" helicopter and landed it at a
; government airstrip, United
- States spokesmen said.

s Account for 700

- Informed sources said that of
.the 1,500-man government de-
~fense force thal was overrun
» atthe strategic Xieng Khouang
vairstrip, 700 had been aceounted
for and another 700 were’ be-
- lieved to be wandering around
“in the hills on the edge of the
plain. There were no_indica-
tions of what happened to the
~.remaining 100 deienders.
No casualty figurcs have been
issued for either side, ‘'
Newsmen were unable to visit.
the battle zone, United States
. officials, who control air trans-
port to the region, claimed they
had no planes available to
transport newsmen. ' - .
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- Meanwhile, the U.S. Embassy
" livilian U.8. helicopter pilot was

B ‘while flying supplies to the be-

"5 Manrkl’s death was the first ve-

" iYattle for the plain, which the
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S ] ‘ - Staff Correspondent of Tix News S T '
: . Saigon, Feb. 22—11.8, warplanes today unleashed fresh raids aimed at stalling
any new C:ommumst push to spill out of:the conquered Plain of Jars.in Laos and parlay
| Red victories there into a fullblown offensive, oS :
Teliable sources raid  Yapk | : :
jets Hammered hoth North Viet- {
noracse and Pathet Lae troops *
inside the plain, 100 wmiles from 3’
Vientiane, and lashed Red supply -
movements along Route 7, which .
gkirts 1he -northwestern edge of !
Ahe plain, s e
- Hanol Specds Supplies
North Vietnam was pumping -
the. aidditional supplics into Laoa
through Barthelemy Pass in @
preparation for a ,possible new .
drive-to-the west. - . iy
= Phe town of Muong Soui, about
25 miles from Xieng Khouang,:
which was overrun yesterday by !
tank-supported North . Vietnams-
¢se® troops, could be the Reds'-
next tarpet. :

in . Vientiane ° repérted that. a.

Killed Thursday by sniper fire

Jengnered Laotian - government, .
iforces on the plain. SRR
HEE Under CIA Contract

“ An-cmbassy officlal said the
pilot, J.C. Maerkl of Fort Worth,
Mex., was flying for Air Ameries,
‘a commercial airline under, eon--
4ract to the U.8, Central Intelli-
‘gence Agency, ’ e

Pported Ameriean easualty in the
‘North Vietnamese seized &atur-

ey . :
+ The official said Maerkl waos?
"killed instantly as his helicopter: .
‘qns’ lifting off after having de~: ] :
Jivered &upplies to the Laotian: . 3 !
Ytrocps.  The _copilot, identified o :
“only ps John Ford, took aver the .
‘controls and landed the copter at
.n povernment airstrip. i T

[ X ey B . ’ v o Asseclated Press Raaiorhoto
'Eﬁls H‘(E"ﬁ' Reds I— Wounded Meo guerrilla’ walks toward military bpspital at Sam ?
‘Who Sprang Amhush hong, 35 miles southwest of Plain of Jars,

Falgon, Febi 22 (UPD)-—U.8.

‘Army lroops fanned out today bush last Friday, 'fbxlght a series

- nround Tom Ky city on the north- |of clashes in their sweep around
“ern coast, sceling Noith Viet- |Tam Ky, about 40 miles southeast
pamese and Viet Cong units that {of the pout city of Da Nang. At

infijeted - heavy ecasualties’ on |least 23 Communists were killed

“American forces in the nrca two |in the operation, mailitary spokes-

| davs ngo.

' yislon's 196th Brigade, the same | T
- unit, mauled fn s Commonisy ame | hedgorows, - bunkers :an

. o men anid, Tho brigade lost ot

roops from the Amerleal Di- [least two dend and 11 wounded.”
he Conmmunists ‘battled from

rpider

i A

T

héles, the same type of cover they'

that killed 14 Americans, wounded;
29 “others and  demolished. twe:
Sheridan tanks. U.S. losses in,
that battle were the heaviest ina|

|uingle action in six weeks, Founry

oma L s,

Communists were known to have
been kitled, spokesmen: said, i

Nl

FRNINY

S
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" Laos Units g
. Shift Defense
" to Plain Rim-

By RONALD ROSS
Minncapolis Tribune
Far East Correspondent

Vietnamese troops overran
the airfield at Xieng Khou-
ang, Laos, Saturday and
drove Laotian forces from
[ their last positions on  the
| Plain of Jars. :

The airficld and the jmnn-

held by a skeleton farce of
1,000 Meo hill tribe troops
| following the withdrawal of
the’ main body of .defenders
well before the final attack,
which began shortly before 1
a.m. yesterday.

United States military
sources in Vientiane, the Lao-
tian capital, estimate that 3,
000 to 4,000 North Vietnam-
ese troops were used in the
final assault on thg airfield.:

Royal Lao: government
forces led by the Meo Gen.
Vang Pco fell back to defen-
sive positions on the western

plain, a high plateau 100
miles northeast of Vientiane,

v, The withdrawal of Vang

Pao's force of 7,000 was or- i

"derly, U.S. informants said,
« “Vang Pao’s hcadquarters

at Long Chen is jn radio cons
tact with all units” ona ins.

formant said,. “This' was ndt

" - o WS et
4 out., - TS AT L
P-‘. .r. ,!'.' ; J'Hm‘-’; TS S et e
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|“bewildered.”.

VIENTIANE, Laos—North | Muong Soui, an airfield tg the |

{ diate arca around it had been “may be on the verge of a

.and southcastern rims of the

Later yesterday, however, .
a United States mission
that on the .
the “scene is
chaos, guys running all over
the plain,” :

Vang Pao’s troops airlifted
out of the northwestcrn cor-
ner of the plain and into
Sam Thong, the area head-
quarters for American aid ac-
tivities,  were described ' as |

. There were also lj,j‘é i‘e-f
ports that the soldiers at |

iwest of the plain, were “get-
i‘ting nervous” and “feeling
'that they soon may be " at-
‘tacked.” - -

'. ed in the attack.
' xspokesman said that he had -

‘F heard “reports

‘| Plain of Jars

idaw

Vang Pao’s army, known as
the “clandestine army,” has,

‘been a matter of some con-.

troversy in Washington, D.C.,;
where it was rovealed by U.S.,
Senate informants  last year:
that'it is virtually an instru-
ment of the Central Intellig-:
ence Agency (CIA). ‘

U.5. Army and special’
Forces advisers, many of
them veterans of the war in:
Vietnam, also are believed to.
be serving as advisers at
Vang Pao’s headquarters at
Long. Chen, a few miles’
southwest .of the Plain of
Jars. - :

The final assault’ on the

" A new element entered ‘the
 picture yesterday with a re-
: port that Air American pilots

\strike for higher pay.

l‘. Air 'America is the Central
.Intelligence
airline that conducts most of
the air operations in Laos—
dropping supplies to . the
Meos, inserting agents, etc.”.

. An informant in Vientian® ;
lsaig that negotiations with
the Air America pilots were-
continuing in Tokyo, Japan. |
He said that the American.

mission in Vientiane had been |-

Agency-funded\|[/

formants. in Vientiane said,
was led by a dozen or 50 Rus-
sinn-made PT76 tanks which
arc part of a larger force that
mo¥ed into Laos within the
pAst two weeks from North:

ietnam; - o
Final word of ‘the loss of
the airficld cama ghout 2:45

wm, yesterday when the

|| voice of a radio-operator who'

said he .had been wounded,
was heard requesting air
strikes on the airfield defend-=
ers’ command post and gm-
munition dump. . | .

_Both 'targets, Vientiane in-
formants said, were attacked

| .., Laos

Y assured, ‘however,
America would be fully oper-

|ational today and that the

1 strike was not expected to af<

fect current activities in Laos

|- at least not yet. ;

|
N

casualtics range from “some 1
to “may be heavy” " !

American mission ‘gources’
in Vientlane sald Inte yoster
day. that thoro have bean no
! Toports.. of .. any; i Amoricans,

thaéﬁ Air: }!}ﬁjﬁgMyggﬁ SR

Reports of Vang Pao,army A

by “spooky” DC3 aircraft -ﬂ"ﬂ

S —-— e e Y
being either killed or wound-|
' g

Xieng Khouang airfield, in- |

la small attack last Wednes-

ail in Vientiane say that they ex-

CIA-'RDP80-O1 601 R00070006dOO1 -0
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. : 1 - ~ 1
Y The royal Lantian governt:
{ment recently was given sev-’

teral of these aircraft by thes

United States and the Vienti-:
ane prime minister, Prince
Souvanna Phouma, who also,
serves as minister of defense,l
has requested more, %

North Vietnamese troops,
are expected to spend several;
days consolidating their posi-
tions around the airfield —:
which now is reported to bel
under aerial bombardment by:
Lao: T28 propeller-driven
bombers and American jets:
flown in from Thailand. .

The next Communist objec-
tives appear to be the airfield
at Muong Soui and the.towns
of Long Chen and Sam
Thong. .

All three: are expected to
come under rocket and mort-{
er attack very soon if such}
attacks have not already be-|
gun. :
The Vang Pao-CIA base at
Long Chen was the target of

day.

At that time a small group
of sappers attempted to get
on to the airstrip and de-
stroy the Lao T28s parked
there for the night.:
_Three of the North Viet-
namese sappers, two of them
wearing Lao army uniforms,
were killed. One Lao T28 was
destroyed by explosives.

U.. S. military informants

.pect that within the next two
‘to three wecks North Viet-
‘namese troops will have ac-
‘complished. most if not all
lof the objectives of the cur-
rent phase of their Plain of
Jars campalgn, Certainly,
these informants say, the
Souvanna Phouma govern-
ment is in no position to re-
take the plain, which to all
intents and purposcs now is

this dry season, Nor:canj
01-0

in North Vietnamese hands
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gon Daily News: 'the English-language

newspaper which supported him was

put out of business by Thieu and Ky.
No wonder a majority of the pcople of
South Vietnam are allned with and sup-
poriing the National Liberation Front,
or VC,

U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN LAOS

Mr. FULBRIGHT. Mr. President, our
fnvolvement in Laos continues to be hid-
den from the American people.

Although President Nixon has referred
to his 119-page report on “United States
Foreign Policy for the 1970's” as “the
most comprehensive statement on for-
eign and defense policy ever made-in this
country” it contains no mention what-
soever of Laos.

The newspapers of February 19 which
carried articles on President Nixon's re-
port also included a story about Amerl-
ean B-52' bombing the Plain des Jarres
inTLaos.

The American people should not be
treated In this manner. Once again, the
Prostdent bas falled to Inform the pub~
e abouf our activities in Laos. Once

_more the policy of secrecy is preventing

the publie from belng informed about a
war that i3 slowly but steadily cscrlating.

CONGRISSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

U.8. Alr Yorce bases in Thefland admit-
tedly are used 85 operational points for ralds
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos,

Thero have also been substantial reporta .
about U.S, persounel engaged in anti-guer-
rilla operations.

~'Won’t we ever learn?

The U.S. got involved in the tragedy thab
is Vietnam becausge of fallure to hold open
debates In Conpress on our involvement
there, and partly through entanglements
prought on by the operations of the CIA.

We cannot afford to let Linos and/or Thal-

land hecome Vietnam all over againl
REVOLUTION OF HOPE IN INDIA"J

Mr. EAGLETON. Mr. President, when,
in this age of megatons and megawaste,
technology produces some tangible and .
unmitigated human progress, we ought
to pause and savor it,

The “Green Revolution” which has oc-
curred during the last 3 years in India
and other developing nations appears to
be one of these rare and hopeful occur-
rences.
© And, while most of the credit goes to
the governments and people of the coun-
tries involved, Americans were there

when it happencd. We were there with
nearly two decades of economic assist-

. anece. We were there with food in times

A recent editorlal in the Parngould,.

Ark,, Daily Press opposes the “secrecy”
policy. The editorialist writes:

Won't we cver learn? -

The U8. got involved in the tragedy that

18 Vietmam because of failure to lhiold open

dobates In Congress on our involvement there,
and partly through entenglements brought
on by the operations of the CIA, :

We cannot afford to let Laos and/or-‘

Thailand hecome Vietnam all over
again, '
Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-

of scarcity. We were there with the un-
relenting work -of private organizations

» like the Rockefeller Foundation, the .

Ford Foundation, and many of our great
American universities, whose agrono- .
mists helped eause this revolution.

- On Pebruary €, the St. Louls Post Dis~
patch carried an editorial summarizing -

- this historic event, and I ask unanimous..

consent that the editorial be printed in.
the ReCORD, ‘

There being no cbjectlon,'the edltorial :

" was ordered to be brinted in the RECORD,

.gent that the editorial from the Para-,

" pould Daily Press of February 4, 1870,

be printed in the Recorm,
There being no objection, the editorlal

_'was ordered to he printed In the Rec-

ORD, as follows:
No BECRETS .

U.5. military involvement in Laos and Thal«

land. -

Weok before 1ast, more than s month ldter, .

‘8 heavily-censored report of that mecting
was released. It told us Hitle about the ex- .

tent of our involvement, and nothing about’

our casualties,
gen. J. W, Fulbright, chairman of the For-

' ‘eign Relations Committee, dld have & stato=

ment in the published excerpts—that “this is
escalating into & major operation.”

Fulbright’s comment should be enough to -

gcare anyone, even the hawks, Concerned
senators pushed through an appropriations

bill amendment to bar defense funds for U.8. -

ground combat troops in either Laos or Thale
land.
That, however, I5 little comfort.
Tveryone seems to know there 1s o sirong
U.8. “military presénce” in Laos and Thal-
land. Anyone, st least who watches Bob

- government but the rest of the world.” The

. roll P, Btreeter, for many years editor of the
Farm Journal, who found that while India’s -

Sope's annual Christmas show. In the 1969 °

version Hope, you wiil rocall, commented on
the “highly secrot” mission of soms unite.

Many published reporis, too, have told of
U.8. air operations in support of Laotian
troops. “Private” alrlines, financed from CIA
funds, reportedly supply arms, ammunition,
»ud food to Royal Isaotian troops, ,

R

as follows:
) REVOLUTION OF Hore IN INDIA

“wWithout much fanfare except In the tech- ’
nical journals, a revolution of vast conse- .
quences has been occurring in India. For

. once 1t 1s peaceful and constructive, and it

has certain counterparts throughout Aslia. ”

. o "It 1s a revolution In the production of food -
Just befors thelr Chrigtmes break, the U.8. -
_ Senate held @ secret session bo talk alout .

grains which has brought India from the -
brink of starvation to a polint of relative
abundance in a few short years, and which -

.has in the process revealed new facets of the

Indian character,

As a detailed report of the Rockefeller
Poundation makes clear, Indian subsistence .
farmers were supported to be “too sluggish,
too unintelligent, too tradition-bound’ to
use new technologies even if handed them.,
But given something better to work with,
these farmers “amazed not only their, own |

speed with which they reacted, says the re- -
port, has never been duplicated on an equal
senle anhywhers else, including the agricul-
turally sophisticated United States.

The perceptive report was wiltten by Car«-:

approsch to self-sufliciency In food is of key
significance, “The real revolution is the one .
thet has happened, not to ferming but to
farmers—tha revolution of hops. It has
meant a now concept of sell, in which the
farmor can bolisve ho moy fuifill hie destiny -
a8 & Uberated humon being.”

In the caso of one crop wheat Mr. Btreeter .
notes that the seasons of 19656-06 and 190667 |
saw the worst drouths in 40 years forcing

. Indla to import. 10 million ‘to_m to avert

- payers
. changes in the tax law which will be of
- particular benefits to them. This memo-
_ rendum presents the information in a

February 20, 1970

hunger and In some Instances starvation, Yet
today the Indus and CGangetle plains of
northern Indla and of neighboring West Pak-
istan "are one vost carpet of beautiful
whent—short  stiff-strawed thick In stand
85 lcvel as though just mowed, heavy with

" big heads loaded with plump kernels . . .

nothing less than miraculous.”

The miracle was wrought by sclentiats who
mixed wheat streing from varlous parts of
the world to fit Indlan growing conditions.
And they have made similar progress in rice,
corn, sorghum snd millets. The Indians, along
with wheat breeders in other countirics, are
working on a wheat-rye cross called *“triti~
cale,” the first man-made species of grain
with Iarge commercial potential ever created.

Mr. Strecter credits four developments for
the success of the revolution: New germ

. plasm which has pgiven Indian plant breed~

ers an shundance of material from which to

~breed moro productlve varietles of ceresl

grajng; sgricultural “inputs” such ag irrl-
gation water, fertilizer, pesticldes and farmer
credit; increased production of farm experts
by state agricultural universities, and gov-
ernment-set price foors.

Heaving depicted the miracle, Mr, Streeter
cautlons against too much optimism as to
the overall Indian economy, the reason heing
tho birth rate. India’s food supply ia gain-
ing at a rate of 4 per cont annually and has
the capability of going to & per cent; nbout
n million people o month are being added to
the population, which now Is estimated at
540,000,000,

What India has won Is an Important
breathing spell and & period of & few years—
perhaps as many &s 10—in which to slow
down the population growth while pushing
food production shead still faster. India
has made small progress with birthh con-

. 4rol, but mayhe, like the farmers and the liew
. technology, the Indlan people only need to

e persuaded of its vaiue. India cannot hope
for long-range self-sufficlency in food until
populetion growth is under control, and 1% is

. well that New Delhi is Intenstlying efforts

along that line.’ .

: TAX  RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY

"UNDER THE TAX REFORM ACT

Mr. WILLIAMS of New Jersey. Mr.
President, the Tax Reform Act of 1968, .
which was signed into law in December,
was a significant step forward in provid-
g more equitable tax treatment for
individual taxpayers.

"Several provisions in the new law, in-
cluding s number of proposals which I

“have advanced, will also provide urgently
" necded relief for elderly taxpayers. This
‘is especlally gratifying to me, slnce tax

relief for older Americans has been one
of my meajor concerns.

In December, the Senate Committee on
Aging, of which I am chalrman, prepared
‘o memorandum to assist clderly tax-
in understanding the recent

concise, readable fashion, end should be

. .very helpful to older persons.

. Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of this memorandum
be printed in the RECORD.
-~ There being no cblection, the memo-
randum was ordered to be printed in the
Reconp, as follows: .

Tax REFORM AND BOCIAL SECURILY

The Senate and the Ifouse of Representa- |
tives adopted o compromise conference report

. on the tax reform bill by overwholming votes

on December' 23, clearing the mensure for the .
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February 19, 1970

Blseayne, That was how the Nixon rdminig-
tration had come to treat the man it had
appointed to be Director of the Office for
Civil Rights at HEW and who had thought
e was spenking for that administration in
his lobbying efforts against the Stennis pro-
posala. Mr, Panetta got the word more or
1e33 when everybody else did, And just a few
days Inter, he got another word: he was told
Lo et out,

Tho Ironies are ratlier stunning. In a lnw-
and-order administration (so-called), tho
Attorney General goes into court to iry to
get legal sanction for continued violation of

-1 the law on the part of severnl Mlississippl
" sehootl districts; the Supreme Court responds
with a sweeplng order for the offending dis-
iricts Lo "do It now"; the man (Mr, Panctta)
-who wns trylng to get such districts to go
nlong in the first place, is fired. What com-

. - pounds the irony is that without the Attor- ..

“mey General's ridiculous and ill-fatcd effort
10 get his clients o little more time (they had
had 16 years) and without his astonishing

_ folture to perceive the probable response of

.+ the court, there would have been mo such

... . sudden or swecping order, The push.pul], -
<t plece-menl, bit-by-bit negotistion that Mr,

Panecttn and others were pursuing would
surely have spared the South its present
agony and had the virtue of according with
Clnw ns well, But Mr. Panetta has bocome o

*+ seapegoat for the misjudgment of othors in.

co the administration—and he, not they, has
“ ... pald the price.
- Walch what we do—thd Attorney General
. sald » while back on the subject of clvil
~ rights—not what we say, We will concedo
that his directive hns some merit: it is a
whole lot easier to watch the administra-
tion's actions these days than it 18 to keep
_ tabs on its whirlwind of issue-straddling,
2" 'contradictory statements. S0 we have beon
- watching what they do, They have lent their
- prestige to the effort to cireumvent the Bu~
< premo Court's ruling that the state may
*. not deliberntely segregate children on the
basis of their race, and ihiey have fired Leon
_ Panetin, because he wouldn's go slong, L

PRESIDENT NIXON'S WATER
CLEANUP PROGRAM SOUND

Mr. GRIFFIN., Mr. President, th
President has sald that the task of clean-
. ing up our environment calls for & total
207 mobilization by all of us If we are to

- gucceed in restoring the kind of environ-
- ment we want for ourselves and that our
" future generations deserve to inherit,
: While many aspeets of returning to a
. clean environment will take ycars to
" achieve, today we have the technology

.. and the resources to procecd on & pro--

L gram of swift cleanup of pollution from
-~ the most acutely damaging sources:
“ munieipal and industrial wastes.
v Hince the Clean Waters Restoration
JLLA 0 Act of 1966 was passed, Federal appro-
.7 priations  for conatructing municipal
-7 greatment plants have totaled only about;
1 pne-third of congressional authoriza-
" tlons, Because of the congestion of mu~
nicipal bond markets, some municipali-
: ties
;- selling  issues for
© facilities.

waste treatment

If we are to make an effective assault

on cleaning up our dirty waters, the Ied-

. . eral Government must provide a means’
by which those municipalities that can- -

" not tap the municipal bond market on
reasonable terms can finance their share

of the cost. S
.. The President’s environmental mes~
sage to this Congress estimatc thet it

have cxperienced difficulties in .

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE ‘

will tako a total capital investment of
about $10 billion over a H-year period
to provide the municipal waste treat-
ment plants needed to meet our national
water quallty standards, This would pro-
vide every community that needs 16 with
sccondary waste treatment and also spe-
cinl additional treatment in areas of
special needs. :
The President has proposed a two-pard
program of Federal assistance: Clean
. Waters Act with $4 billion to be author-
fzed immediatcly in fiseal year 1971 to
cover the full Federal share of the total
$10 biilion cost on a matehing fund basis,
'This would be allocated at $1 billion a
‘years for the next 4 years, with s re-
assessment in 1973,

Creation of an Environmental Financ-
ing Authority, to insure that every mu-
nicipality eligible for Federal grants has
an opportunity to sell its waste treat-
ment plant construction bonds.

such that a qualified muniecipality can-
not secll a waste treatment plant con-
struetion issue on reasonable terms, EFA -
will buy it and will sell its own bonds on
the taxable market. The difference be~

tween the rate which EFFA must pay pri- -
. vate Investors and the rate it receives

from local governments on their securi-
ties will be made up by the Treasury De-.
. partment. However, the Government
would be able to recoup most, if not all,
of this differential through the toxes it .
will receive on interest on EFA bonds, -
" Consequently, construction of pollution
control facilities will not be delayed by

- a city’s inability to raise funds in its own |

name, but will depend rather on iis
- waste disposal needs as it should. )
. Mr. President, I am hopeful that both
- Houses of Congress will support this ap= .
- proach toward assuring adequate financ-
ing of sewage treatment facilities,

B

_-CONTRADICTS NIXON DOCTRINE °

Mr, CITURCH. Mr. President, fighting.
has resumed on the Plain of Jars in’
. Laos. . '

According to recent press rveports, .
that means that U8, involvement has
also increased. This involvement in-.
cludes—and I emphasize that I am only
quoting published accounts in reputable
“newspapers—flrst, the evacuation of
18,000 peasants from the Plain by truck
and nireraft; sccond, stepped up U.S.
bombing reids from bases in Thailand

and South Victnam and from the Tth
third,

" PFleet afloat in the China Sea;
gtepped up combat operations by Laotian
General Vang Pao who, according to
newspaper reports, leads n collection of
Meo tribesmen supplied by the CIA., i

What is the legal authority for these
operations? :

duct o full-blown war?

* American pllots, bombing the Plain of-
Jars which is hundreds of miles from
the Ho Chi Minh Trail and has nothing.
to do with the war in-Vietnam? - - "=

If conditions of the bond market are -

Under what authority are U.S. Alr’ u
Force and U.5. Navy planes, flown by '5Hd yestercay.

-

51979

There is & statutory basls for our sup-
port of local forces in Laos and Thailand,
bhut nowhere do I find authority for
American personnel to engage in combat
operations.

Indced, not the least of the paradoxes
of this curious war In Laos is that not
only is there no legal basis for it, theve
is affirmative legal prohibition apatnst it.

Not in Laos can the solemn obligations
of the SEATO Treaty be put forth as a

‘legal underpinning for an American war,

On the contrary, the Government of
Laos has itself renounced any claim to
SEATO protection, Further, in the Dee~
jaration of the Neutrality of Laos in July
1962, the United States and the other

"~ powers principally involved, said that

they would “respect the wish of the King-
dom of Laos not to recognize the protec-
tion of any alliance or military coalition,

Jncluding SEATO.”

Beyond this, the United States and the
other powers agreed, in the protocol to

Jthis declaration, that “the introduction
‘'of forcign regular and irregular troops,

foreign paramilitary formations and

foreign military personncl into Laos is

prohibited.” .
What sense does it make to say that
the North Vietnamese violaied the pro-

"tocol first and that we will not admit
. our violations if they do not admit thelrs?
‘How do you suppose this impresses the °
-wives and parents of the 150 Amevican |
afrmen estimated by the Pentagon o be

missing, captured, or dead?

- Finally, how does all of this square.
‘with the Nixon doctrine, which .calls for

a reduced role for U.8. forces in Asia
consistent with the keeping of our treaty

-~ commitments? In Laocs, wheve the United
States has no treaty commitments, we | -
are enlarging our mlilitary role—or at

- least so we are told by the press. :

It is time the American people heard

““the truth—and the whole truth—from "

THE AMERICAN ROLE_IN Lo ‘PEr Governmens

It is time, too, that the executive

- branch upheld its end of the Constitution .-
of the United States, conferring directly -

with the Clongress on matters of war and

. peace, Instead of making concealed end-,.

yuns around the legislative process. It is

the constitutional right of Congress to
-determine where and how public money

1 spent, which was the purpose of my

amendment to last year's military ap- . .
- propriation bill, prohibiting the use of
‘any U.8. money to introduce American
-ground combat troops Into either Lioos
‘or Thailand. o

Mr, President, I ask for unanimous
consent to have printed in the Recown
‘ab this point several reeent news stories
-commenting on our involvemaent in Laos. -+

“ There being no objectlon, the articles .

“were ordered fo be printed in the RECORD, ~

‘as follows: =~ - -

. . [From the Washington Post, Feb. 15, 1970]
Where, in the admittedly broad legis- "~
Jative authority for the CIA, is it eon-"
templated that that Agency may con-
-« g matter of a week' if the attackers Xeep up

© LaoSs AIE TEARS LOSS OF PLAIN SOON

" Laos may have to abandon its strategic
Plain of Jars to North Vietnamese forces “in

their pressure, o Laotian military spokesman

North Vietnamese troops have recently
captured nt least a dozen outposts centrol-
ling- access to the plain from the norilicast
and the Xieng Xhouang airfield was reported
undor now attack by six Hanol battallons.

S Dot

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001:0 -



O

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0

HUTCHINGON, KAN.
NEWS

D - 51,412

8 - 5“;?331 19 1970
i ] dnomzal

STATOTHR

Are We aE War n Laos" -

I "The reports from Laos. and the
. words in Washington dlifer widely. " -
I* So much so a.distirbing questlon

"+ This. is bablcally the tragedy of Vlet- ;

nam E A4
The: second threat is that mxhtary i

. comes: are we. clahdestinely moving 7 - commitments can lead to political *

:" toward war in Laos?"

©+ More bluntly: are we almady at
' war in Laos?

. 'The reports of U. 8. mvolvement

. come from U, §. newsmen and res

porters.of other countries; from rela-
tives of troops in.the area, and even’
. from such sources as the tmn'ing Bob
! Hope Christmas show. o

Reports now are commg from. Con- it

¢ gress, The Senate Foreign Relations:

" committee last weck obtained evi-
. dence which Sen. Albert Gore says . .
. :reveals our intervention in Laos has:

*been “secretly but greatly escalated.” -

. Another committce member, Sen. -

Stuart Symington, this week. demand-
« ed disclosure to the Senate of details'"
. on which the administration has been ;
* either mum, or less than candid,

v The threat to the American people-

*,is twofold. One is that the secret
‘moves of our gcwemment will pro- °

S

" ceed without adequate, or any, Cons’ '(

,i gmnsional debate - until it's too late.
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: cmnnntments and have. This is the’ ¥

- present danger. No’ one denies that,

.. the CIA and Air Force are providing | i

. Mmunitions, food, and other supphes

" Such military help can involve us in §
' all-out war.

Can we avold that" Perhaps,ﬂif we_ %
o

_iake some immediate steps:

1. Pull our own military forces out -

.‘ of Laos, including the Air Force, the 1
CIA-I'ured mercenaries and others.

2. Provide Congress full information’ ;

" and, through Oongress, tell the publxc *

what really is going on.
These actions might well mean that ;

" Laos would be taken over'by the Com-. %

- munist Pathet Lao. This would be a
. loss, :
But it woruld be far less Ioss ﬂlan 1

" ouwr divect intervention and another |
. futile, costly war, 10,000 miles away.

And at the lecast, the Amemcan peo- |
! .ple should have full awareness of the z
.odds before we' tumble ¢ into’ another :
bottomless pit, . . ...

/' ‘\ e

§ He
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"\ Copscquently, everyone
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have yet to be told by their i ‘
. govermnent  that their na- 1. fles, and was flown back to
~tion is militarily involved
jn Laos. American officials
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. From an article by Arnold .
- Abrams in the Far Eastem

Economic Review
{Hong Kong)

Vientiane, Laos. " ter, guarded

THE

still seck to conceal u.s.
violations of the 1962 Gen- i
eva Accord, which bars all
forms of foreign military .-
intervention in Laos., e

|
i

They contend that Ha-
noi’s refusal to concede the y\
presence of North Vietnam- "~
ese troops here makes it
diplomaticaily unfeasible
for the United States to act
‘otherwise. C

I
L.

i
{

L

in Vientiane, from the Rus- '~
_sian ambassador to the ma- o
‘masan of the legendary i
White Rose, knows what
‘the Americans are doing /;
here. But the American .
: public remains ignorant of .,

[y

N

© Mhe fact that their govern-'
~_vment is arming, training, .

i supplying, transporting and”’
-directing approxima_tely Yy
90,000 Laotian troops in a il

Awar which threatens to get ;- wdrfare” operations, They

tout of hand. :

¢ INSTEAD of setting the
“record at least partially i
7 straight, U.S. officials here |
.do things like -allowing
i Gen, Vang Pao to declare“ .
‘recently, before a’ sizable !/
contingent of visiting jour-
{ nalists, that his Meo forces
- fight with antiquated
weapons, inadequate com-

. . )
,munications and inconse-"i;

}quential American support. . K

1
"

"

As he was speaking, ‘! these forces on combat for- .. 3 !
ays. More than 20 agents "% 1

' American F4 Phantom jets ;i
“Ioared overhead, several .

Ametican observationvy
» planes were parked nearby "

American transport planes:i.

Pt
"'\J‘a.,/;f“"d three cargo-laden |
’

* Janded jn quick succession '’

v at his official Sam Thong R

. ER "p,lvﬁ’.tt-]“"'

i .kfaff:;hg; g e YA 054 i
b
ki

U.S. Plays a

"1 yecelved indirect
i tary support,
. calmly climbed into an un-
1" marked American helicop-

American people ¥ troops carrying American- 4
! made MI6 automatic ri-

his secret headquarters by
4 three-man
|_erew. :

!

thefollowing principal

ixtivities supervised by the .” ey Ajr Force officers.

THE SUM total of Amer-.

+ ence. -

+-wear combat fatigues and . ja05 are minuscule com-

“} The CIA also maintains

y

STATOTHR

et

AFTE i W .o don't approve of this -
e denymguhse. mrlc‘?\ kind of activity at'an," .Ful- 2
: ‘| pright said, sput if it is in

| the national interest to do

| this, it seems to me it

* ought to be done by regular

Vang Pao

by Laotian .
. U.8, Army forces and n'otﬁ
“-hy an intellipence-gather-
% ing agency.” He addcd that |
- the-National Security Act,
“)which created the CIA, i

. 1.y “never contemplated this
Vang Pao and official} . function” for the agency. 7}
verbiage notwithstanding, ;i - Cargo and military sup-:‘@i

American involvement int, plics — as well as person--!

‘the Laotian . conflict takes"t el — are ferried throu gh-t

American

forms: . ! . "
. - - and Continental Air Serv-:
In addition to 75 military | -\ jces, private charter firms |

advisers listed as embassy - under contract to the U S,

“attaches,” about 3 !

are omployed ilrlltaoss)arl;:;n ;- government. \They are bet-
ploy A, Y i fer known as the “CIA Air-3

of clandestine military .ac- .-."]ines » and most pilots are R

civilians, many CIA agents /..
in Laos are former Special/,
Forces soldiers recruited,
because of military exper-
tise and Vietnam experi-"

ican assistance here is reli-"
- ably estimated at between |
. $250 million and $300 mil-
'\ lion per year. Of that, only .
e N the technical ajd_budget —
THESE ex-Grecre Berets /about $60 million — Is

i . ., ‘made public. The rest, un-
train government troops, .'- disclos%d, goes almost en-"

assist wide-ranging recon- . " ¢ ?
naissance teams and plar i ,“'{’}?’;"g&’,‘éﬁ;‘,ﬁ'}’,&‘f‘;‘fﬁjﬁ;,’

guerrilla, and psychological .. tpat American money and
“manpower expenditures in

CIA. Although technically

L in}

out Laos by Air America’ -

S et

Heavy Military

e e e

‘ work tut of three main  n55.eq (o those in Vietnam.; .

B

camps, where they admin- ;- j o5¢ than 200 U.S. person- B

ister rigorous training in "ol . mostly airmen —.

junglewarfare, guerrilla .- ; : s
15, communications & Tve Doer e e by
andling and weaponry. . yolunteersmay not be

, . , ';;;. Jaudable, they say, but it
and 14178 controls Vang ' beats a big bloody one
Pao’s army of approximate- - draftees.

ly 15,000 full-time troops.” - : _

Official instructions to the i h PERHAPS, but what
contrary, CI1A personnel. .. appens when a little war
‘occasionally (

4

X huge, ugly ope like Vietel

have been killed in Laos. ™ A top embassy officlal in 3-
" Vientiane argues: “There is

LEARNING about these:. no chance of turning this
activitics prompted Sen. into another Vietnam. We
Fulbright to raise a key {. know the mistakes made in’j
question about the CIA's |' Vietham and we have no
rolo here: Since its function |, intention of tepeating
ostensibly is to gather in- ' them. Hanoi uhderstands
formation, why is this| our position here, We seck.
agency running a’war in.; no wider war.” K
LA0BY. 1ty v e e citievi, Does it sound familiar? |

by|

accompany _“ threatens to escalate intoa !
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B-52’s Reported Diverted to Support Laotian Forces

. . 1 . k:

A Vi , Feb,serves as the headquarters of|rest of the attacking squad ofairfield, which lasted fro_m dusk;
185( ;gﬁr_qfnsfgm&d 121;::::::}::1; Gen. Vang Pao, commander of|about a dozen men escaped. |until dawn, wers descnbed.as‘
ported today that B-52 bombing United States-supported Meo| The fighting at the Plaine des)“light.” . ;
raids in South Vietnam had|tribesmen. {Jarres  airfield,  sometimes| With most of the rest of the

) y : The attack, said to be the|called Xiengkhouang for the|plain fallen to the North Viet-
lt}gé%np].giletsdtﬁgrbisggggtugsm:]v&gg tirst on the?base in the Laotian{town of that name 14 miles|namese, one diplomatic source
the United States has, went War, was described as a com-|to the southeast, appears toltoday called the strategy dis-,
into action for the first time/mando raid. One United States have become a battle of at-turbingly reminiscent of Dien-
against North Vietnamese and observer plane was said to|irition around the last major|bienphu,” and said that the
Pathet Lao - troops threatenin have bheen destroyed. Laotian Government position ultimate success of the Lalm.xan-‘t
the Plaine des Jarres in Laosg Attack Is Minimized on the plain, with United States|American effort would depend

The United States Command ack Is Minimized |firepower pitted against Northjon how efficicntly United
refused 1o comment 6n the res|., L0E; , sources characterized|Vietnamese infantry, and the|States aircraft could evacuate
ot but its communiqués did the raid as “not scrious.” They|reinforced Laotian garrison act- the airfield, where most of the
got report any B-52 (t]rikes in said. that three North Vietnam-|ing as bait. o United States-supported troops

D y Doe S ese had been killed and one| Laotian Government casual-jand equipment are concen-

South Vietnam during the 36 :

Smaller American fighter-
lbombcrs were reported to have
lattacked North Vietnamese
forces around the Plaine des
Jarres on- Sunday. B-52's arc
lused frequently in Laos against
North Vietnamese supply de-
pots that feed troops and war
matériel. into. South Vietnam.
But this was the first report
of their use in direct support
of Laotian Government forces.

The Laotian forces captured
the Plaine des Jarres in the
summer and North Vietnamese

and ‘Pathet Lao forces opened : A
an offensive last -week to re- ‘ : - v
take the plain, a strategic trans- :

port hub. ;

- Laotian Air Base Attacked -
. Special to The New York Times : .
{ ~WIENTIANE, Laos, Feb, 18- : LY
iNorth Vietnamese supported by ) . :
tanks mounted their fourth , : )
imajor attack against the air-] - :

Ifield in the Plaine des Jarresf:
llast night. .
Laotian military authorities
said 36 North Vietnamese had
ibecn killed in the fighting and
one North Vietnamese lieuten-|: ' . v

‘ant had been captured.. The|. .

‘North Vietnamese officer was
flown to Vientiane today, :
* Reliable sources said Com- .
munist 'croo;is‘0 also attacked
last night at Longcheng, a Cen-|. ;
‘tral Intelligence “Agency ~base '

,southwest, of the plain  that}
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As We See It

.staccato prose that 400 American fighter- .
ibombers zeroed in on the Plain of Jars in

’eastern Laos, providing air support for the '

rbeleaguered Laotian Army.

l
Elhot down and its pxlot presumed killed.
;j; What the teletypes did not report, sup-

posedly because everyone knows it, is that"

ieach flight by an American pilot is one .
more violation of the 1962 Geneva Accorda. .
' This agresment, an attempt to restore the
“same kind of peace to Laos that Vietnam’
.was supposed to get after the 1954 Geneva ~

i

o

t

i

‘hibited from sendmg armeéd forces into
Laos

" Our answer. of course, is that North -

V:etnam has troops -in "Laos- supporting -

‘the Pathet Lao, the rebel army ’trymg to’
overthrow the official govemment in V1en—
txane

‘extension of the domino theory that got us

80 deeply and unwisely involved in Viet- -

mam. It is an answer that can satisfy only -
‘the Curtis LeMays of this world who want

ito bomb httle ,brown men “back to the >

stone age.”
For while we are trying to, Vletnamlze

Viatnam, we are in danger of Americaniz-

ing Laos. And the American people iare
not bemg told ‘how deeply we are involved

2k bad 5 wbiiticd .

- U.S. Es Dangerously Near

A New Vietnam in Laos

THE WIRE service teletypes report in '

One, a propeller- -driven Skyraider; was‘

- was secret, President Nixon has refused

.Accords, provides that Laos is to remain
ineutral and that foreign powers are pro- .

Sy L gy
. weed f .

PRNRSHI NG 7 TR

or how deeply the Presxdent is w:llmg to }
get us involved. We do not even know, ]
beyond the Geneva Accords, what ourn
“commitments” are, or what secret treatxes i
mxght have been negotiated.

Hi g ‘..&.. -..ﬂn.u..

A Senate subcommittee, in response toy

. public pressure, heard administration testi-;
_'mony on our involvement, but the hearing

_ to allow; anything' but a’mutilated tran-
.- seript to-be released. Sen. Stuart Syming~
~"ton, the subcommittee chairman, has re-
fused to release the mutilation because, he?
feels, it would mislead the public rather}
~‘than inform them. 3

We know, from the military reports,i
that American planes with American pilots..
.are fighting in Laos. 'We know that CIA :
‘agents are on hand, and assdrteaOTmer - i
© American “advisers.” ‘We don't know how i
many helicopter pilots are ferrying Lao-'
Ctian troops or how many Laotian soldiers”

. -are, in effect, being led by Amencan com- !
: -~ mander/advisers. J
.-'This is not an- answer, but merely an[‘,;

What we do know is that this is the w
‘we got involved in Vietnam-—in small
stages after small and secret comm1tments,
‘until we were involved in a big war’
‘through the tyranny of small decxsxons. 4

The President promised during ‘his cam- J

;

= 'paign that there would be “no more Viet-

' nams.” The people not only accepted him ¢
at his word, but since have made it clear
‘that’ they want out. Moving Vietnam next
door is not the way. to-do it .’

PR VRV OB S IR SR 21
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"By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Specinl fo The Siar
VIENTIANE - North Vict-
namese Jorces, spearheaded by
tanks, lannched new attacks on
the airstrip headquarters of Lao
government Gen. Vang Pao on
the Plain of Jars this morning,
but they were beaten back.
. Thirty-six North Vietnamese
- were killed and three tanks were
destroyed, according to military
sources here.
Hanoi’s infantry stormed the
. airfield perimeter ih.a dense
fog, and four tanks penetrated
- the field’s defenses. ‘

3 Tanks Destroyed

;. Three of the tanks fell into
‘newly dug anti-tank ditches
: around the airstrip and were de-
?groyed by point-blank cannon
fire, '
Government casuaitics were
described as light though neither
- U.8, or Lao airpower were able
- to intervene because of the bad
“weather. - '
(Reports out of Saigon indicat-
- ed, however,  that American
B52s were bombing elsewhere in
Laos “in an attempt to curb the
~ drive by the North Vietnamese
. and-Communist Pathet Lao.) -
- Air gunships, hqwever;‘ﬂlumi-
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Laos Forces Kill 36,4*#
Destroy 3 Hanoi Tanks|

" nated the battle with flares,

The action was the fourth Ha-
noi attempt to take the airstrip,
one of the few remaining posi-
tions in Lao government hands
alter Hanoi captured most of the
Plain of Jars in a scries of at-
tacks since Thursday. .

CIA Post Attacked

In an attack last night,"a
10-man North Vietnamese sap-

ons and using satchel charges
briefly overran Long Chien, the
U.S. and Lao government head-
quarters south of the plain run

_|by the U.S. Central Intelligence |

Agency. C -

One Ameridan Air . Force
planc, an O1E used for recon-
naissance purposes was broken

one Mco tribesmen sentry was
killed, .

of them dressed in Lao govern-
ment uniforms, also were killed.,

U.5. Air’ Force Skyraiders,
said to be based at Long Chien
at Muong Soui on the northwest

STATOTHR

per team firing automatic weap-|

in half by a satchel charge and |

Three North Vietnamese, two|

part of the plain, have been
Dbombing the plain daily, .. 4
" At least one Skyraider has:

{been downed and a U.S. pilot,
killed, informed sources said, - .
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-United Statés.

‘We aren’t getting anything for our money.

kind of monstrous bureaucracy that really is!'
+AlID.
‘ment is a part of the Department of State.

“for the implementationof U.S.policy. Incidentally, |
-the military is likcwise a tool for the implemen- |

Trilv Wowmtain (Southern Illinois Univeri
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To the Daily Egyptian:

I would like to identify myself as one who
is against SIU’s Center for Vietnamese Studies
and give my reason. My opposition is based |
on the source of funding. ;

A.LD., known also as AID, or the Agency for
International Development is the United States:
foreign assistance program.
for assisting developing countrics probably con- !
jures up images of humanitarian work. . .the pcople |
of the U.S.A. helping the poor people of other
nations. But, even so, the program has not'.
been popular here. A Newsweck poll late in:
1969 showed that most middle class Amecericans |
desired to have foreign aid expenditures reduced. |
put the AID budget has not becen cut. Our‘
government continues to operate foreigni
assistance programs. And AID is also funding;’
for one million dollars the SIU Center for Viect-!
‘namese Studies. ‘ |

I wonder what lies at the root of the American;”
peoples’ dissatisfaction with our foreign aid pro-|
gram? Perhaps the start was a little book in!
the 1950's entitled, ‘“The Ugly American.”” And
perhaps the continued accounts of wasted money, '’
corruption, incompetent technicians and the!
failurc of AID to accomplish two things: 1N
To raise the standard of livingof people inl
developing nations, and 2) To effectively gain, .
political - (anticommunist) friendships for the .
Our foreign aid program has |
-failed .10 meet those two objectives. - Perhaps |-
Americans are right to desire the reduction:
of such a wasteful and nonprofitable program.

-

1t is interesting to look beyond this to’ the :

The Agency for International Develop-lv

§
.This is the place where U.S. policyis formulated. |
It follows that AID is primarily a political ool !

tation of U.S. policy. The political objectives
of AID and the military arc the same. Thus,
‘if you find it difficult to stomach U.S. military |
action in Viet Nam, you would probably get 1
‘ill from what AID is doing there...if you knew |
what was recally going on. (AID in Viet Nam .
‘was supposed to “win hearts and minds’’ of ;
the Vietnamese population. This program, aptly {
named WHAM, was the well-known pacification |
‘attempt. It isn't working because you can’t !
buy friendship except the friendship of corrupt ;
people. Yet, the give-away is the main device |
of AID programs everywhere.) _

Does it surprise you that AID_is. indeed a’

!
!
cover for the CIA? I personally saw rosters*}

printed by AID which listed CIA personnel as.
AID employesl , I
<. You’ll probably ask where [ get my informa~
ytion. It comes from personal experience. For
-two years 1 served as a volunteer in a South-
.eastern_Asian country which “had the highest:

|
1
R

This organization!-

“dances.

_academic freedom? *

per capita (recipient population) U.S5. toreign
aid budget in the world. I saw what AID is
like. Unfortunately, it has not changed much
since the time “The Ugly American’’ was written.
In 1968 AID spent 38 million dollars in Laos.
Very little of it has reached and helped the Lao
people. In addition, American AID has not been
effective in winning political friendships amang
the Lao people—the country today is more than
three-quarters controlled by the communists,

The above information might be enoughro make
quite a few folks want to throw out AID entirely.
Maybe that should be done. The more pertinent
question, however, is the relevance of AID to,
the University’s Center for Vietnamese Studics.:
AID financing always has strings dutached. This

_is truc whether the recipient is a foreign coumry

or a university like SIU. The center’s spokes-
man asserts like a broken record that ‘‘the
center is academic and objective!””  Anybody:

. with any horsesense knows that whoever supplies’

the money, pulls the strings and the puppet
The center is such a thing dangling’
on the strings of AID; it is Impossible to be
otherwise.

" Finally, we can examine the center's record.
for objectivity. Of all the personnel they’ve
hired, of all the speakers whom they’ve brought
on campus there has been only one individual’
who represents antiwar interests. This was Dr.

nier,

JAID

Joseph Elder, a Quaker and a sociologist. And.- -

.why is it that a man like Elder has not been
‘appointed with Dr. Hoa and the hawkish Dre

Fishel? Is this “‘academic objectivity?” -

In last Tuesday’s Daily Egyptian, the head-
line read, ‘“Protest threatens academic free=.
dom, claims MacVicar.,” And do you deny,
Chancellor, that funding by AID does not threaten’

Mark Bordsen
Graduate student,

e eGS0 wTeturned volunteer.

STATOTHR
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.and 2,000,000 men—includin

‘may now. have to yield it under new Red pressure,

‘been directed from the start by Hanoi and are today large-

. North Vietnamese regulars.

-\ Why Laos Is Not
A » Potential Vietnam
o NEA Washington Correspondent

.f
A\ WASHINGTON (NEA)
Last month, Senate Foreign Relations Chairman J, W.|
Fulbright decided to serve the nation by passing on, via the:
Congressional Record, a dovish critic’s suggestion that the:
“Iittle war” in Laos might balloon into a “huge, ugly war |
like Vietnam.” !
Let's try to get that one in sensible perspective. |
Laos does have the space for it. North and South Vietnam |
together outdo it, but its 91,000 square miles make it nearly !
i
t
!

By BRUCE BIOSSAT

50 per cent larger than South Vietnam alone., (Laos is a bit
smaller than Oregon.)

Population is something else. By present
combined total of the two Vietnams is 38 million people. |
Laos has just 2.8 million. More than half of these are hill 1
peoples scattered all over the tangled Laotian hills. By
contrast, South Vietnam’s hill tribes, .
60 per cent of the nation’s land, account for less than five |
per cent of the 18 million population total. |

Certainly the total fighting force in Vietnam or adjacent !
backup areas like Cambodio must range between 1,750,000
U.S. forces, South Vietnamese
regulars and home units,
Viet Cong.

In northern Laos, where the fighting for that country is

centered, it would be a surprise if total forces on both sides -

much exceed 200,000. North Vietnam’s 50,000 is the big-
gest single unit. Some 10,000 Meo tribesmen on the govern-
ment side have been holding the strategic Plain of Jars and

Much of the Laotian government’s ‘“‘fighting force” is
say some units are im-

roved. The same goes fof the Red Pathet Lao, who Live'

1y relegated to secondary, noncombat roles by the fighting:

Critics who like to talk of America's ‘‘secret war” inj
Laos make much of the presence of CIA agents, military |
pilots—with the

refugees (some 600,000 are repeatedly on the'move).
Well, the scale of this activily is up some, it is known for

sure. But as a phenomenon it goes back to 1054, Most of % -
United States has been training,

the time since then, the
paying, advising and even directing in combat the non-.
Red Laotian forces.

The critics say we are “running the war.” Most likely,

- P'es. But one way or another we have been doing it for a

ong time. The only difference today is some advance in-

the number of U.S. personnel involved (guessed at 2,150), .

?nd some change in the scale and character of their activi-"'
ies. : ‘ '

Our government will not talk about these articular
things, and the critics who have intended to be. oldest in
their charges reveal nothing that has not gone on in one
degree or .another for years. .. , .- RIS

(O « [
T TR B i

PO SN PSP |

|
!
v
\
'
i

aireraft used for everything from combat \
- support of government armies to dropping relief supplies to.

e T T

PR RPN R

- A

estimates, the ..

he North Vietnamese and the | 88 threatening a huge new, wer,

"

. advisers in civilian dress (most not ndw ‘members of U.S.%:
armed forces), helicopters and their pilots, planes and their \

By the time Lyndon Johnson opted for a big U.S. mimary"'

role in Vietnam in 1965, we already had 23,300 advisers,
helicopter units and others in that country. The first of
some 50 U.S. Special Forces camps was set up in the
highlands in 1961, with some Amecricans leading the fight.
ing as well as training the famous “Montagnards.” -

There is no sign (indeed, much private officlal assurance
to the contrary) that we are going to enlarge our advisory
role on the scale reached in Vietnam by 1965. Nor is there
any automatic compulsion to introduce big ground force
elements even if we do still more than now.

From 1905 through 1968, we flew some .360,000 sorties -

(often in mission groups) over North Vietnam, using fight-
er-bombers and a surprisingly few B-52s. The yearly sortie
average was 90,000, The bomb tonnage dropped was im-

though they occupy | Mense.

We note the conéeded stepup in Laos in 1968-70. But given

the limiting factors of weather, haze, sporadic seasonal
combat, small population, the rugged terrain in Southeast .
Asia’s least<developed natlon, the focus on the Ho trail, our:

alr combat in Laos is being badiymlsrepresented by critics

.t ) ) 4
ket g o bgire@iai bt ,!5.-.“\\4\64;::..4 T OOST LIV WP AU S

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601 ROOO?OOOéOOO‘I-O

RO |

3

o leiticwt:

i teger

B

H

-



2/

Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0
1% FEB 1970

The Laos Transcri Ul o <i\

STATOTHR

President Nixon apparently has refused lo
authorize publication of a full account of wlmt
the Administration told a Senale subcommittce 4
- about American involvement in Laos, and.! ...
Chalrman Syminglon of the subcommitee prop- ‘,
‘erly has refused to issue a heavily ccnsored’ ;
. version of the transcript lest the publi¢ he'.
. ‘decelved. There the matler rests, with no indl"}’ o
cation the deadlock will be resolved soon. -i e
,  Meanwhile, whatever the United States i
up to In Laos continues apace. Persons “ho
1haw, scen the transcript say 1t gives a detalled . )
.-~ . uccount of American policy and action, include ; ¢ ..
Lo e ng many facts not- previously revealed to the j- .
" Senate, It discloses- the cost of U.S, operations
-+, and the number of -casualties. Senator Gors:: = -’
t, “ive told the Senate “the evidemce !s ample. thati '
nthc war In'Laos and U.S. ‘participation in. tho

o .war In Laos have becn socrctly but greatly
- 0 raccelerated.”

Lo f The Aclmmistmtlon .gives asa general oxcuse
R .]l()l its secrocy the conteniion that additionul
- idiscussion on Laos would not be in the public’
rinterest, which - means, in lranslation, that if:
: lhc public knew what the military’is doing
and plans to do in Laos there would be an
.. iuproar. The Administration. also is. relactant |0 o
ne I to provide details because the U.S, has been. . - -

o

" not want to tell the world about it.." . .
¥ Senator’ Gore Is. getting close to- the target‘t T
‘,.,wlmn he says the U.S., has chosen sides in a & RO
©peivil war In Laos just as 1t did enrlier in Viets. | ] e
.. nam, and that “what we are dolng is getting') -« =
o more deeply Involved in Laos while exceeuting |
-1 la gradual withdrawal from South Vietnam.” It
" this 1s the case it " means the American people s,
. are being led blindfolded Into another Asxan’ ", s
‘ “ entanglement. What is the point in gefting out .
ol Vietnam if the war s merely moved. ncxt\. i
- idoor to Laos? We hope Mr, Symington and s % o
R .-.~,;,_ucolloaa‘ues can forco this matter into the open., | L
P 'L'ho pooplo have 4 right to know :what they S
: “Tare boing sucked mtp s0 thoy, cm can a hatt -
. lwhile thero is tlmo. I ! P

...~
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Laos: Another Vietnam?

ALBUQUFRQUE, N.H. i
JOURNAL _ |
:

N - 64,231

*red’1'6 o0

arising as te whether the Nixon
administration is actually
escalating military activities in

;

L )

¥ fhe disturhing question is.
{

]

; in Vietnam, '
)' Senator

Laos while de-escalating the war -

Foreign  Relations
Chairman J. William Fulbright

* maintained some time ago that: '

. extent of our involvement in
E Laos .
[ lives.”

I

* the government is “hiding the
« « Its cost in money and.

_And now Sen. Albert Gore, D-

g‘- Tenn., is threatening to release
; secret {ranscripts. showing. an:

’ escalation of U. 8. involvement

* in the civil war in Laos.

- “exceedingly.disturbi ng’’

And he too contends the ad-

{ ministration is “deliberately con-

- cealing” escalation.

» The transcript of hearings,

;- condueted last year by the - buildup in the early 1960s,
- Senate Foreign Relations. Com- '

<

v

i mittee’s special subcommittee on

Y U. 8. commitments overseas, has

2 not been released because of a.-

vdispute between senators and the

&

State Department over what

..should be censored. Gore, a’

member of the committee but

-employes attach®d .to  the
‘American embassy with innocent

. engrossment shows a..marked

1

_STATOTHR

B L TP SO

~U. 8. fighters are being used V;S
for tactical air support to:?
Laotian forces; | o B

~—U. 8. helicopters are being °
used to transport Laotian forces.;
from one scene of combat to .
another; ' . ‘

—U.S. advisers are all but]
running the Laotian army. Some |

are Central Intelligpence Agency -

sounding titles.

—There are 2150 Americans. in
Laos, 830 of them in officia 1,
government positions. The U, S,
has lost at leat least 100 pilots on
Laotian missions and about’ 254
other Americans have been kill-
ed in line of duty. _ j

This summation of U. 8. 3

similarity to the Vietnam war 3

President Nixon has‘
acknowledged publicly that U. 8. -
planes are interdicting- the Ho
Chi Minh trail running through °
Laos but has denied there are :
any combat troops in Laos. -

In .the light of the..growing"]
questions we think the President

S5

UL

AT

“. .not of the subcommittee, sat in now has an obligation to take the é
.. on some of the meetings.. .

+ "Laos and we have chosen sides-

i rcmei e

- i

" both Vietnam and Thailand are g
. ;attempting to

\:he Ho Chi Minh Trail which
b”"

i .He charges that *‘“we are.

. engaging now in a civil war in

just as we did earlier in Viet-
:'nam.” ~}.:
Meanwhile James McCartney
-of the Knight Newspapers, has.
.- wrilten this brief summary::
“of American activities in Laos:
—The U, 8. is providing

PN

4

Yt

» Laotian Army now combatting:

- the Communists; °-
—United States bombers from "

o S

interdict . in-
filirators inte South Vietnam on:

ravels.through Laocs;..,

A

jSituation, -

American people ‘into ~his - full™)

confidence  on® ' the\  Laotian,

massive air support to the Royal |

Lo .“ fils

P Al
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By RICHARD HALLORAN
Special to The New York Tines

© WASHINGTON, Feb, 11 —
President Nixon was reported

. have refused to
authorize the release of any-

" {thing more than a heavily cen-

sored version of a Senate

7: |subcommittec’s transcript of

‘Administration testimony on th
‘extent of United States involve-
rmcnt in Laos,

Sources in the Administra-
tion and in Congress made
known the President’s decision
and said it was in keeping with
earlicr statements that the
United States was bombing the
Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos but

" Ithat further public discussion

on Laos would not be in the
public interest. '

The sources said that Senator
Stuart W, Symington of Mis-
souri, the suhcommittee’s chair-

- |man, had refused to issue such

1a watered down transcript be-
cause he felt it would mislead
{the public on what the, United
States is doing in Laos. Thus,
'after three months of negotia-
tion between the subcommittee
and the Administration, the
jssue is reported deadlocked
with no sign that it will be
resolved in the near future.

_ The sources said the Ad-mini-'

‘stration did not want to release
the transcript because it would
reveal that the United States
had broken the Geneva Accords
of 1962, which set Laotian neu-

" trality and prohibited outside

owers from sending armed
orces into Laos,

The Administration was also
said to fear that publication
would damage a tenuous effort
at negotiation with the Soviet
Union. The United States has
been urging the Soviet Union
to use 4
North Vietnam to withdraw its
60,000 troops from Laos and
return to the 1962 accords.

"The Soviet Union, according’
ta. sources jn; the, State. Departs

FN ik
e B

d For Rel

its influence to get}:
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Nixon and Senators at Odds on Laos Transciipt

ment, has - indicated to “the

‘|United States that it would

neither put pressure on the
North Victnamese nor escalate
its support of North Vietnamese
actiong in Laos so long as the
United States did not make a
public issue of , the conflict
there, ’

Officials who have seen the
transcript said that it pives a
detailed mccount of American
policy and action in Lags, in-
cluding many facts not pre-
viously revealed to the Senate.
They sald the release of the
transcript would divulge the
cost of American operatiins
there, casualties suffered and
the nature of intellipence ac-
tivity. ‘It might also prove em-

'+

Royal Lactian Government of
Premier Souvanna Phouma.
Senator Albert Gore, Demo-
crat of Tennessee, told the Sen-
ate this- week that he had ac-
cess to the transcript and that
the “evidence is ample that
the war in Laos and U.S. par-
ticipation in the war in Laos] -
has been sccretly but greatly. -
escalated.” : )
Senator Gore, a member of, -
the Foreign Relations commit-
tee, said that “we aro engaging,
now in a civil war in Laos,|
and we have chosen sides just
as we did earlicr in Vietnam.”
He said that “what we are
doing i3 getting more deeply,
involved in Laos ‘while exctut«
ing a gxiadual v.githdrawa} from
o ’ SN LR

b

barrassing, .they, added,;to. the|South.Yletnarm

) _"-;.v“k:r b

o
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CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0

- STATOTHR




STATOTHR
Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0

s

. TOLFDO, OlIO
| BLADE

E - 176,618
S - 200, 432
. FEB 111870 |
"And Now Laos .

OR SOME time, there have been disquieting
reports from Thailand on the shadowy war'
raging there in which the United Stales is be-
.coming increasingly involved. At the moment,:
,our invéstment there is largely in the form of;
; tlollars, equipment, and 48,000 troops supposed-*
ly supporting our efforts in Vietnam.

But now comes evidence that a similar scem-i
! mgly inextricable entanglement may be LVOlV-
f\mg in Loas where, Senator F‘ulbnght charges, g
r U.8. involvement has been rapidly increasing
;wnthout public announcement or congressmnal!
3 @pproval. On top ‘of this, the Pentagon is re«
; portedly preparing to attempt to cut the Inmts.‘
imposed last year by Congress—with White;
i House hacking—on the level of military aid that
i can be extended to both Laos and Thailand.
During secret hearings on Laos last Octobm,
it was established that we are, in fact, now’
:provxdmg air support-io Lautian troops, using
¢ U.8. helicopters and crews to transport and SUp-
i ply Laotian forces, and flying up to 12,600 air
{ sorties monthly, In addition, we have lost SOme;
; 100 pilots on Laotian missions and another 25
" men killed in varidus combat-relaled capacities, 3

§/ The ominous parallel is obvious betwcen what?
fis apparently occurring in Laos and Thailand
pand the experiences In Vietnam. First we dis-'
{ patch advisers and technical experts, many ('fa
i them CIA agonts, Then we follow up w1th mili-; \/
tcnry'm'ghuciors and equipment, Finally, to pro-i
i tect our commitments in men and materiel, we )
ysend froops into combat, with the result in Viet-;
.nam that we have been hogged down in a dis-
-astrous war for nine years that has cost more,
-than 40,000 American lives and over $100 billion. ;

+ President Nixon announced a new Asian pol-}

ticy on Guam last summer designed to put the§
burden of military engagements in that part of ;
!the world on Asian shoulders to prevent our be-
‘coming involved in other situations like Viet-'
nam, It is now timely thal Congress, if noti
the President, expose just how far the Penta-.
gon has pushed us into perilous situations in
‘Laos aird Thailand, where sectiotial, tribal, and
political enmities threaten to jguite into full-
iscale clvil wars.

What have we gained if we mgnage to disen-
gage from Vietnam otily to find ourselves em-
broiled in an equally bloody and . futile con-
fltet in anothe@omer of Asig? J

‘r—wﬁr-

.sq.m x:i dua’.mwm
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LAST month, Scnat(, 1orelgn
" Relatlons Chairman J. W, Ful-
bright decided to serve the na- -
 tion by passing on, via the®

S tile war' in Laos might ..

like Vietnam.”

Let's tey to get that into sen- -
i sible perspective.

h . Laos does have the space
. B F‘ for it. North and South Vietnamn together outdo .
e . ' ‘\ - it, but its 91,000 square miles make it nearly 50 -
BT - .\ per cent larger than South Vietnam alone, .
v 2(_\;(La05 Is a bit smaller than Oregon.)

i

- nanis is 38 million people.” Laos has just 2.8 -

Co s million, More than half of these are hill people.
.. . scattered all aver the tangied Laotian hills, By-
E - 3_contrasl South Vietnam's hill tnbes, tho they -

populatxon total. ;

T ¥ Certaimiy the total flghting force In Vletnam

-, »or adjacent backup areas like Cambodia must
"~ %range between 1,750,000 and 2,000,000 men —

: * including U.S, forces, Seuth Wetnamcse regu-

fand the Viet Cong, -~ .7«
.. - '

Ta

R ' 'IN northern Lnos,lwhcre the fighting for 'thut

Ycountry Is centered, it would be a surprise xf-

i total forces on both qldcu amuch exceed 200,000,
‘North Victnam'’s 50,000 are the biggest smglo

~unit. Some 10,000 Mco tribesmen on the gov-'

ernment side have becn . holding the strategic™.
“Plain of Jars and may now huve to yneld i
»under new Red pressure. - - .-

war"

u Wi

in Laoa‘ make much, of “the::presence of -

Ry
s
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Congressional’ Record, a dov~
ish -critic’s suggestion 'that the :

balloon into a “huge, ugly’ warf :

~ Population is something else. By present es-'
:_,' timates the combined total of the two Viet-...

; ‘occupy G0 per cent of the mation's Jand, ac-’ .
" count for less than § per cent of the 18 mxlhon g

rlars and home units, the North Vlelnamcse.’-'

Critics. who fike to tatk of Amerlca 5, “secret ‘.

TN NTTRCRTA M A

STATOTHR
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mmw Blossaf / The i'rwh in Laos :

CIA agents, mﬂltary advisers In civilian dress:
(most not now members of U.S, armed:
. forces), hellcopters and their pilots, planes and ;
their pilots—with the aircraft used for cvery-
_thing from combat support of government ar.':
mies to dropping relief supplies to refugees ;
(some 600,000 are repeatedly on the move). ‘_ ,;_
Wcll the scale of this activity is up some, ltdg
g known for sure, But as a phenomenon It
goes back to 1954, Most of the time since then, -,
-~ the United States has been trammg paylng, »
-advising and even ' directing in combat thes
“non-Red Laotian forces ' |
[ ] [} [ ]

BY the time Lyndon Johnson opted for a big’
.8, military role in Vietnam in 1965, we al-—‘
ready had 23,300 advisers, helicopter units and .
others In that country, The first. of some 50,
.U.8, Special Forces camps were set up in the
-highlands In 1961, with some Americans lead-
..ing the fxghtmg as'well as trammg the famous
“'montagnards.”

There is no sign (indeed, much private- ofﬂ«‘
_cial assurance to the contrary) that we are
‘i going to enlarge our advisory role on the scah.
““reached in Vietnam by 1965. Nor is there any
.automatic compulsnon to-introduce big ground:;

I

% e
s
2

3.
"

o

4

< force elements even is we do stlll mOre than o :

wnow. :
.From 1965 thru 1968 ‘we flew ‘some 360, 000

- sorties (orften in mission groups) over . North'
‘_ijtnam, using fighter-bombers and a surpris--; }
singly few B-52's, The: yearly sortie . average”’

‘was 90,000, The bomb tonmge dropped was, Rt
immense,

. We note the o urrind qtm-up in Laos in:

; 1968-70 But given the limiting factors ol j .
‘sporadic . seasonal. combat.4

wcathcr, haze, .
small populatlon, the rugged terrain in.South-~
ast Asia’s least developed nation, ‘the focus on ™
he Ho trail, our: alr combat in Laos is bemg
by,cntlcs 8% ﬂp‘eatenm
P ;;hm.eiﬁ A, ...,.\-.j
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"R e .
W S. Flies efugees

From Plain of .Fars

N . ] Miami Herald-Washlnaton Post Wire'
i WASHINGTON ~— The State Department said that the
‘e United States is providing an airlifht for the evacuation of up "
,f,"_ to 18,000 refugees from the Plain of Jars m Laos at the re- -
o quest of the royal government.. K
“On- Thursdav 3,000 refugees were ﬂown out, spokesn an
Catl Bartch said. He would not reveal the typevof aircraft
used, other than to say they fly under an Agency: for Interna-
ional Development contract. i
« . Other sources’ said that the US “will evacuate all of the -
o estimated 18,000 persons on the plain who want to come out, {1
\ moving them south to Vientiarie Province.'The distances are it
hot't by air, and-small planes are adequate.-The planes, with .
w “American pilots and sometimes with That and Chinese serving :
i-as crewmen -or co-pilots, are used both by AID and the CIA. /
i .They are known as Air.America and Air Continental, — wwweess
Some of the refugees are said to be members. of families
of soldiers in the government forces led by Gen. Vang Paa. |
- Their evacuation,” as well as that of other civilians, would -|;
make it easier for.the general to make a stand against Com-":
munist forces. it
c{‘r -~ .American officials have suggested that the plain be avac- },‘ '
; uated without a' fight on the premise that superior Commu-
: ; nist forces, both North Vietnamese .and Lao, could overfun it. ,
‘§:.The plain was captured last: summer: by Vang Paos forc‘.es
ﬂided hy strong American air qupport i » ‘

B e v e
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Laos, Expecting Attack, Will Quit Plaine des J arres[ -
By—I}E‘&MRY KAMM ;;e_f;’}inentation and Amcrigzin lonly J;oﬁs'cs visible a;fé those in|“American Imperialiéts"‘ then' =~
Special to The New York Times {bombing once more or whether refugee centers like Lat Sen|but was not telling them any-

LAT SEN, Laos, Fcb. 2 —ft2 pull up the stakes put downand Khangsi, built after tha|thing about the Communists;
About 7,000 people live here ‘only four months ago and moye Communists withdrew .and the [now. . !
! peop . on again. : ' (bombing stopped. Bomb- crai! The boys were still: wearing/
and perhaps 10,000 more in ref-| The deputy district officer,|Jters pockmark the- valleys, jthe * Chincse Communist-stylef
ugee centers elsewhere on the|Khampan Borovongkam, said:|knolls' and ridges of the plah} blue pants, jackets and caps
Plaine des Jarrcs. But by the|the Government would resolvellds densely as” the most em!|that they always had,
end of next weck the area will|the dilemma by evacuating cv-|/battled regions of South Viet.| The teacher said he hoped .
probably be empty except forCvyone whether they wanted tollnam. ‘ o . {the Communists would' not -
Governinent soldiers mrdigg for| K OF 0t. But Edgar Buell, an|| Tiights of jets can. still be|come back because the children
an expected Communist offen-|/XMerican famous for the devo-jjheard whooshing northward tosjwould suffer. For himself, he
sive and for people who, rather| HOR With which he cares for the[|ward Communisé-held territory. |said he would go to Vientiane
will go into hidix?g and walt for {}cq{)‘lﬁ gi %his rggiorf\i '“51 chict }I‘!éo Laotian Air Force flies ria ztfgaitr?e plain " changed hands
mited States. aid official, said|ljets. . | :
lt’ggc %‘;ltél‘v;n;‘r’c ':zaisoo(t’%cr than he was sure that, those whol, The people of Lat Sen are en-,f Many boys were not golng
A e\;acuationpw'll m";l.rk the wished to stay would be ai- loying  living in houscs after {to school. ‘A 19-year-old, an.
nadic 1 e g i roprossiveiowed to, v having spent most of their days (other of 15 and one of 13 ‘were
depopulation Of thiv s dly|y;ohao Saykham, Governor offjand nights in the woods and in/|sitting in a shop that had a
5 PO{’.‘;? lfmo o tatn Ifgé'fu Yixiengkhouang ~ Province, said||the bunkers dug to escape the|{fcw cans of beer and sardines S
dg‘c‘;' iy tul? ain x;zt‘lc ;.m*} that to evacuate the people was|{bombing when it became steady, {for sale. They were soldiers in
Y ¢ Fi"fﬁ 1 PO"C_& ’ ’cf os.4t0 live up to their constant ap.||early last year. . “Ithe guerrilla “army commanded
. Agﬂutccnjé(;o%o""‘cc‘]" ‘.’m*é peals for protection from the(| The 6,800 people fiving in' by Maj. Gen. Vang Pao and v
thoo bt to b )Ii) "(Il’ n the| Comniunists, . huts made of thatch and_odd [sponsored by the United States|
ol the” e oyes ling it| . Under the Communists, whollbits of lumber and. tin have |that recaptured the plain last|
o e e T s onelre ““ff occupied the plain from 1964|'wasted no time in turning the |year. .
fan ]t.’c . adjo m“éé i"‘;‘ 't‘lys until last summer, able-bodied|expanse of flat sun-parched The oldest boy, who said
jstrete ling 1o M‘ﬁ;‘g e hoimen and youths were turned (land on which _nothing was {that his name was Khamchan
(west and Xiengkhouang in the};,., soldicrs and the other men|standing into a community. The |and that he had been a soldier
'|cast, and the women had to do fre-lltwo-room huts, built to a stand- |for nine years and was a
The people do not yet know| quent service as portess and 1o lloed pattern, are evenly spaced |Corporal, related that he com-
that the Laotian Government other impressed fabor — al] un-Jalong broad, clean roads, In [manded a squad of 10, of whom
has decided to evacuate the|der intensive raids byc tholdividual vegetable  patches, [RC Was the Oldest. He has car-
plain, which it conquered last! American  and = Laptios Alr(from secd provided by the [ricd an American-made carbine
summer and fears it will lose|Forces. , .o f\United States, have sprung up-|Since he was 9, he said, and has
agein soon to the regrouped) Informed sources sald - thatlbehind most Louces 7 _ used it in battle but he has not
and refitted dnvaders from|lin the entire plain and adjoin-| Three school buildings pro-| |killed angone to his knowledge.
North Vietnam and _their allies|ling regions hardly a house re-|vide clases for 1,100 children|{. The boys  spoke without
in the Communist Pathet Lao.|!mained standing after the de-jaged 6 to 14. There is a hos-| bravado; boy soldiers are the
(In Vientiane, the Government|| parture of the Communists, pital, an administration officei rule in Laos. Pop Buell, who has
proposed the neutralization of||™ A ‘flight low over the south-[and the simplest of shops with| lived with the people of this
the plain as a step toward end-!|ern part of the plain — untilfless than the contents of an!|region for more than a decade,
ing the 20-year-old civif war.]l. :now off limits to the press — ordinary bag of purchases from' ({52id_a quarter of the soldiers
The Government reached its confirmed the devastation. The /@n  American  supermarket (i? General Pao’s army were

decision to evacuate aftcr over- ' 'spread out on a table. under 16.
coming doubts — particularly NORTH Woman squat along the prin- Friends Dead in War.
among Americans, whose influ- /ETNAMZA cipal street selling rice, which, All his friends from his early

ence is great because of NAM
the magnitude of United States ;
support -~ as to .whether it
might not be better to spare
the few thousand who remain [
the fate of being loaded into
plancs and put down elsewhere
to try to rebuild their livos. \
‘The move will come as no

7. s flown in by the Americans, (days in Laos have died. in]
| or vegctables. A pig was theilcombat, the 57-year-old Indiana|
| only animal to be seen though' farmer said, adding: “The best
| tho plain was: once a- cattle- [con being killed off in this
| Jfaising region. . - ..» {country and America will never:
. Mcn Are Awny F‘ghﬁ“g be able to .rﬁpay thcm for Whatl
they’re doing.” !
Khamchan said that if the
Communists tried to come back

b
i Lat Scn is a town of - few
men, There are many women,|

surprise. Firing is alrcady heard
at night from the surrounding
ridges and it is no longer safe

stone jars that gave the plain

to go out to the pre-Christian'.

; and fewer old' men but above!
. all, there are children. The mcn}

], are away fighting-—some fo{u‘

i -the government, more for th

1! Pathet Lao. It is doubtful that/

' they have ever had much choice;

they would be driven off, He
said he saw General Vang Pao
three days ago at his command
post in the plain, which is at
the airficld the French built in
their day to.serve the town of

for whom , they must fight!
and die. y -l 1{Xiengkhouang.

here, / . R '

" A Fearful Dilemma % |, ! At school the 30-year‘-old| Gclntmw_g?_s {;:J;agblyp;gpo}r‘geg t":g‘f,
For the few who remalned’ - <3 1‘5"“‘:}'&" 3%“ he hth;augllt ‘;fl“ .abandoned hope that the plain|

rather than go with either the] . T New York Times Feb. 5, 1970 7 er the Communists too, lj}acwld be held, but Premier Sou-

i
yA

its name, although some are'// 7
Jonly half an hours walk from
Qanes

Government or the Pathct Lao| Plaine des Jarres, which the 4 sald he mad Ingtructed thei yanna phouma, King Sisavang
during previous retreats and|- Government has decided to ,E!‘.i-.'.d"_’" to_fight “against! the 'Vong and the general's Amer-
changes of ownership, the ex- evacuate. Light shading in-{ . ) v jcan adviscrs “are prevailing

pected return of the Commu-|. ;
nists presents a fearful dilemma; icates tho arens of Laos

whether_to_endure, Communist N held by Communist f‘”c'f‘;‘f i

Y S T ST T Y om0y ety Sespesry st ap sy

upon him to limit his goals to
delaying actions supporting an
orderly retreat . with minimum
Cﬂsu&me,s-‘.{. Lo :u’hwl ;}v.»a.

«

. 1
-

' | ' 4 L COn AAmA ~~ntinued
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The U.S. and war in

|

war issue — at least temporarily — by -
- the Pathet Lao leader. But there 15,‘

very httle doubt -about the fact this is

;. convincing a large number of Ameri-
cans that he is getting out of that war

. just as rapidly as he respon51b1y can -

" do so.

For the moment a majority of the.

" American people seem -to be gomg

. alonig with him,
, But Mr. Nixon doesn’t have forever. g
y He has got to show progiess in his pol-
. dcy of “winding down” the war and .
~ turning over the fighting to the Viet-

- namese.
- And certainly Americans don't want

That is what several mfluentlal sen~
ators fear might happen — Sens, Ful- -
.~ bright, Cooper, Mansfiekl and Symmg
. ton, tonameafew. . ;.

The flghtmg in Laos in many ways

is an extension of the war in Vietnam, '
. It is understandable why U.S. planes
bomb the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos—, "
"the route by which North Vietnam .
sends troops and. supphes mto South.

V1etnam

 which has been going on for years in
. Laos itself. ‘

Morcover, it is fughtemng to reahzex

that this involvement has come, about

~ with no apparent authority from Con--j-«
' " “President Nixon now is trymg 10 re-’

~ gress to wage such a war.

Sen. Fulbright's Foreign Relations’.
Committee conducted secret hearings -

on this subject last fall, and most of -
the testimony has never been re-
A veale ted States offlclally de-
P Supr gl . o) .ﬂ-" R IR :L..

» E President Nixon very adroitly has
¢ taken the anger out of the Vietnam

to see him trade off our involvement
~in Vietnam for a similar mvolvemenb
- in neighboring Laos. ‘

But it is much harder to 3ust1fy the;f
- deep U.S. involvement in the civil war =

SIAIOIHR

wqr in Leiee

nies that it is behmd the Laotlan gov- |
-ernment’s war against the forces of ;
pro-Communist Prince Souvanna- -vong, i

'S0,

tion costing $150 to $160 million s,

1
i
T
1

I‘ulbnght says the United States

supplies all the arms, ammunition and ’
- training for an army of 86,000 Meo |
¢ tribesmen led by Ma; Gen. Vang Pao, ¥
- a former sergeant in the French colo- |
- nial army. It is a major military opera- |

1
-

l

year. The war is backed up by the U.S. “3

Air Force operating out of Thailand, * |

3 ported unofficially,

It "is -estimated. that some 2,150 -
“Americans are in Laos. At least 100
. U.S. pilots have been lost on. Laotian
#:missions, which average about 12, 500

-sorties a month. :

.And the most mcredxble fact of all
there apparently is “no written or oral
defense commitment to Laos” to back
up this' semi- secret mlhtary mvolve-
.ment, -
+- No wonder the senators are dxs-
: turbed This is just how we became in-
-volved in the Vietnam war — not so .
much by a clear determination to de

".so but rather by a series of gradual es.”

calations, the end of which most
«Americans did not envision.
We've. been down. that road- once.

-verse the course, and it remains to be
seen whether he is succeedmg or fan-
1ng -

God ﬂarbxd that we dqm Laos what
we dld in Vletnam. ‘

! By
NR e

)

- Theé U.S, Cen;rauntemgence Agency | |
‘is calling many of the shots.U.S. mili- =

* tary advisers are all buf, runmng the
= ‘Laotian srmy. All of this is w1dely re-’.

PR AR A -u:-uﬁ':‘.. POIIRYN -‘.'....'.r..r. v e

ol i e i M&_.‘.__ PGS T e
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MASS EYACUATION -The expected offensive i3
. causing concern to the Govern-

‘ment of Premicr Souvanna

: PL ANNED IN LAO Phouma and the United States,|
; f . which sustains the Laotian mili-l

jtary effort by heavy bombing|

"] »The first groups to be moved

17,000 at Lat Sen, in the south-

- -vidual vegetable patches.

"U.S. Prepares to Act if Foe
- Attacks Strategic Plain

Spectal to The New York Tlmes

- VIENTIANE, Laos, Jan. 31—
The United States is planning
: an evacuation of thousands of
. civilians in the Plaine des Jarres

i military. expected  the North
| Vietnamese and Pathot' Lao
¢ forces to open a major attack
i no later than mid-February.
- American officials and most
; diplomatic and military observ-
ers from other countrics agres
that an offensive is likely. They
i ‘expect the Communist forces to
: recapture the embattled region
*in central Laos, which they lost
+last summer after having con-
trolled it for more than five
.years. The conquest of :the
; trategic Plains des Jarres was
. the most notable victory by the
Royal Laotian Government in
many years and military morale
in this battered country still
thrives on it, e
ers v
10,000 Are Involved

The evacuation will involve

10,000 to 15,000 displaced per-|

,sons who were -settled in the
:Plaine dcs ‘Jarres: after ‘being
-evacuated early " last summer
‘during - fighting near Xieng-
‘khouang, in the southeast,

| No decision on this major|

'population move has becn made
IBy the Laotian Government, but
rthe United States is preparing
fﬁr transport in the expectation
ithat such a decicion is forth-
jgeming. . o

i+ill be a settlement of about

{arn part of the plain, to a plain
lavound: Vientiane, the adminis-
trative capital. Since their first
«dprooting less than a year ago,
'the displaced persons at Lat
‘Jen have turned a temporary
;samp into the semblance of a
JHyable place, with a temple
‘under construction and indi-

i Now they will once more join
ithe homeless of a war, which,
‘according to the Government,
‘number 600,000, more than a
fifth of the total population.
{The fighting, with rightist and
}:neutralist troops on one side
and the Pathet Lao and North
‘'Vietnamese on the other, broke!

‘{of enemy held areas, supplying|

ly North Vietnamese regulars,|;

'the Royal Laotian Army with
most of its needs and sponsor-
Ing the irregular elandestine
Army, ’

The defense of the plan is
largely in the hands of the
Clandestine  Army of Moo
mountain tribesmen, command-:

ea 'py General. Van Pao, the

! mext wecek in the expectation ofmost effective—some say the
" &_counteroffensive by Commu.only effcctive—fighting force
. nist forces. on the Government side. It is
:  The Defense Ministry spokes-feared that a battle for the
"man, Col. Thongphanh Knoksy,plain, which is in Meo country,
. told mewsmen that the Lactianmay prove excessively costly to

General Van Pao’s  forces,|
which have borne the brunt of|
the fightigg. for, years. :
Troops Are Outrniumbered
Military ~ Sources... estimatef
that 16,000 encmy trogps, main-|;

are in position in an arc run-|;

of the plain against about. al
third as mar% Government|;
troops. General Vang Pao com-
mands both the regular troops
and his guerrillas in the region,

Another cause for concern is
that a rout of the Government
forces may so embloden the
enemy troops that they would
attempt an attack on the nerve
center of the Clandestine Army
at Lonf Cheng, about 15 miles
'southwest of the Plaine des
Jarres. . ’

Long Cheng is the command
post from which the .American
Central Intelligence Agency
runs Gen, Vang Pao’s operating
base, forward logisticg depot
and command headquarters.
While few experts belicve
that the  Communist forces
‘could cross the rugged, jungle-
covered mountains between' the
Plaine des Jarres. and - Long
Cheng in sufficient force to
hold the Meo centers, there is.
real concern that a raid in force

ning from the north to the ecast| -

strong enough to destroy the in¢|
stallations "and drive’ off the!
‘Americans and Meo- at -head-’
,quarters is possible,” .~ .. :

Some Diplomats Skeptical

Some diplomats are skeptical,
of American  pessimism, - and
point to the fact that. despite
the progress of the dry season,
during which the Communists
normally make -their advances,
‘no major attack has yet been
launched or seems imminent.
They suspect the Americans of
seeking {o - justify a contihued

{
[

high level of bombing and mili-|
tary assistanee in Laos, ..

sout in 1963 when a 3-way coali-]
stion collapsed. ... .. . .. |
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Air America: ) 4
‘Flying the U,S. into Laos

> ‘ _ © STATOTHR
—

had begun in Laos in 1959; moreover, it a‘ppears that President .-
Eisenhower was not informed and did not know when his 7
. office and authority were being commilted in the Laotian ,
" conflict, just as Nixon did not know of the intrigue of Mme,
"~ Chennault. But that is precisely the point of parapolitics and - |
~ private war enterprise, ’
.. Inits evasion of Congressional and even Executiye controls .
. over military commitments in Loos and elsewhere, the CIA -
“has long relied on the scrvices of General Chennauit's “pri-
-* vate” paramilitary arm, Civil Air Transport or (as it is now -

known). Air America, Inc. ' '

[HOW AIR AMERICA WAGES WAR]

IR AMERICA'S FLEETS OF TRANSPORT planes are readily :
scen in the airports of Laos, South Viet-Nam, Thai-
land and Taiwan. The company is bascd in Taiwan, .
h.where a subsidiary firm, Air Asia, with some 8000
employees, runs one of the world's largest aircraft maintenance
and repair facilities. While not all of Air America’s operations
. are paramilitary or even covert, in Viet-Nam and even more
.+ in Laos, it is the chief airline serving the CIA in its clandestine
S . war activitics. .
N THE CLOSING DAYS OF THE 1968 presidcntiat campaign, - Until recently the largest of these operations was the supply
the Democrats made an cleventh-hour bid for the - of the fortified hilltop positions of the 45,000 Meo tribesmen
presidency through a White House announcement that *. fighting against the Pathet Lao behind their lines in northeast
all bombing in North Vict-Nam was being stopped and - Laos. Most of these Meo outposts have airstrips that will
that serious peace negotiations were about to begin. This . accommodate special Short Take-off And Landing aircraft, but
"' move was apparently torpedoed within 30 hours by President " because of the danger of enemy fire the American and Na- .
Thieu of South Viet-Nam who publicly rejected the coming - tionalist Chinese crews have usually relied on parachute drops
" negotiations, Three days later, the Democratic candidate lost - of guns, mortars, ammunition, rice, even live chickens and
.to Richard Nixon by a narrow margin, .1 pigs. Air America’s planes also serve to transport the Meos®
After the election, it was revealed that a major Nixon fund . main cash crop, opium. :
raiser and supporter had engaged in elaborate machinations ;- The Mco units, originally organized and trained by the
in Saigon (including falsc assurances that Nixon would not ... French, have provided a good indigenous army for_the Amer-
enter into such negotiations if elected) to sabotage the Demo- ' -icans in Laos. Together with their CIA and U.S. Special
' crats’ plan. It was also revealed that, through wire taps, the ’. Forces “advisors,” thc Mcos have long been used (o harass
""" White House and Humphrey knew of these mancuvers before ' Pathet Lao and North Victnamese supply lines. More recently
" the election and that a heated debate had gone.on among  they have engaged in conventional battles in which they have
<v Humphrey strategists as to whether the candidate should " been transportcd by Air America's planes and helicopters (New
* exploit the discovery in the last moments of the campaign, - York Times, October 29, 1969). The Mcos also defended, until
" Humphrey declined to seize the opportunity, he said, because ** its capture in 1968, the key U.S. radar installation at Pathi -
he was surc that Nixon was unaware of and did not approve . near the North Vietnamese border; the station had been used
. of the activitics of his supporter in Saigon. “in the bombing of North Vict-Nam, AN
The supporter in question wis Madame Anna Chennault, . Further south in Laos, Air America flics out of the CIA =™
_ and her covert intervention into the highest alfuirs of stalc  operations headquarters at Pakse, from which it reportedly .. -.
. was by no means an unprecedented act for her and her associ« . supplics an isolated U.S. Army camp at Attapu in the souths > -
*ates. Madame Chennault's husband, General Claire Chennault, - east, as well as the U.S. and South Vietnamese Special Forces
.. had fought in China with Chiang Kai-shck; after the war he. - - opcrations in the same region (San Francisco Chronicle, Ocs -
ormed a private airline company. Both husband and wife . tober 15, 1969), Originaily the chief purpose of these activities *
have, through their involvement with the China Lobby and . ' was to observe and harass the Ho Chi Minh trail, but recently
" the CIA’s complex of private corporations, played a profound - the fighting in the Laotian panhandle, as elsewhere in the
- .role throughout our involvement in Southcast Asia, General " country, has expanded into a general air and ground war. Air
*. . Chennault's airline was, for example, cmployed by the U.S, .~ America planes are reported to be flying arms, supplies and
e ‘.. government in 1954 to fly in support for the French at Dien - reinforcements in this larger campaign as well (New York - .7 ",
R S Bien Phu. It was also a key factor in the new ﬁghtma whlch Tlmes. September 18{(1969) S @ o loe ~t-Cain T’".

it Ou Tavwe 5

] we L R
0*’ vb.ﬂ Yo € oyt ﬂ&(\"\_"\,\.(v T . n. )

Photognph ol Generai Claire Ehennwlt by Black Star ,‘

‘ : Ty, O, D_Cﬂnc\cct Lnf.——ﬂlfﬁl
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\ Bw JohnS I\mghb P .
$300,000,000 to sustain I.oanan

\} us: m?@ in Lams dlsmi'bmg

'~‘.ome hine years ago — Jan,
snymg SOMme- out of the Communist orblt
thing like this: ) "T_hetfor]ces which l;opet }:o
CuW I ominate laos comprise the
I com?;}; : S‘";Ld Pathet Lao, a Communist
da v is the pos- guerilla movement, and the .
) p Communists of North Vietnam,

*United States bombers from Vietnam campaign promises of
" both Vietnam and Thailand are . 1964, they are no longer In a -
< attempting to interdict infil- trusting mood and in fact
trators into South Vietnam on suspect the worst,

the Ho Chi Minh Trail whnch )
- -, WHILE THE NATION is

travels through Laos.
®U.S. fighters are being used’ disposed to be patient with the
Nixon administration in its ef-

for tactical air support to Lao-

«
- ——— .“\;-«-.-_:..-.<—. a nm—————r

TN

- T e e o e i

¥:1:hllll”v of U.5. The Southeast Asia. Treaty tian forces. forts.to disengage from Viet-
ilitary inter- Organizdtion has charged that: nam, be warned that Laos con-
“vention in ) y ©U.S. “helicopters are being tains the di
| Laos, a.moun hl"?)OPSn‘P ]rom North Vietnam: .ceq to transport Laotian future tro sbzlame ingredients of
( fainous  little Lo A} ave il iltrated Laos. *forces from one scene of com- ubie.
o LR d h it A Great Bntam and France,- bat to another. : . It was a somnolent Senate, ;

comy about Kt buth sitores o ho SEATO
the size of Idaho whlch lies he ruqhmg io the defense of Laos,
N Jween Thailanid and Burma to 11 anything is done the United -

n“‘-@ vrest-and-the.twa, Vxetnams States twill be expected to act.

"on the -.E\\“l. el S 0 “Qir wilitary mvolvementI
r' "Smre 1954 (mark the date). ,.hpre would be, as President-
- .the Umted States .has gwen jelect Kennedy stated -in the .
C SR . L..ummpaign, “The wrong war at
= ithe wrong place and at. the:
swrong , time' unsound.
militarily, unnecessary to our
) ) security and unsupported by
, our allies.

: “No Russian soldiers died in
Korea and none will die in’
Laos if we are silly enough to
‘ ' _get caught in a conflict where
there is no chance of. winning
decisively and achieving per-
manent peace in that region.”

" NEARLY A DECADE has
elapsed since that warning was’
| first printed, a period in which-
Vietnam and not Laos was to.
! provide the setting for a bloody -
ywar in which more than 40,000
t Americans have died,

Yet we have never been idle
‘in Laos despite. reassurances
from Sec. of State William P.
Rogers that "‘we are not going -
to fight any major wars on the .
mainland of Asia ... We are
not going to send Amencax\

- ®UL.S. advisers are all but gun- . remember, that condoned our
ning the Laotian army. Some Wing entrapment in Viet-
are Central Intelligence Ageny/fhem il the days when spirited ;
ey employes™attached to the debate might have prevented’
"American Embassy with inno-, the tragic consequences of a;
cent sounding titles. * full scale war.
'@ There are 2,150 Americans in In the light of correspondent ;
Laos, 830 of them .in official MgCartneys revelations, we -
government positions, The U.S. think the President now has an ;
has lost at least 100 pilots on -ODligation to take the Ameri-}
Laotian missions and about 25 .Can peopie into his full con-
other Americans have been fidence on the Laotian snua-
‘killed in line of duty. tion. |
And we applaud the Senate !
THIS SUMMATION of U.S." Forelgn Relations Committee |
engrossment shows -a marked . for demanding that the truth‘
similarity to the Vietnam War . be told as it is without further |
buxldup in 1965 and 1966. fraud or deceptlon H
So the disturbing question ‘o °
“arises as to whether the Nixon’ PRESIDENT NIXON was |
t administration is"actually right in vetoing-the $19.7 billion :
- escalating military activities in" health and education money |
Laos while de-escalating the 'bill, a measure that would:
war in Vietnam. have compelled him to'spend\ :
Senate Foreign Relations $1.2 billion more than’ he” had'
.Committee chairman J. .requested of Congress. ;
William  Fulbright maintaing. - e @ 3
the government is “hiding the . BACK IN Jack Kennedy's!
-extent of our involvement in® day, the President hit the’
" Laos . . . its cost in money ceiling when U.S. Steel raised y
-and  lives.” prices in violation of what J FK‘,
Senators Fulbnght thought was a gentleman's:
field and Symington = are agreement to hold the line.
bristling over the State. Now Big Steel has done it,
Department’s withholding of again. No breach of faith, un-:

|

et Sk

Mans-

troops there.”

As revcaled by James
McCartney of the Knight
newspapers, here is a brief

\
. “
: R
S —
- I e

¢ summary-of American actm- '

'txes in Laos:

(oThe USs. Is providing-
5’ massive air support to the
Lroyal Laatian army now come,
 bating the Communists, ",

secret evidence on Laos which.

"as given to the committee in

four days of testimony last Oc-. )

tober.

_indignant over a vastly enlarg-
‘ed American participation in

Laos without public announce- -
_ times that nary a protest hasi

ment or Senate approval,

’ . ... Having been burned once in .
Approved For Release 2007/1 0/23 CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0 ™~ ==~

derstand, but prices are going.
.up “along with the industry.”: .
When steel goes up, so do the |

_costs ol thousands of other:
These senators are properly.

manufactured items in every-!
day use. Inflationary? Of
course.

It must be a sign of the'

been heard. !
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"DRV negotiator, just before en-:.

" “tering Thursday's session of thc’

. Paris peace talks, said he would .

side "agamst this very serious
act of war.'

"DRV’s Radio Hanoi said: “The :

. Amencam blatantly sent numer- By
: “ous aircraft lo violate the air .

; ‘space of the DRV, dropping ’

‘-

" others, Radio Hanoi reported.

* |bombs and machine-gunning pop-' |

"ulated areas west of Ha Tinh and

.- .Quang Binh provinces.”

. DRV anti-aircraft fire knocked
down three planes and damaged

Wednesday, MIG jet hghtem
shot down a U.S. rescue helicop-
ter which was trying to pick up ..
two American pilots "near the

Laos-North Vietnamese border. "'_ g
The U.S. airmen’s plane, an F-105 1
... 'Thunderchief based in Thailand, *

‘earlier had been shot down by
“what the U.S. command called -
: “Communist gunfire.”

. * r In Saigon, meanwhile, the U S.
| Embassy and the Saigon govern- .

. ment disclaimed any involvement
:in the U.S. military command’s ~
attempt to infiltrate the Saigon. .
press ‘corps with mlhtary Intc’l-
" ligence apents.

The two agents, Howard Heth-

- ?cnx and William T, Tucker, pos- .

“ed as newsmen and were issued 7
“ press cards by the U.S. command. .

- ,/The_agents were ldentified by

the Defense Department as meni- -

" ~bers of the army’s Criminal In-

%: vestigation Division (CID).
*.- The CID generally handles av-
" tual eriminal cases (thelt, mulr-

. der, elc.) involving army per-"

sonnel, But the two ageals’ mis- |
. sion was lo uncover American
newsmen's sources of information -
in South Vicinam. This would
" appear to place the mission with-
" in the province of the army Coun- -

« ter-Intelligence Corps (CIC) Jof .

deliver a stilf protest to the U. S.. o

In a Thursday broadcast, the 3

s
U.S. sources in the Saigon mil-v
itary command reported that on °

wv -

Daily World Foreign Departmcnt

Waves of U.S. bombers attacked the Democratlc Repubhc ‘of Vietnam on Wednes-
-day, the DRV charged and three U S planes« were shot down over Ha Tmh
. and Quang Binh provinces. ;- : ,

Colonel Ha Van Lau, dcputy

T
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the Central lntelhgence Agency ¥ McCarthy, Jr.

. (CIA). B

"“This is an amazing thing for -}
“me to learn about,’”’ a Saigon re- i
gime spokesman insisted, adding -
X he knew nothing about any such W
‘case. “We have mutual under-- 5.
standmg and cooperation with the
', U.S. Command,” he said. ,

Later, the U.S. command in *
.’ Saigon announced it had revoked -
".the press credentials of two Sai- -
- gon government agents who sim-
-{larly had tried to. infiltrate the"t

e

McCarthy was convxcted at the
1968 court-martial of killing a

{ Cambodian “agent who was a
=member of the “Khmer Serei”, ~

and also a member of Detach
‘ment B-57, Fifth.Special Forces
Group, based in Nhatrang, South

- Vietnam.

The - McCarthy case’ recalled
‘the arrest last year of eight
“Green Beret” officers, includ-
mg the commander of the Fiith

uSpecial Forces Group, on charges

L “corps of U.5, and foreign news- "‘of having murdered one of their
‘,men, on the same misslon as ~,"’South Vietnamese agents.

‘their  U.S.
. events follow on. the heels of
swccpmg repression unlcashed
by the Thicu-Ky clique agains

" Saigon " opposition - forces, |
CIA front in Cambodia §
* This weck, motions filed by de-""
fense lawyers before the Military
_Court of Review in Washingto
‘revealed that the CIA and "U.§,
~'Speclal Forces” used the so-°
< -calied "Free Cambodia"” (Khmer

l

 Serei) movement for secret op- ., b

eratlons in Cambodia, Laos and ,
. South Vietnam. The sworn testi-: ‘l
~.mony was given at the 1963 trial

-of Green Beret ‘Captain ‘John J.

counterparts, These’ "_ Trial

records disclose that!

- 'when Capt. McCarlhy was asked

what the “Khmer Serei” was, he. '

e

tion which plans the political

.. overthrow of the Cambodian gov- - G

{ernment." McCarthy said that a
U.S. government intelligence @
.agency, whose name he did not

i ‘reveal, was engaged in the same
.“type of eperations in Cambodia

- as the Special Forees. , ‘
So far as is known, the Daily
+World was the first U.S. news-
paper to charge, nearly a year
"ago, that the: “Khmer Sem” was
a front.for the ClA. ... "

. -
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rcplled that it “is an organiza-, '~
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\_,/’ an. offensive during . the rainy Timent, had to be crushed. Inten-

i

' ‘ The U.S. responded with a:

" 1in the Laos war, the pretext of

_ -%.communities in the Plain of Jars.

-over, and the Pathet Lao's logis-" i\ ith " the -Montagnards in Viet-s

PR

1

("

3
)
|

- will be powerless to stop them. . " . @ o

TNATPY WANT I
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U.S. rain of bomis.i

: . By HUGO HILL - 7. :"ras was North Vietnam two years;;support and logistics system.

. VIENTIANE, Laos (LNS)TiThé'ago' L o vien ini. This’ army—under’ the leader-
e g etueees teport peome e 1o tho o olorious Gonersl
2$300 million a ‘year to. crush’ the: out to work their ficlds only at’iVang Pao—is a- clandestine, u- oo
.Laos  revolution " and.:Is -having pioht  Markets in the liberated . official -body. " It is-". trained, '
seven less success-thanin ‘neigh-" towné open in the pre-dawn hours " equipped gnq financed. - by the
‘boring Vietnam: - " " an4 close at sunrise, so as not. CIA .and :is independent. of the

After seven years. of - [itfulsy, provide easy tai-g'ets. Life in . Royal Laos Govérnment.-, .."

A g :

E[ighting. the. Pathet' Lao revolu- ide has become so v Last s[_um‘mer‘ when"-\lgng'}’ﬂb's
-tionaries  control about - "three::g;:ﬁ:&‘:nt;‘;i refugees may now **iroops occupied the Plain of Jars

L R
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:fourths of the country .and have’, .o ctitute. one- : . something the Royal"Army had
icut all’the. roads in the govern-" f:{;;;::lt“te (')ne fourth of the popu " been upapl_e to do in sixyears.
*ment-controlled quarter. The Roy-" " Ameri¢an bombing is not lim-f- ‘The. secret army is only one
;;al'Laos- Government, a -servant-\-‘ ited to' the Plain of -Jars. but 'of the three prongs used by the .
“of the U.S., can lay claim only: qovers' most of liberated Laos,, American strategists” The others - .
‘to the capital city of Vientiane. jnciyding Sam Neua, the Pathet ' ~are U.S. bombs-and Thai mer- . -~ ..
‘and ‘about half a dozen other y., capital, and ‘Phong Saly. ' cenaries.. (Unofficial - estimates. o

‘towns and their environs. The Boin those provinces. had been'place the number:of. Thai artils,

 test of the country is either.un-y grapted to the. Pathet Lao under ¢ lérymen hereat 5,00)y. k2= 1 &

 inhabited or liberated.©  -.-' -.%" the Geneva Agreements.

- This basic situation remains - { Secret army

.unaltered despite the U.S. offen~,. yptil recently, -the -U.S. was

sive in the” Plain. of “Jars :last; ¢aupht 4n a bad bind here. The
. , | Pathet Lao, as part of the South

' In .June,. 1969, the Pathet I_,aoﬂl;?,thet Lao: as gart of the South--

‘pulled a surprise by. launching . o,ct Asian revolutionary move--

* season, when their logistics are ' .
oy : '€ 'cive bombing could not do -the
impaired. Pushing out from their job. Only iglantry can ‘occupy
,Plain_of Jars base, the revolu- - te)r;'itory. AR ‘
“tiohary forces captured. Muong:. gyt given home-front resistance
~Soul, a government-run town on"; ., ivasion -of . Vietnamm,: it..

. - 0" ‘{0 the invasion

ithe western-.edge of the Plain, .0 not been [easible; 't 'send:?
icut “the road between. Vientian€sy; ¢ Marines to Laas whose. own’;
~and Luang Prgbang! .and threat- "'ﬁ"‘Rt;)"'al ‘Army” Is the’ 6nl’y‘-’qﬁ i
(ened the CIA's military: head- 2y 'ipat makes the Saigon troopsy,
1 quarters at Long Cheng. “look . good by - corhpalji'sqn,j.-f;'lt';.’f

. “Seould not last a day in the field:;

- massive, secrecy-shrouded coun="{ - inst the Pathet Lao..~ ;. *% 7
! ter-of fensive. For the first time "Cfl-?éo e r . back on the

: - Laos war, he Preierl & - old . imperialist: principle of ~di-"; -
et ' ie G 3 ikl g conine

¢Phantom -jets ran a s:;iturati.m;':'-;-u‘é Meas,a _largeﬂmduntmn._tplbe‘g
{ bombing . inst- . all {with® deep’ historical ‘ resentment
¢ bombing campalgn against - all -1y .qinsy “the lowland Lao.: Pro-!
. " mising the Mcos future autonomy .-
But now the rainy season IS | (. game approach used earlier’

tics are simplified. Everyone , CIA.- M 000-: L R )
realizes that if the Pathet Lao: '3__';;9“‘})-52:‘9 h?:: aﬁﬁ?l‘::iz:& ?l:lnylf"'. _ B e T
call for a showdown in 'thes_rémm ;é" nusved.;.meu‘iaﬁdn A ,

Plain of Jars, the reactionaries’'

Americanbombing . &
The American answer -to thei .
-dilemma of Laos is more of the? . BRECAAEIE
' game, Since last summer’s offen-' g
:sive, bombing' has continued at!
'the almost incredible level of'
120,000 sorties per month. Libe- !
5.. rated Laos' is now' subject to |
ithe same, Intensity of - bombing :;
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T@m Txia Bwy WJ&S '}I'I‘newe a C@m.apa
“1"" sarily—firing at an unseen enemy. -

! “ Truth ls rhe First Casualty: The Gulf L lurking beﬁmd the blackness 0’; ’T_ t
i, of Tonkin Affair—Illusion and Ruhly misinformation. - oF b
" by Joseph C. Goulden. . - - oo hoa
1 A James B. Adler Inc. Book, - Not all will accept thc analogy be< iy F
published in association with- _tween . Washmglon and a confused!f'h
B Rand McNally, 233 pp $6 95 . ‘'young seaman, but this hardly lessens 'L"'
' Pelcr D1le Scotl . the importance of, Goulden’s patient * ac
i - , -; researches. The author of a book on 1ish
- Seaman Patrick N Park on the m;,ht AT&T and a former reporter for the.ffre

. of August 4, 1964, was- directing the' Philadelphia Inquirer, Goulden has - 'tk

. gun-control radarof the USS Maddox,: Made good use of his years of experi- | at
i For three hours he had heard torpedo’ €nce in Washington. He has not really-| ‘M
! reports from the ship’s sonarman, and: Written a “thesis” book; his method is P
i he had seen, two or three times, the 10 stick closely to official documents " w
¢ flash of guns from a nearby destroyer, (above all the neglected Fulbright | g
{.thc Turner Joy, in the rainy darkness,: Committee llearing of 1968)" and te
[ But his radar could find no fargets,’ first-hand interviews with witnesses the ' ige
‘| “only the occasional roll of a wave as| Committee failed to call, mcludmg4 P
Seaman Park. At times he can 'be ;"

o

o ¢ “What ‘are we shooting at; ..

e

§ it breaks into a whitecap.™ At last, Just‘
* faulted for believing so much what was I l

‘ before midnight, a target: “a damned
told him in the Pentagon Even so, the

zblg one, right on us...about 1,500
i yards off the sidé¢, a nice fat bhp " He aesult is dcvastatmg It - is now evcn'
“was ordered to open fire;' lucklly.x more clear that the Tonkin Guif -

)

i orders.

~ Just bcl‘ore I pushed the tngger I
suddenly realized, That's the.
Turner Joy . ... Ther'e was a lot
of yelling of “Goddamn** back and’
. forth, with the bridge telling me-
to "frre before we lose contact,”
1. ’and. me yelling right back ‘at.
4 them.... [ finally told them;
i “I'm not opening fire until I know:
't where the Turier Joy is.* The
bridge got on the phone and said, - 4
"Turn on your _lights, - Tumer"
Joy.” Sute enough, there she was,
right in the cross hairs... ],500
yards away. If | had frrcd, it
would have blown it clean out of °
the water. In fact, I could have |
) been shot for noar _squeczing the .
“trigger. Then peopic started asking,

ik
I
i

i
i
i

i
Il

i
|
r

]
1
|
|

We _all began calming down. The
whole llring seemed to end lhcn i

, Gouldcns l'.nsunatlng book, which -
has galhcrcd much new information.
‘about the Tonkin Gulf incidents, seer, !

“the expericnce of Patrick Park as, wnh n

;one excephon, a microcosm of theql
entlre Tonkin affair-—. I ,,]
: © jllustrating | lhc confusion between :

" jllusion and reality and the inclina-, .
tion of man to act upon facts as ._,-?*

he anticipates they should’ bel._\;n
rather than’ what rational examina-.. ;
tion shows them fo be. The ex- .|
ception is that Park refused to ",
squceze the firing key, while Wash-,
. ington acted on the” basis oﬂ'
assumption, not fact~hastilv. pre~

+
J

however, not all seamen bhndly folﬂow Resolution (in his words)’ “*contains the .

T o

" and South Vrctnamese thrents to carry |
i

2’

I

!
fatal taint of deception.” The Adminis- f
‘tration, had withheld much’ vital in->,
formation in formulatmg the'. srmple
story of ‘“‘unprovoked attack"
which that resolution was pushed
through Congress W B

RO

'The Maddax, nccordmg to McNa-f
"mara in 1964, was on a “‘routine patrol |
m international waters.” In fact ‘it was;
‘on an electronics intelligence (ELINT) ..
‘or spy. mission for the National Securi-
Ity Agency and CIA. One of its many V
mtclhgence requirements "orders’ was
(“to stimulate Chicom-North, Vletnam--
'ese electronic reaction,” ie., to pro-.
I.voke . the” North Vietnamese into, ;
turnmg on their defensive radars 50 !
“that the frequencies could. be
“méasured, To this end, between August .
Jland 4, the Maddox repeatedly simu-.
lated attacks by moving toward the '
‘shore’ with its. gun control radar ‘
{ ‘mechanism turncd on, as if it were
. preparing to shoot at” targets. in so .
domgl it violated the twelve-mile hmrt -
which Pentagon officials thought North ¥ f
'-Vretnam claimed: for her  territorial |
waters Far from being “routine,” this 3
was only the third such patrol in the [

— e =~_£x .

i, Tonkin Guif in thirty-two months; and - |

.the North Vietnamese had to assess rt 1
in the context of a recent US burld-up L

thc war north.
On July 31, just before thc patrol

:*| " thie .South Vietnamese had for the first l ' v
cipitously, petha Approved For Release 2007/10/23 : CIA- RDP80- 01601R000700060001-0

heard North Victnamese ~orders to.
position a defensrve ring of PT boats
around Hon Me after the first South. ’

_Vietnamese attack on the North Viet-

. namese jslands, as well as speculatrons
'about the possible link bctween the
. Maddox and the raids,". !

_ Near Hon Me on the morning of.
\ugust 2 the NSA._
intercepted orders for PT boats to
" attack the  Maddox. Captain Hemck
" aboard. the 'Maddox cabled to his ‘
superxors in Honolulu that "contmu-'.
ance of patrol presents an unacceptable;
nsk " but’ was ordered’ to. resume his -

: itinerary. The Maddox -returned to-a :

'/ point ‘eleven mrles from Hon Me island,
and then heard a North Vletnamese

.order for its attack. This was the_. ‘
_prelude for the first incideat of August -
[ 2-it
i\, Vietnamese attack " was -ordered and’
‘I According to The New York Times

Jis clear both that a North

(Aug. 11, 1964, p.15) the Ticonder-
oga’s Task. Force Commander Rear
Admiral Robert B, Moore “indicated
that the dcstroycr might have been
two. or three miles inside the I2-mile
limit set by Hanor for mtcrnatronal
waters.” :

McNamara told lhe Commmcc that-
the Maddox could simulate an attack
on the coast. by turning’ on special

transmitters, but ‘the Pentagon later
id the shlp «.arned passwe cqurpment

technicians« .

L2 Oty A,



750 sorties in one day

C CIA "air force’

By -JAMES FOSTER
scripps-Howord Staft Writer

UDORN, Thailand, Jan. 27 — The United

States is throwing” more and more of its own

air power and support for native ground forces
into the struggle against Communist take-over
of Laos.

', U.S. air missions into Laos are said to be up
‘100 per cent over a year Bgo. Some days a8
many as 750

Laotian government troops can’t stand up
'against the estimated 40,000 North Vietnamese
‘and 30,000 Pathct Lao Comvmunist rebels who
‘already control the eastern hal{ of the country,
adjacent to North Vietnam, ., = '~ | -

- {:lt,; the, semaining hall is to be saved

e
PR -

<y
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bombing sorties are flown from .
'seven strategically located bases in Thailand.
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‘, part that stands as abulfer along Thailand's
border — it is apparent the United States will
have to do it.

bases in Thailand are U.S.-built, -financed and

“tun, but title was turned over to the Royal .

Thai Air Force. In this manner the United
- States becomes a guest and can’t be accused
. of owning any baseg where it {sn't supposed to,

Several. of these bases are within a stone's

throw. of the Thai-Laotian border. Air control-.

“Jers at Nakhon Phanom, in the northeast, for

_instance, watch the sun rise over Laotian
mountains 13 miles away. The border is only
10 miles away.

. And Udorn, south of the border, is 10 mine .
the_, utes by jet from the Plain of Jars, main battden...

Lo '

fiohling fn Laos

For similar reasons the seven operating air

S

.+ STATOTHR

ground in the sce-saw fight for control of the’
northern sector of Laos. ,

Udorn is said to be the busiest field in Thai--
fand with 6,500 U.S. Air Force personnel (there
are 38,000 in all of Thailand) and an undis--
closed number. of civilians working for Air

- América.

Air America is the largest of two air forc:g.

“operated by the U5, Central Intelligen
- Agency (CIA). The second is Continental Alri

Service.

L]

-, Other U.S. civilians hired by the CIA give

.on-the<job training to guerrillas, operate a

- ¢ommunications network along the border,

"carry out inteligence missions and run other
clandestine errands, . '
The CIA also hires Thai guerrillas and sup-
ports a 40,000-man army of Lao hill tribesmen.’
By using civilians and the Air Force the U.s.
hedges its claim of having no *‘combat troops”
inside Laos. , )
' While ground operations are relatively inex-

tipensive and inconspicuous, Air America and
i Continental Air Service are not. They seem to

ibe everywhere. But their cost, which might
jindicate the scope of their operations, is hid-
:den in the CIA ‘budget which is immune to
(publi A W FE ¥
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S Q Was President Richard Nixon tellmg the nation the’“““"*““m
“o v Ltruth when he announced at a press conference that; -~ .- .
f we have no combat troops fighting the war in Laos? =
v L =P.T.Y., Durham, N.C. 3
L {'A. Technically he was telling the truth. We have no e o _
... 'US. ground forces fighting in Laos. But American air- o I
T Ymen have been there for years. The truth is that the V/
e e Se ,US., through the CIA, is paying a clandestine army of; . - -~
T TR ~an estimated 40,000 Meo Hill tribesmen to fight the ol
s T TR tNorth Vietnamese intruders and the Pathet Lao reb-;
et L RPN IRTT ;els. In addition to CIA personnel, we ' have more than3
LUt e i70 assistant military attachés at the U.S. Embassy.in)
Lyierm“a‘ng !gho are advlsmg ;he Laotian a mm

O T T TV
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[ There is “no written or onal
[defense commitment to L_aos"

to back up the largely secvet
-U.S. involvement in two kinds
of wars in that nation, the
Senate was told in closed ses-
sion last month,

A heavily eensored tran-
sceript of Senate debate- on
Deec. 15 about American activi-
ities in Laos wag made¢: public
yvesterday. The Senate: went
into executive sessionto.dis-
cuss an amendment to prevent’
the use of defense funds. to in-

into Laos or Thailand.

i - The transcript showed con-
‘sidcrable dispute about US.
"activities in Laos and the im-

‘plications of the limiting

;amendment, . . sponsored - by
~&en. John Sherman Cooper
V(R-Ky.) and Senate Majority
:Leader Mike Mansficld (D-

:Mont.). The amendment was,

ipassed afterward by a 72-to-17
;roll call vote.

. The record confirms what
ithe United States officially
‘never has admitted: that the
‘United States is heavily en-
‘gaged in- the war over Laos
‘itself, as well as heing en:
gaged——whxch 18 officlally ad-.

RN ER R =

troduce U.S. ground troopsi:

23 JAN 1970

H il @@)ﬁswn @mught Out
US. T roop Activity in, Laos

mitted—in “interdiction”
the Laotian segments of the
Ho Chi Minh trails uscd «by
North Vietnam to infiltrate
the South.

Sen. Frank Church (D~Idah0)
said in the debate that “the
present (U.8.) activitics in the
nature of .aerial sortiés over
Laos are in violation of the
{(Geneva) accord” of 1962 on
Lactian neutrality. That ex-
change 'was partly deleted by
administration censors, along
with many others.

The fragmentary transeript
shows’ Sen. Allen J. Ellender
(D-La.) and Sen. John C. Sten-
‘nis (D-Miss.)feporting that the
pending defense bill included
%94 million to support the
Royal Laotian Army. But that
is only a portion of the cost}.
involved, eritics charge. Sen.

1

{J. Wiltiam Fulbright (D-Ark.),

chairman of the Senate  For-
eign Relations Committee, pre-
viously said the United States
was supplying, arming, train
ing and supporting an anti-
Communist guerriila army of
36,000 men in Laos, -

The transcript shows Sen
Jacob K. Javits (R-N.Y) ask-

ing:. “Are the local forces (In

il e ‘¢.~v.~ A.A_.sk.\

- staff (deleated) »

STATOTHR

f(Laos) rcferred to, Amerlcan
or indigenous forces?” p
Mansfield: “They are 1nd1g-
enous forces, -both Thal and
Laotian.”
It was unclear if Mansfwld
was. referring to Thai forces|

from Thailand, or Thais indig-|
enous to Laos, Thailand in- .

sists it has no iroops fighting:
in Laos. However, there have:
been frequent reports of some*

Thai military personnel n’
Laos. oo o ’
At one point, the record:
shows, Mansfield said: “If we:
did not subsidize the Laotians,:
they would not last for a fort-
night” against pro- Commumst
troops. .
The unofficial American
position ‘is that the United
States gave military support:
to the anti-Communist forces
in Laos only after the Com-
munists first violated the Ge-
neva accords. In the debate,
Fulbright said there is no right
in international law “that if
someone else violates the laws,
you are also entitled to do it.”
The United States repeated-
ly has said it has *no ground
combat .troops” in Laos.
" In the Senate, a question
about the number-and func-

ition of U.S. military personnel.
}in . Laos produced this answer‘
{in the- censored record:

““There are~ (deleted) U. 8.
military personnel’ stationed’
in Laos. These are either part,
of or “attached to the: attache‘

e e T SR o G 500
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PUBLIC RELATIONS EFFORTS OF
THE PENTAGON

Mr. FULBRIGHT. Mr. President, T

ask unanimous consent to have printed

in the Reconp at this point a news arti--

cle from the January 3 Albuquerque

- Journal reporting the appearance in Al-

buquerque of & team of officers from the
North American Air Defense Command,
whose mission, apparcntly, was to drum
up public support for a bigger and more
costly defense system. This propagan-

dizing for public support of higher mili- .
_tary spending typifics the problem of -

the Defense Department's public rcla-
tions program, ‘about which'I made &
series of speeches in the Senate last

. December. According to the news story,

i

one of the officers in the team, Army
"Mnj. Kenneth J. Cook, sndd:

Although today's defenso forces cannob
stop cither an intcrcontinental batlistie mis-
slle (ICBM) attack or a missile attack from
a submarine force, the United Statcs is bo-
ginning to concentrate on a new systom
which would be effective agninst these
nttacks. . .

Colled Snfegunrd, the plan would use' in=

novations in randar and both long- apd shorte-"

_range interceptor mlssﬂcs.

‘The major's presentation came short--

ly after his Air Force team colleague
sald:

. In the event of a missile attack (from the
Soviets Union), you could expect 16 to 20
minutes warning time .., . But our systems

.-+ 7 ,-only warn the people. We can tell them when

X

.. .- last year,

they're coming, but we can’t stop them.
Presentations of the type of material

. to the public in this edge-of-war context

" appear to me to take on a sophisticated

form of lobbying when we realize that

" additions to the already controversial
Safeguard system are being contem-

plated for debate during the upcoming

" .congressional session.
- In fact this whole team project ap- .
pears to follow the line of the Starbird "

memorandum for promoting the Safe-

QTATOATHR ‘

the team. “But our systems only warn the
people. We can tell when thoy're coming,
but we can't stop them.”

Another team member, Army Ma). Kene

neth J. Cook, sald nlthough today's defense .

forces cannot stop cither an Intercontinental
balllstic missile (ICBM) anttack or a misslie
attnck from a submnarine force, tho Uniled
‘Btates 1s beginning to concentrate on o new
aystem which would be cffoctive againgt these

- nttneks,

Called Snfegunrd, the plan would use in-
novations in radar and both long- and short-
range interceptor misstles,

The major snid the basic functions of the
8afegunrd system would be “to protect our

retallatory forees, protect against a possible .’

attack in the future from Communist China

and protect agalnet an accldental attnek.' -

Cook sald NORAD oflicials believe if the

Soviet Union declares war on the Uniled '

Btates “they would commence aclivity with
o surprise attack and follow quickly with
manned bombors.”

In tho opening phnse of tho three-part
presentntion, a ecaptain in the Canadinn
*Armed Forces, Donald Kidd, described the
Russian bomber system and misslle program.

“The bomber is still an cffective and efii-
"elent wenpon,” he said, adding the Soviet
Union has bombers capable of flylng non-
stop mlssions to any point In the United:
Btates. ) )

He said the Soviet Unlon's missile system
fs particularly advanced, More than 1700

“ICBMs are included In the program—oand-

_they have o range of “In excess of 6500 miles."”
The Soviet submarine force is growing rap-
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How HaNo1 Sres NIXow
{By Richard J. Barnet)

Tive days
3 speech I
discusstons on tho war, Including a long
interview with Premicr Pham Van Dong.
. Boveral days after my return I met with tho

Tresldent Nixon's November

rrived in Hanol for o serica of *

main Victham pdvisors of the US Covern- °

ment, including Henry Kisslnger, After my
talks with the strategists on both sides 1t

became clear to me that IIanol and Washe -

ington are not fighting the same war.

The analysls of the enemy s completely ..

different in the two capitals, The North Viet-
namese do not judge how well or how badly
thoy are doing by counting hbodles or coms=
poring this month's sintistica with those of
Inst month, They look at trends on tho
battlefleld nnd always concentrate on thelr
long-term political consequences. They note
thal from 1065 to tho present the US Gov=
ernment tried to win a milltary. victory with
500,000 troops, that it falled, anad that it had

to move its forces Into defenulve positions *

sand to begin withdrawing them. The leaders
of the Nixon Administration are optimistic
because nfter the continual aerial pounding
of Viet Cong positions it 13 now possible to

formerly it was risky.

The North Vietnamese do not use travel
but the ablility to govern as a criterion of
politicnl success, They admit that they have
taken serious losses in the South. In a recent
captured document distributed by the State

. drivo safely in parts of South Vietnam whero .

Department they allude to the higher deser-

tion rate by conceding that “a number of

idly with about eight new Polaris-type sub-g Party members have gone o far &g to sur-

marines being produced annually, he -said.

Kidd also sald Red China 18 expected to
“have "mid-range missiles” by the end of.
the year and “moderate-range” missiles by
the mid-1970s. . :
~ Copp snid the functions of NORAD are to
"detect, identify and, if necessary, destroy"”
any flylng object which poses a threat to
the safety of the population on the North
Amerlenn continent. .

Heo sndd although the defense system would
be moderately effective against o moanned,

- bomber attack, the method still poses a-

"mojor threst.” . .
"They (bombers) could mine our harbors,
hit multiple targets and use both chemical

. guard system, which I had thought thfm""?“"me warfaro,” he said,

" Secretary of Defense had done away with

The floor manager of the Defense ap-

" ' propriations bill, the senior Senator {rom

" Louisiana, assured me that the Appro-

* priations Committee will take a good

hard look at the Pentagon’s public af-

: -+ falrs program this year. I hope that Con-

L

’

RN

™~

o7 gress will take effective steps this sedsion

“to bring the Pentagon’s public relations
apparatus under control,
There being no objection, the article
.was ordered to be printed in the IReconp,
as follows:

_' , - [From the Albuguerguo Journal, Jan. 3, 1070)

... &, USB, DEFENSE

ONLY Wanns, COLONEL BAYs
(By Mike Padget)

" fensive capabllity to stop a missile ottack
from the Soviet Union, & member of the

North American Alr Defense Command -
- better informed public discussion of the

(NORAD)

Friday.
The three-member team, emphasizing

they were speaking in behalf of NORAD'’s

briefing team told newsmon

" commander in chlief, made thelr presentae

- tion at the Albuquerque Press Club in the
* Downtowner, s :

“In event of a missile attack, you could
expect 18 to 30 minutes warning time,” said

Alr Force 14, Ool. Willlam H. Oopp, who heads

«
LI

o

The United States does not have the de- -

' HOW HANOI SEES NIXON-

Mr. FULBRIGHT. Mr. President, the
January 29 issue of the New York Re-
view of Books contains an interesting
article by Richard J. Barnet, entitled
S How IIanol Sees Nixon,” based on the
author's conversations last November
with North Vietnamese and NLF officials
in Hanol. After his return he reported
on his conversations to U.S. officials con-

7egerned with Vietham policy. e sum-

marized the dliference in viewpolnts by
writing that, “Aftcr my talks with ‘tho
strategists on both 'sides 16 became clear
to mo that Hanoi and. Washington are,
~not fighting the same war.”

“We know all too little about the think-

. ing of the other side and Mr, Bornet'’s

report is a significant contribution to

prospects for success of the administra-.
tion’s policy. i ' ~

I ask unanimous consent that. the:

article be printed-in the Recoro’ at this
point. . -

There being no objection,’ the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,,
os follows: - . -0 il T

I 3 I [
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render to the enemy and betray the natlon.”

In North Vietnam itself there is evidence of °

hardship brought by the bombing, Includs-
ing shortnges of power, fuel, and, above all,
. housing.

Nevertheless, I was struck by the mood -’
.. of confidence in the North Vietnamese capi- -
tal. Tho leader of ‘the NLF in Hanoi told me, - .
“We are gaining in the cities,” It is now pos=- - Ty

* gible, they say, to obtain NLI literature any=-

where in Salgon, More and more members of S

the middle class are making accommodations

with the NLF, Officials of the Front also told - ;
me that they have a large military head= .

_quarters in Baigon itself. It 1s true that,

under sustained B-52 attacks, the NLF had . -

to withdraw from areas long under its con-
.trol. But this development hardly bears out
the optimistic prediction of a “gecure’’ Viet-
nam by 1073 now being made in Washingion
by Sir Robert Thompson and other paclfica=
stion experts. Even the most optimistic ra=

ports do not ciaim that the Thieu regime is .

‘now nble to establish a legitimate order in
former Viet Cong arcas or:to attract the
. loyalty of the people, The North Victnamesa

" are convinced that a paclfichtion programi
which depends upon sustained Amerlcan: .

- hombing fa n steategy for prolonging the war
rather than ending it, Thoy know that the

bombing further allenaten the people from . .

the Americans and thoy bolteve that when
onoupgh US troops withdraw, “the puppot gov-
ornment and army will collnpso.”

The political and military analysia of U8,
_strntegy I heprd In Hanol was in almost every
case subsequently confirmed by some of the
highest officials of our government. The Viet-
namese are avid readers of U.§. News and

World Report and The New York Times. They *

make 1t thelr business to know the current
Washington analysts of the war and they try

to understand the popular mood. Washing= '

ton's political Intelligence on North Viet-
nam, on the other hand, seemed of a much
- lower order. While State Department and
OIA analysts are handicapped by the lack of

. published sources and personal contacts in

Hanol, U.8. oficials compound their problem
by falling to read carefully what the North

1R000700060001-0

‘Vistnamese do publish, What the Vietnamess” -
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By TAMMY ARRBUCKLE"
“Special to The Star

VIENTIANE — The United
States is almost tolally respon-
-sible for the logistics of Lao
‘government forces in the cur-
rent, war against North Viet-

namese and Communist Pa- -

thet Lao forces in Laos, well-
informed sources here admit.

Top Lao officials no longer
bother to deny the fact. “We

could not do without American |

logistic support. We need it to

i survive against the Commu~

inists,”* says one Laotian.

| This American logistics op-

“eration is carried out entirely

by American civilians and by

U.S. military men in

civilian-cover roles. This is be-

:cause Washington shies away .
‘from admitting its military in-

ivolvement in Laos for political

Xeasons.

* Both the men and aircraft

‘concerned in these operations,

therefore, are claimed by U.S. -
officials to be — and often are
i~ part of the yearly $52 mil--
‘lon aid program in Laos. .

The operations include the
movement of troops, ammuni-
tion and food to battle arcas in
the mountains, and evacuation

~of government wounded. The

missions arve often under fire
and are carried out by two
American companies — *'Air
Amcrica” and “Continental
Airlines.” —_—
Questioned by reporters
about these companies, U.S.
Embassy officials give. the
stock reply that the firms are .
private companies under char-
ter to the American Agency
for International - Develop-
ment. According to the embas-
sy officials, the two companics
are engaged in flying rice to
200,000 refugees made up
mostly of tribespeople flecing
North Vietnamese and Pathet
Lao troops. . .
The beauty of this reply is
that Air America, besides its '
military activities,” does fly
.many thousands of tons of rice
.and other foodstuffs to the ref-
ugees. :
To bolster this image, corre-

t

i “:} rrj "3: BTN A 4 R
ed Planes

"kok to Udorn. There they are

te 1o Eiald Commliad
ts in Freld Supplied

,/' ﬁ, Ir{’ﬂ N,
Charter

0 50 stored in concrete warehouses
“-}:;T”" _encircled by a series of wire .
ies Loang - . fences with manned sentry
vang ' towers and floodlights. Storage

P”‘b"'"g arcas are spaced wide apart o

prevent attacks by Thai Com-:
munist terrorists. '

At Udorn, ammunition ‘is
loaded aboard C123 transports.
These transports, colored sil-

o LAOS ver, have no identification
marks apart from a “Stars &
V‘ENT{Q\‘NE (,f'\um-\ Stripes” on the tail.
W“ planes are chartered to the
s Sy~ |f{or these particular flights.
. T}-; A‘:gx}zo lsaeh plane’s load and des-

tination is decided by Ameri-
can “Requirements Office”
personnel, The Requirements

.sponden(s are allowed to go on ',
these rice-drop flights.
" The aircraft, usually a C47 'the American aid compound in
transport, is loaded with 5 tons ; Vientiane comes under CIA
of rice by Filipino, Thai and :and Pentagon auspices, Amer-
Lao carge handlers af Vienti- icanssay. - ) ,
ane’s Wattay Airport. Any- Its location is the aid corn-
“where from 20 to 50 minutes pound is part of the cover sto-
.after takeoff, the plane drops Iy. .
into a mountain bowl or eir- There are presently 87 re-

© cles over a ridge parlially hid- quirements officers in Laos. t
They are ex-military person- /iwere on surrounding ridges

den by clouds. i are. !
While the eraft cireles, two |nel hired by the CIA. Some o

\
STATOTHR

'Office, though it is situated i:/,
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Air America employs 133
_ American pilots, Continental
emplays 73.

The two companics have ap-
proximately 70 aircraft and 20
helicoplers which carry out
both AID and arms flights. Air

" America pilots rececive base

. pay of aroQnd $20,000 per ycar
v for 70 flying hours, a month,

 Hours over 70 are OvcrtimeSTATOTHR

* at higher pay rates.

The pilots are worth every
dollar, Laos terrain and
weather meandangerous:
flying conditions. Craggy
mountains are covered by lay-
crs of thick fog, smoke from
tribesmen  burning off forest
for opium fields, or are hidden
by monsoon rains,

.Aboard a green, unmarked
Air America H34 “Sikorsky”"
helicopter with an American
crew; this correspondent sat

Informed sources say the ot boxes of M36 hand gren.‘;

Ades with two teen-aged Lao !

carbines fearfully as we cir-
cled looking vainly in a thick
mountain fog for our landing
zoue north of the royal capital,
Luang Prabang,

Finally we ' skimmed he-
tfween two barely seen peaks
to land on a site 100 yards
square encircled by a shallow
trench withr bunkers. Govern-
ment {roopers unloaded the
grenades, and within minutes,
the chopper was back in the,
air. The crew was in a hurry
because Communist troops

‘and the tiny garrison feared a

Central Intelligence Agency/troopers who clutched their.

ithem control warehouses bulg- mortar attack on the helicop-

Americans in the cockpit scan
the drop zone for recognition
-signals showing the area is in:
“friendly hands. Then a bell
buzzes, signalling the drop is
on. “Kickers” . (cargo han-
dlers) — usually Thais — trun-

+ dle the rice sacks stacked on
‘plywood pallets down a roller

coaster of metal strips and
wheels to the fuselage door.
Then the sacks are sent cas-
cading down to the drop zone,

“The plane flies 7 times round

under the mountain peaks,
then heads back to Vientian:
‘for another load, . -

Base in Thailand

Correspondents,  however,
are not officially permitted on
the arms flights. These flights
originate from what pilots re-
fer to as “Tango” —Ameri-
ca's Udorn airbase in north-
east Thailand, 32 miles from
the Lad.border.

Plies are_trucked from Bang-iripyted by light aircraft and |

Ammunition and other sup-‘

ting with. arms and other mili-
‘tary = equipment upcountry..
{The warehouses are marked
las aid warehouses.
| Dropping or landing zones
for both AID and arms car-
‘goes are known by Air Ameri-
;ca pilots as’ “sites.” Thesc
|sites are assigned numbers
from 1 up to as high as 200;-
(names are seldom used. Other
;sites have girl’s names such
las “Mary,” or names derived
dfrom code such as “Hotel In-
idia.” .
. The sites are divided into
“Lima,” sites where larger
‘aireraft can land, and STOL
sites (short landing and take-
off) for Air America’s single .
engined Helio Couriers and
Pilatus Porters. o
Seme sites can only take.a
helicopter, "

Over 200 Pilots Used

Cargoes are taken by trans-
tts to Lima sites, then disd

¢

|
Ppo
-

ter.
Americans Nervous

Sitting later in' a Lao com-
mand post under Communist
fire, this reporter heard a Lao-
tian major talking nervous.
Americans onto their drop;
run. “What the hell is going on,

down there,” asked one nerv-' .

ous pilot, seeing the bursting
rounds from a Communist

. mortar,

“It’s all right, come on in,”

" the Lao major radioed calmly,

Some of the C123s missed the
,drop zone but the last aircraft

put its load of lots of 200 105
mm. howitzer ammunition on
.the center of the zone — and.
Lao troops whooped it up.

Other American crewmen’
are drawing more dangerous
assignments.

One helicopter pilot said be
been landing Lao commandos.
“right on top of Pathet Lao
command posts” under auto-

‘paatic gun fire,

vontinued
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The weather and mountains,
however, kill more Amcrican
~erewmen  than the Commu-
nists do, sources say. i

It is not known low many
American crewmen have died
in the past decade during such
operations, though at least two
died in the past few weeks,

Although correspondents un-
officially bhave: been on the
arms flights, the curtain of
seercey is likely to remain on
the operation. Informed
sources say CIA officials bear
heavily in mind the political’ \/
climate in the Uniled States
concerning U.S. involvement
in Southeast Asia.

They fear publicity could
cause a public outery to cease
these operations, though they
are successful and small com
pared to North Vietnamese op- .
erations in Laos.

. Other Americans here, how-

ever, wan{ the American in-
volvement to be revealed
arguing that public approval
would come once the need for
a scope of America’s opera-
tions here was explained.
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. and by all odds the most somnolent,

© light as those being enjoyed (or suf- .

THE NEW YORK TIMES MACAZINE

VIENTIANE, Laos.

F the Congressional subcommitiee !
looking into United States in-
volvement in Laos had paid a
visit to this capital city in the guise
of ordinary tourists, its members
might have come away with at least
two unexpected impressions. First of
all, after 2 few days in Vientiane-—
which a British diplomat once de--
scribed as “a rather sordid Garden of
Eden”—they might well have con-
cluded that, far from being at war,

"Laos isn't even in a state of par-

ticular unrest. Second, they might .
have decided that not only is there

no widespread American involve-

ment, there arc practically no Ameri-

cans here at all.

A closer inspection would alter
both conclusions, but the fact re-
mains that at first, or even. second,
sight, Vientiane hardly seems.a city
with the enemy quite literally at the
gates—a unit of Pathet Lao soldiers
passed the night within two Kkilo-
meters of the city limits not long
ago. Their side controls the entire .
eastern half of the country, which
includes the areas bordering on North
and South Vietnam, The Government
forces control the main towns and
villages to the west, and the Mekong
River Valley.

The seat of Prince Souvanna Phou-

“ma’s Government, Vientiane is the

administrative capital of the country,
as distinct from the royal capital at
Luang Prabang; and from news dis-
patches on its strategic and political
importance, one could easily imagine
it as a teeming national center on
the order of Bangkok or, at any rate, -
Kuala Lumpur. In fact, it is the small-
est capital in Asia (about 130,000 is
the population figure usually given,
but no census has ever heen taken,
either of the city or of the country),

Residents claim it is now undergoing

 a boom period, which to judge from

past accounts may well be true; but
in Laos, bhooms, like most ofher
things, tend to be muted, and it is
hard to see Vientiane’s in the same

S———————————
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By WILLIAM wmmg;m

i fered) by certain cities across the -
' - two small places brazen enough even !

Mekong River in Thailand.
Apart from the peculiarities of Lao-

- tian temperament, one reason for

this is undoubtedly the absence of !

the obvious American influence so

. evident in Thai centers of U.S. mili-
tary activity like Korat, Ubol and’
. Udorn Thani, all of which are rela-

tively close to Laos on the other side
of the river. In those places, the in-
fluence is all-pervasive, and for any-

“one who knew them in the old days

it has rendered them almost unrecog-

_nizable. The streets are bustling with

‘American traffic and lined with bars,

. pizza shops and massage - parlors
' bearing American names, -and the
: Americans themselves, both service-

men and dependents, are much in

- evidence everywhere.

: VENTIANE, on the other hand, for
* all its importance in the politics of
. Southeast Asia, has remained sub-
. stantially what it was before any
. newspaper editor ever heard of it: a
- leisurely, slightly rundown French
| colonial town built on the site of an
. ancient capital to administer a re-
' mote country that had (and has) few -

roads, no railways and a population

. described fondly by one observer as
“the least urgent souls on earth.”

An American who came here in the
mid-fifties, as part of what might be

" called the advance pguard, summed up

the atmosphere of the capital as
“tranquillity just this side of Rip Van
Winkle,” and claimed its principal

activities to be “picknicking on Sun-

day, watching the sun set over the

“Mekong and playing badminton in
-the front yard.” The pace has un-

deniably picked up since, but it is

still a long way from being hectic,
- and the dominant mood is still a gen-

tle mixture of French decadence and
. Laotian distaste for unseemly dis-

plays of activity.
The cuisine in the better restau-
rants Is, or aims at being, French,

* and if the menus include curiosities
" like hamburgers, the offer is made

very discreetly, near the end. There
are numerous pdtisseries selling deli-

cious'French bread, but only one or ;-

to attempt a pizza. At night, the '
prostitutes along the Mekong em- |
pankment murmur not “Hey, Joe,” but.

. “Monsieur, un moment, S'il vous

. plait.” If there is a Coca-Cola sign in ;

the entirc downtown area, it is re- :
. markably well concealed. :
As in every other part of Asia |
today, Japanese automobiles pre-’
. dominate, but if it isn’t a Datsun.
‘ or a Toyota weaving in and out of
" the pedicabs on Rue Samsenthai, it's
more likely to be a Citroén than a
Ford. In the bar of the Hotel Lane
Xang, Vientiane’s -largest, one en-
counters a considerable, variety of .
nationalities, ranging from Czech to.
Indian, but very rarely an American,

i “outside a few embassy types and an

" about 70 _
“tachés.” In addition, an indeterminate

occasional tourist straying from Thai-
land. 7‘

Lowd
W%?HAT makes all this somewhat:

" extraordinary is that there are, by’

" official count (which most people
here regard as very conservative),.
slightly more than 2,000 Americans, .
including dependents, in Laos, and

" most of them are in Vientiane. The’
majority of these are supposedly
working for the United States
Agency for International Develop-

ment (USAID), an organization that
in Laos includes military as well as

" other kinds of aid, though many of
"+hem undoubtedly have duties not

covered in official job descript?ons. |
Open military assistance by outsiders :
was prohibited by the Geneva Ac- ¢

" cords of 1962, which permitted only

the French military mission to re- :
main, but neither the Government .
nor the Pathet Lao has ever taken

. this very seriously.

The American Embassy in Vien- '

_tiane, which has by far the 1argc.est :
staff of any of the foreign embassies |
"and a telephone book thicker than !

the one for all of Laos, admits to
“assistant military at-

ase 2007/10/23 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700060001-0 - -1ued
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\/mumber of the local Americans are’
either C.LA, or employes
agency, which has taken over many
of the functions of the former mili-
tary representatives. The CIA. fi-
nances, or is generally believed to
finance, both Air America (207 Amer-
icans officially employed) and Conti-
nental Air Charter (73 American em-
ployes), on whose planes supplies
and personnel are flown to landing
strips all over the country.

Though there are no outward signs

"of the American military presence on .
the streets of Vientiane itself — not

even an  occasional  army
vehicle—there is a good deal
of activity at the airport: big-
bellied transport planes for
dropping supplies up-country
and a large number of heli-
copters and two-nian trainer
planes. (There is even more of
this sort of thing to be seen
at the tranquil little royal
capital of Luang Prabang, to
which American supply planes
frequently fly direct from Thai
bases.)

And, up-country, there is
a sizable group of other Amer-
icans, not included in any cm-
bassy count, whose job is the
arming, training and paying

i of an irregular “Armde Clan-

destine,” composed mostly of
tough, highly individualistic
Meo hill tribesmen who are
regarded as more reliable
fighters against the Pathet
Lao than the regular Govern-
ment forces.

Whether one accepts the
official or unofficial figures
for the number of Americans
at present in Laos, it is still,
proportionately, as large as
the number stationed in many
of those cities that have been
so dramatically transformed

- in Thailand.* Moreover, Amer-

jcan aid to Laos, in terms of
the size of the population, has
been greater than that ex-
tended to any other Asian
country, and normally aid is
accompanied not only by per-
sonnel but also by culture,

W :

J, N the opinion of the Euro-
pean residents of Vientiane,
three factors probably account
for the American norn-pres-
ence. The first, proudly pro-
claimed by the French group,
is that their own impact—
through some 54 years of
colonial rule and later of
strong cultural influence~—-has
been too powerful to dissolve

‘under anything less than the
-kind of super-American pres-

sure that has been brought to

. particular favorite with §ntel-
. lectual TFrench expatriztes,
“ who came and went native
" here with more abandon than
in either Cambodia or Vict-
nam. A large number settled

down permanently, many with

#The Senate and Iouse,
reflecting  the strong genti-
ment in Congress that the
leprislative branci H!\o_uld re-
assert its role in forecigm pol-
icy, recently inc(,\rpor:%tcd into
I o defense appropriations hill

a provision that none of the,

funds “shall he used to finance
the introduction of American
ground troops into Laos or
Thailand,”
Laotian wives, and formed the
core of the sizable present-
day community; in addition,
there are French cultural and
information centers, a large
French military  mission,
French-operated schools and
can active embassy that is the
| unquestioned pacesetter in
| Vientiane's sacial life.

i The second factor is simply

_that, however large the con-
troversial American wmilitary

involvement in Laos may be,
most of it is aerial and most
of the men concerned are not
stationed in Laos at all. They
fly from bases in Thailand,
and whatever cultural impact
they may have is there. In
Laos, their impact is in the
i form of bombs, which fall on
| Pathet Lao strongholds in re-

“portedly huge quantities, but .
“out of earshot of Vientiane. -
those Americans

- Finally,
-who undeniably are here live,
for the most part, in a world

that physically as well as psy-

chologically is singularly iso-
ated from the daily life of

‘Vientiane. The majority live in !
one or .another of several :
‘large housing compounds that ;
'have been built for them in

‘the past few years by USAID.
. The largest of these, a crea-
tion that is the object of end-
less marvel, amusement and
.occasional ridicule among

{other Western residents, is .

‘called, with military simplic-
-ity, XM-6, because it happens
‘to be six kilometers from
Vientiane.
KM-6 is a remarkably faith-
Cful replica of an American
suburb, complete with straight,
clearly marked streets, mod-
" ern houses with clipped lawns,
a 10-grade Amcrican-style
school, a softball diamond, a
- sewage system and dependa-

ble s(xpplfcs of electricity and

of the: pear on Saigon. Laos was a yytor——all of which are novel-

ties in Vientiane. Its familics
are kept occupied during ofl-
duty hours with activities that

“include twice-nightly show-

ings of movies, bingo parties,

cook-outs, parae days and, of

course, the cocktail parties

“and dinners that are such a

i feature of suburban life back

" home. “No wonder they don't

| come into town,” a DBritish res-

tident  remarked  recently.

i *“They don’t have any time.”:
TR

UM WYEN if  the  Americans

were fully integrated into-
Vientiane's life, though, it's at

- least debatable whether they
"would have a very profound

.effect, for the capital has

shown an exceptional aptitude

| for absorbing all sorts and

“races of people without dis-

- turbing its ambiance. Ever
since Laos first attracted the
attention of the world, an in-
credible assortment of for-

cigners has been flocking to

it to help solve its numerous

problems. Indeed, even before
then, non-Laotian, non-French
faces were not exactly unfa-
miliar.

However charmed they were
by the carefree atmosphere of

the place, the French were -

forced to conclude that some-

social, economic and political -

body had to work sometime’

and the Laotians were plainly
disinclined to do so. (Accord-
ing to the English writer Nor-
man Lewis, who traveled ¢x-
teasively through Indochina,
“it is considered ill-bred and
irreligious in Laos to work
more than is necessary,” a
delightful attitude certainly,
but not one that eased the
i burden- of colonial administra-

i tion.)
The sharp, clever Vietnam-

to do what had to be done,
such as cooking and collect-
- ing taxes and joining the ubiq-

.

ese were therefore brought in’

uitous Chinese and Indians-

who had traditionally taken
i~ care, of what commerce there
was. Today, these three races
still own and operate practi-
. cally every shop, restaurant
. and trading company in Vien-

tiane, a fact that has given

them economic control of the

city and also earned them a
" glecpy but palpable resent-
ment from the natives.

But it was in the fiftles and
early sixties that the really
exotic foreigners started pour-
ing into the capital. At the
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A —
ching in 1954, the world in
general became aware for the
first time that there was a
country called Laos (the “s”,
was a gift from the Freneh;
in the native lanpuage it is
called Lao) and that it was
embroiled in a dangerous lit-
tle war botween the legal Gov-
ernment and Vietminh-bacied
insurgents who called them-
selves the Pathet Lao, which
means simply “Lao country.”

The Pathet Lao won official

- recognition as a reality at

Geneva, as well as control of

two provinces on the North -

Vietnamese border,-and soon
afterward Laos was plunged
into the state of semicrisis in
which it has lived ever since.
Governments in Vientiane
have come and gone, some-
times peacefully, as when the
durable Prince  Souvanna
Phouma resigned in 1958 in
the face of objections to his

policy of trying to bring the’
" pathet Lao into the Govern- '

‘ment; sometimes violently, as
- when, in August, 1960, an
- unknown captain in the
Second Parachute Battalion
* named Kong Le staged a re-
volt against the pro-American
.- Government and took control
of the capital, only to be dis-
" lodged and driven into the
provinces the following De-
cember by the U.S.-backed
forces of General Phoumi No-
savan.

Yet another Geneva confer-
ence was called in 1962, this
time with the Laotian problem
as the main issue. Fourteen
nations attended, including
the U.S., Russia, Communist

" China, Thailand, and North
and South Vietnam, all of
whom ultimately signed an
agreement calling for a coali-
.tion government under Sou-

" vanna Phouma in Vientiane

and the immediate departure
of all foreign military per-
- sonnel with the exception of
the French, The idea was to
make all of Laos “ncutralist,”
a term that both Kong Le and
Souvanna Phouma favored;

and though "in theory this.

idea is still in force, in fact it
lasted only as long as it took
the various delegates to fly

" home from Geneva and think -

of less obvious methods of
intervention.

E}gHILE all this was going

on, numerous strangers were
discovering the charms of
Vientiane. There were the
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Geneva Conference on Indo- .

course, which increased in
both numbers and importance
as international interest in
Laos grew, and whose ambas-
sadors (particularly those of
the big powers like the U.S,,
England and Russia) dispensed
advice to the Government
with a freedom that is prob-
ably unique in modern Asian
politics. Owing to the sudden-
ness of their interest, there
were certain housing  prob-

‘lems at first——in 1956, the

British Embassy was a rather
flimsy shack in the middle of
a swampy field=-but they
quickly settled in and estab-
lished more durable quarters.

There was the International
Control Commission, com-
posed of Canadians, Indians
and Poles, who were supposed
to supervise the off-and-on

truce between - the Govern-

ment and the rebel Pathet
Lao. There was the United
Nations, which sent a stream
of representatives from coun-
tries as remote from Laos as
Sweden, Italy, Tunisia, Argen-
tina and Switzerland to look
into Laotian affairs. Other
countries less remote, like
Thailand, Cambodia, the Phil-
ippines, Japan and both Chi-
nas, also sent people.

When the truce broke down,

as it did almost as regularly as-

Vientiane’s electric supply,
of journalists de-
scended on the city and, from

_ the bar of the Constellation

Hotel, tried to write about
battles that nobody seemed to
know much about——a surreal-
istic task that led a reporter
to announce that when he

came to write a book about;
his experiences, one chapter

would be - entitled, “I Was a
Pathet Lao Battalion.”

ﬁ%.s interest in Laos grew,
aid of various kinds flowed
in, either to influence the out-
come of the war or, more
humanely, to alter some of
the depressing statistics of the
country: the poorest commu-

nications, the lowest life ex-.

pectancy and the lowest liter-/
acy rate in all of Southeast
Asia. It was to Laos that the

Tlate Dr. Tom Dooley came in

search of a place to become
the ' American Dr, Albert:
Schweitzer and, as everyone
knows, found it

Finally, an assoriment of
dubious world travelers sud-
denly became aware of the
general permissivencss of the
place and of the interesting

fact that gold and opium were.

dinarily cheap. ‘

While the Laotian political
situation was settling down to
‘a sort of chronic crisis, a good
many of these visitors settled
down, too, with the result
that Vientiane today, whether
or not it shows it, must quali-
fy as one of the most cosmo-
politan cities in Asia. For ex-
ample, there are close to a
dozen separate aid organiza-
tions with their headquarters
and staffs, including the Doo-
ley Foundation, the Japanese

. Overseas Volunteers, the Brit-

ish Voluntary Service Organi-
zation, Operation Brotherhood
(Filipino), USAID, the Peace
Corps, the International Red
Cross, the Catholic Relief
Services, varioug agencies of
the UN. and an international
Protestant group called World
Vision.

In addition, Vientiane has

15 foreign embassies and.

three consulates, representing,
among others, both North and
South Vietnam and Com-
munist China.
thought that the two Viet-
nams would raise serious
social problems, particularly
in view of the fact that the
North Vietnamese Ambassa-
dor is at present the dean of
the diplomatic corps, but such
is not the case, according to a
reliable source. The two are
frequently in attendance at
the same functions, and if
they are not precisely cordial
on these occasions, neither
are they hostile; “How could
you be, in Vientiane?” asked
one veteran partygoer.

The Chinese Ambassador of-
fers no social threats at all;
h}e went home for “reorienta-
tion” two years ago and hasn’t
been heard from since. The
Chinese Embassy, a shuttered,
silent place, is run by the
chargé d’affaires and, in the
opinion of local obhservers, is
kept going mainly as a con-
venient center from which to |
direct various clandestine ac-"
tivities in Thailand.

There is also, theoretically .
at least, a representative of
the Pathet Lao’s political or-
ganization, the Neo Lao Hak-
sat, which maintains two resi- -
dences across from the morn-
ing market. The Pathet Lao
were given seats in the 1962
coalition Government but re-
fused to take them. The dele-
gates stayed around until

It might be .
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1964, when they left Vien-
tiane; the residences, guarded
by Pathet Lao soldiers, are
kept for occasional visits by
emissarics from Prince Sou-
phanouvong, the leader of the’
Communist forces, who is the
half-brother of the Prime Min-
ister, Souvanna Phouma.

The enemy clearly retains a
keen interest in its property,
however. Last September, it
protested vigorously when the
Public Works Department an-
nounced its intention to build
a wall around the property
and also to repair the street
in front. The Pathet Lao
claimed the wall would tend
to isolate them from the life
of the city and that in work-
ing on the street the Govern-
ment’s steamrollers might
damage their vegetable gar-
dens. The guarrel reached the
point where troops were called
out to brandish guns at the
guards, but it gradually pe-
tered out. The wall is still un-
built.

WENTIANE'S rather toler-
ant attitude toward cold-war
politics, as reflected in its-
diplomatic community, is also
shown in the fact that it is
the principal point of entry
and departure to and from
Hanoi, which is the chief sup-
plier of the Pathet Lao. The
International Control Commis-
slen flies frequeni planes fo
the Morth Vietnamese capital,
and most of the journalists
and peace-movement leaders
who have been granted visas
have come through here. Simi-
larly, when American prison-
- ers of war are released, Vien-~
tiane is usually their first
view of the outside world. The
regular European community
of the capital pays little atten-
tion to these comings and go-
ings except when they involve

a celebrity like writer Mary

McCarthy, for whom the

French Embassy gave a recep-.

tion. Representatives from the

© American Embassy attended,’

of course.

A couple of years ago, the
more or less official foreigners
of Vientiane were joined, un-
expectedly, by a small, army
of hippies from Europe and
America. To them, Laos
seemed to offer the paradise
it did to the early French:
marjjuana grows wild, the
climate is benign, and the Lao-
tians are as tolerant about sex
as they are about most things,
With their beards and beads

gontinued
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and flowers, they came in
large numbers across the Thai
border — the only border by
which it is possible to enter
Laos by land nowadays—and
settled in a section of the city
called Dong Palane. The less
spiritual - minded opened a
colorful string of bars, the
leading one of which was the
Third Eye, offering cheap
food, pot, rock music and
psychedelic lighting achicved
by cutting holes in umbrellas
that twirled on the celling.

Somewhat to the regret of
Vientiane's other Westerners,
for whom Dong Palane be-
came a favorite place to repair
after receptions, the hippies
overestimated local permis-
siveness. Exactly why the
authorities decided to clamp
down is still not clear; some
say it was the drugs, others
that it was simply the long
hair; whatever the cause, a
few were expelled and most
of the others apparently got
discouraged and followed of
their own accord.

Not, however, without cer-

tain difficulties: the Thai had
gotten wary of the flower chil-
dren long before and refused
to let some of them re-enter
at Nong Khai on the other
side of the Mekong. Since the
Laotians now refused to let
them back in, they seemed
doomed to a no-man's land
between the two countries un-
til some of the Vientiane em-
bassies worked out an agree-
ment to allow them to pass
gquickly through to Bangkok
and out—where to, nobody is
sure. Possibly to forestall any
future invasion of the sort, the
Laotian Embassy in Bangkok
now requires prospective tour-
ists to present a letter of rec-

commendation from their em--

bassies along with their visa
application.

The “strip” at Dong Palane
continues to offer amuse-
ments, but much of its former
flavor is gone in the opinion
of old customers. The Third
Eye, facing reality, has gone

respectable and now has &-

sign proclaiming, “All drinks
one dollar,” and slot machines
that take nickels and dimes;
it’s still owned by the Ameri-
can Negro who founded it,
and it still features Victnam-
ese rock bands, but the atmos-
phere is almost, if not quite,
decorous,

a——
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EOR the less pleasant as-|
pects of life in Vientiane—
the aspects, that is, that have!
brought it prominence — one:
has to look carefully, listen.
to the stories in the Constel-’
lation bar, or read the Bang-
kok papers, which regularly
report grim events that go
largely unmentioned at the
embassy dinners and reccp-
tions. According to these re-
ports, for instance, the mili-
tary hospitals of Vientiane are
crowded with wounded sol-
diers from obscure battles
that do not find their way
into official announcements,
some 80,000 refugees have
fled from battle zones this
year, and the Pathet Lao have
control of every road leading
from. the capital to the prov-
inces so that it is, in fact,
isolated except by air from
the rest of the country.

Some of the European diplo-
mats consider such reports

‘exaggerated—they remind one -

of how hard it is to be sure

of anything in a country as
deficient in communications
-as Laos—and a few even scoff
at the notion that road travel
outside of Vientiane is unsafe. .
“you cap go anywhere you
want by_ car,” one said not
long ago, adding, with a
shrug, “Of course, there is a
certain element of risk in-
volved.”

Despite such assurances,
very few Westerners do travel

- by road, and of those who

have tried it in the recent

" past, several have discovered

that the risk was consider-
able. Three young American
AID workers were stopped by
the Pathet Lao and summarily
executed not far from Vien-
tiane four months ago, and a
group of French travelers met
the same fate a few months
before.

An American AID employe,
Loring Waggoner, who lived

‘with his wife and family 70

miles from the capital, es-
caped with his life, but not
without a harrowing. experi-
ence. When the Pathet Lao
overran his house one night,
he and his wife and two chil-

‘dren managed to hide in a

tunnel they had prudently
buiit under the kitchen, where
they stayed all night while the
soldiers roamed about the’
house smashing things and

‘looking for him. (Their deci-
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gsion to eliminate him, ap-
parently, arose from a belief
that he was a military intelli-
gence agent.)

As a result of incidents like
these, Americans in Vientiane
are discouraged, if not actu-
ally forbidden, from going
more than 15 miles by road
outside the city, and after
dark even that limit is con-
sidered an unnecessary risk.
The effect, on af least some,
is claustrophobic.

o] envy you people in
Thailand,” an American girl
told a visitor from Bangkok
recently. “When you want to
get away for a weekend, you
can just get in a car and go.
Hers, it reminds me of the
Congo, where I used to be
stationed—like being on a very
gmall island. 1 think that's

- why so0 many of us stay in the

compounds. If youw're going to
be trapped, you nmight as well
be trapped in comfort.”

In addition to being just.

outside the city, the Pathet
Lao are generally assumed to
be inside it, too, in the form
of agents and sympathizers,
though they have never re-
sorted to the kind of terrorist
tactics so common in Saigon.
Along with them are numer-

‘ ous other intelligence agents
- of various nationalities and

political persuasions, giving
Vientiane quite possibly the
Jargest per capita spy popula-
tion in Asia. “'I suspect every-

body,” a British diplomat said,

firmly, “and I think I'm usu-
ally right.”

1t is difficult to get accu-
rate information on the mili-
tary situation without actual-
ly going into the countryside,
which few nonmilitary people
do. In an atmosphere in which
the war is as much abstrac-
tion as reality, most of the
older diplomatic residents are
inclined to regard both Gov-
ernment and Pathet Lao an-

nouncements with  distinct
cynicism.
There are times when’

the war suddenly becomes
more than just a political ab-
straction and when a wave of
jitters passes through the city.
The murder of the three young

Americans was one such time, .

and so was the ambush of the
French travelers— the latter
particularly so, since the Euro-
peans in the capital had pre-
viously taken it for granted
that Pathet Lao hostility was
directed at Americans rather

than at them as well. (The
French, it is said, were as sur-
prised as they were horrified
by the incident.)

TENSION, however, is a dif-
ficult emotion to sustain in
Laos, and in the languid at-
mosphere of Vientiane, war,
death and espionage quickly
assyme an air of unreality
and, not unfrequently, of
farce. Though the Laotians
occasionally seem to be the
least visible inhabitants of
their capital city, their dis-
tinctive philosophy permeates
it; and after a few days here
it is hard to reconcile what
one has heard with what one
sees.

The shell-scarred remains of

villas and government build~
ings left by the savage fight-
ing of the countercoup that

drove Capt. Kong Le and
his paratroopers out in De-’
cember, 1960, have become’

picturesquely enshrouded by
tropical creepers and could

easily be the ruins of some of

the 80-odd ancient temples

scattered about the city. The:
small, cheerful soldiers stroll--

ing about in red berets and;

camouflage uniforms seem on
their way to a temple fair, or
perhaps to a fancy-dress ball,
rather than to a battle in

which they might become one

of those vague, uncertain sta-
tistics. Even torture, which,
according to local gossip, is
not unknown in Vientiane's
jails for captured Pathet Lao,
has a rather outré flavor; a
favored method of extracting
information, it is said, is with
the use of old-fashioned

phonograph needles and, as.
one resident says, “Where else :
on earth but Laos could you -

even find old-fashioned phono- .

graph needles?”

A quite typical example of ;

how things are done in Vien-

‘tiane came recently when:

one of the Pathet

Lao’
soldiers guarding the empty

i headquarters of the Neo Lao -

Haksat decided to defect to

the Government camp. (More '
than 10 of the guards, no’
doubt corrupted by their sur-
roundings, have done so in
the past five years.) He did, :

but his defection was no hair-

raising escape by dark across .
barbed wire so common to:
‘Western cold-war melodrama.
At high noon, he simply laid -
down his rifle, hailed a pass-.
ing pedicab and was carried
in leisurely fashion off to

police headquarters. &
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